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ABOVE: Women light candles
in honor of those who have
been victims of sexual
assault.

LEFT: A brother and sister
share a moment of peace af-
ter the “Take Back the Night”
march.

BELOW: A mother attending
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On average, Marcus enrolls in about three classes each term,
anywhere from 9 to 12 credits. For a student taking 12 credits,
monmtunupwardofﬂﬁwﬂhautaddmg in student fees.

the onset of the tuition boost, he will pay anywhere from
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Attl past Wednesday, the proposed bud-
£ Ammﬁg year was ‘:lyd t1}::11 the table for exami-
nation. toa e Budget Committee,
the raise in tuition produce $675.000 more a year.

In spite ofconem bmugtn in the February meeting, the
board unannnonsl?r agreed on ﬂ:e increase at the March meeting.

“I'm not sure if they realize what a difference this will have on
students like me,” Marcus said. “Last time I checked, there were
complaints circling about enrollment issues — does raising tuition
really make people want to come here?”

The question of whether the rise will impact enrollment was
not thoroughly discussed at any of the board meetings. The fact
that Clackamas will remain the cheapest option in the Metro arca
was the selling point.

Nonetheless, the budget memo provided by the commitice
blamed parts of the financial problem on last year's 5 percent
decrease in enrollment. With the country in recession, there is
a high chance that the percentage will slip again, as community
colleges around the state suffer plummeting student enrollment,
according to the Board of Education.

The budget, which will be approved sometime in May, is
still undcrgomg changes. Students are invited to speak out at
Truesdell’s fireside chats. The next one will be held April 16 at 2
p.ov and 22 at noon.

Yet. it appears that the change in tuition cost is set in stone,
since it has been authorized by the board, which leaves many
wondering where the swudent advocates were in the budget pro-
cess, Associated Student Government President Tim Lussier did
not respond to e-mails or phone calls left by The Print regarding
the subject.

“Decisions like this never hit home to the peo le who are
involved in the decision-making,” Marcus said. “Most of them
had the backing to go to college. Students who work hard to make
the money to go to school often are the ones who are forgotten.
and the people who are supposed to speak up for us don’t ever
have something to say because it doesn’t really affect them.”




