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People think they understand democracy.
Most do not.

Representative democracy, the specific
theoretical subtype of the United States, is a
political system in which the majority, usually
the poor, controls the government by deciding
upon those political actors who they want to
represent them.

What this means is that the common
people literally command the goverment;
they are its supreme source of authority and
its only justification for existence.

Why vote for a third party? Before the
question can be addressed, it is necessary to
address the more fundamental question that is
implied. “Why vote in the United States?”

Political parties are private, non-govemn-
mental organizations that seek to gain politi-
cal influence via elections,

Historically, America has had a great num-
ber of parties, all with the objective of obtain-
ing political power. Other democracies, such
as Great Britain, have over 30 parties vying
for control.

However, from 1861 onward, beginning
with Abraham Lincoln, the first Republican,
no president has been elected who did not
belong to the two major parties dominating
American politics today.

Many political theorists over the ages have
defiantly opposed democracy.

In fact, 1t was only Thomas Jefferson who,
among the founding fathers, approved of
democracy, as long as the people were edu-
cated in political theory.

The Constitution never mentions the word
democracy, as the original system was a
Federal Republic, with almost no voting.

Plato, the Greek philosopher of antiquity,
wamed that democracies produce a conform-
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ist mentality among the people who rely on
“folk wisdom.” Ideas are spread by the elites
in power, which are repeated among the
populace as if they were their own original
ideas. Such is so much of political “opinion™
in America today.

One example of “folk wisdom™ is the fol-
lowing statement: “A vote for a third party
is a wasted vote.” This statement is so full
of contradictions and downright ignorance
of how democracy works that it could be the
subject of a book.

A voter must be vigilant against being told
that his or her vote is a waste simply because
that candidate may lose.

When voting for representatives, at any
level, one should vote for the candidate
whose competencies best embody the moral,
political and personal ideals of the citizen.

An individual should vote so that a violent
revolution is not required to
address an issue.

If the people, who
are the rulers in a
democracy, do not
assert their author-
ity over their govern-
ment, their govern-
ment will do it for
them. This is a dic-
tatorship. You obey,
or die. Literally, vote,
or die.

Thequestionisbet-
ter phrased as “Why
vote for an alterna-
tive party?” After
all, there are more
than three parties to
choose from. In fact,
the Green Party, the
Constitution  Party,
the Libertarian Party
and the Socialist
Party all have presi-
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dential candidates. What about
fourth-, fifth- or sixth-party ca
The best reason to vote for
party is to effect change to the
digm that has dominated Am;
Civil War to the Iraq War (Phase
If a voter is satistied with
then he or she can vote for one
parties. But if a voter wants reql
genuinely improves the status
option should be considered.
If one takes the time to s
issues and compare them with
the alternative candidates and (i
parties, the decision is no longer
two evils that characterizes ¢
mentality.
There are options, there
people have all the power and {
Choose wisely.
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As often as somebody does
something stupid, somebody else is
always hanging around just waiting
to point his or her finger and scream
that the sky is falling.

The Clackamas Board of
Education is now frantically looking
to develop policies regarding weap-
ons on campus specifically relatmg
to firearms.

This issue recently came up aftera
self-professed “‘gun-nut” student was
amested for making threats online
against other students and faculty. At
the same time, another person shot
himself in the leg on campus.

As a person who fluently speaks
a number of languages, [ know there
are some ideas and concepts that

on the books regarding
weapons, specifically
fireanms, on campus,

Furthermore, there
are state and federal
laws that also apply.
Creating a gun-ban
policy is a non-issue.

None, zip, zilch, nada.

No need to waste valuable Board
time developing even more verbiage
10 address something already legis-
lated ad-nauseam.

Not that it will stop anybody from
trying to fix it.

According to all applicable laws,
the only non-duty police or security
allowed to carry firearms onto a cam-
pus are people who have a concealed
firearm permit.

These are people who have
received an extensive backeground
check, firearms training and registra-

between justifiable caution and total
hysteria.

In the same light, the Darwinian
process tends to weed out the durmb,
stupid and the lazy — hopefully before
they have a chance to breed and pass
on their genes.

Hope it was worth it.

The student who was making
petty threats on his MySpace page
has pretty much blown any chance
he ever had of getting his dream job
as a police officer, or n fact of scor-
mg any sort of decent govemment
Jjob whatsoever.

And | am pretty sure that he will
never be allowed to carry a concealed
weapon from this day forward.

The man with the bullet m his
leg is actually an instructor here at
Clackamas. He shot himself while
taking a bathroom break, claiming it
was all the result of a bad firing pin
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