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Burris maintains that although Miss
America seems like a beauty pageant, it is
more of a community service award.

“You have to do this big interview,”
she said. “It’s 10 minutes long in front of
a panel of six judges that are all business
owners in the Clackamas area. They bom-
bard you with questions about the politics

apparently superficial
side.

“Of course, because
we're women, they're
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gorgeous, 50 let’s have
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Burris’ platform is music education.
“They want to know what you do, and
what I do is teach children music lessons,”
she said. “Because I'm a teacher, | am
passionate about seeing my students suc-
ceed in life, and created my platform on
after-school music education so | could
in  Clackamas
County to pursue music as a hobby or

help inspire more kids

career.”

“After my
friend's death this
winter, playing on the bass
and piano helped me sort
outmy own emotions as
I dealt with my loss,” she
added. “I know having mu-
sical skills would have giv-
enhim an outlet for his
emotional  frustrations,
rather than tuming to sui-
cide.”

Burris believes that
the overall message of the
competition is community
service and awareness,
However, it always has
and probably will have, in
the foreseeable future, an

but Jessy is just really well-rounded,”
Brume said. “She is very smart and very
ambitious with her career and education
goals, but she also has plenty of interests
outside of school.”

“She is what the Miss America system
is all about,” Brume added.

Burris will compete for the Miss Oregon
title June 23 through 28 at the Seaside
Convention Center, in Seaside, Ore.

Anyone interested in compet-
ing or sponsoring Burris can
e-mail her at
jessy.burris@yahoo.com or
Brume at tapdancer60@yahoo.
com. For more information
about the Miss Clackamas
pageant, visit MySpace.com/
missclackamaspageant.
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Games and Literature Instructor
Trevor Dodge teaches a class through
video games and classics such as “The
Odyssey” and Dante’s “The Inferno.”
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