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NDING: Student athletes
tch in to help finances

Fundraising now plays a vital role in the upkeep
and very survival of the athletic department. )
“There is nothing beneath us,” Jackson said.
“We have done evcrythinE, We've sold Gold
C coupon books. The wrestling

team chopped wood and sold it. |
Most people see the teams stand-
ing in front of the bookstore the
first few days of the term helping |
them out. We do almost anything |
anyone on campus asks us to do,

b s2sspeen el for the athletic || mehpmelor
pvernment and a computer department to the jogging trails — the wrestling

fund that goes toward the et more firm team did that. The college has |
e of Streeter Lab. 8 ti ‘{,- 9 them do things like that because |
je $2, athletics receives 53 per~ f00 ng: it costs’ much less than hiring

someone from outside to do it
and it supports the teams. We
have even done letter campaigns ||
when athletes will write to Aunt
Betty and Uncle Bob and ask for
a donation to the team.” '

Many may view the circumstances as a mis-
management of resources, but Jackson is quick to
point out otherwise. g

“If there is one thing I could stress ... is that we
aren’t extravagant; just, the cost has gone up,” he
said. “Athletics give up a lot because we can’t be |
extravagant. We don’t sleep in the best hotels, and ||
we don’t eat at the best restaurants.”

Possible solutions

y not ehmmate
athletics altogether?

. k‘iaamynfsfudetﬁaﬁﬂems an over-
v . g majority said they would not
’gﬁahdaoollegathatddnothave ath-

The resolution for this problem isn’t an easy
one, but there are several ideas as to an answer,

“It’s a proposal that the students have to accept,”
Jackson said, “and it is what helped solve the problem in
the first place. Student fees (are) currently 85 per credit
hour. 1f we added $1 to that and dedicated it to athletics,
we would receive approximately $150,000 and solve the
budget problem in athletics.

“Will it last forever? No. In 12 years, we will be back
to the same problem because inflation will continue to
rise. [ don’t want to tack on anything. I realize that tuition
is going up, and I certainly don’t want to gouge students,
but I don’t see another solution.”

So will the student fee be raised $1, as Jackson sug-
gests, to make up for the deficit?

“Not in the immediate future,” Wilton said. “That
would be something to talk about next year in the budget
plan. We will want to talk to the board and the students,
and ask them, ‘Are you OK paying another dollar in order
for the dthletic department to get more firm footing?”

“We haven’t been aggressive with the student fee, and

that is partially because it deals with students and it is a
sensitive issue.”

In an e-mail dated Dec. 27 of last year, Wilton mep-
tioned the possibility of “shifting some of the $2 general
student fee from computer tech. to athletics.” Right now,
athletics receives $161,000 in a fiscal year.

“Adthletics continues to get squeezed, as their fee share
hasn't kept up with inflation, the end result being more
and more of their basic activities have to . fundraised,”
Wilton stated in the e-mail, The -.ompuh.r technology
department no longer needs as much money as allotted;
the fees are now considered to be one source of funds for
athletics.

While the situation continues to worsen, the athletic
department continues to look other places for financial
assistance. The question is: Is this becoming a fiscal
emergency in the department?

“This has been a crisis for a very long time, in our
eyes,” Jackson said.

- 5 were losses.
ul baseball

[l has room

mprovement ‘ king
hitting and pitching,”
said.
The four starting sophomore
.:ﬂ!ﬂlﬂ“ pitchers were 2-0, which was the
LT

fe looking good for

f eball., Sophomores Jeff Bjorklund,
ning eight of their Russell Lundy, Nate Reif and
he Bryan Roby had out-
bk s ~ standing pitching
a records.
ea- “We’re work- This early, it is hard
to . to tell where the sea-
he ing real hard son will go; however,
ver on hitting and it is a good start for the
. [ty ; ; » fairly balanced team of
prs pitching. 15 s)c()phornores and 14
4 Robin Robinson freshmen. At this point,
ive Clackamas Head the team must keep up
ing Baseball Coach the improvements and
1. dedication in order to
gad keep up with the win-
bin ning.
“Our next opponent “T feel like we are playing

oughest so far.” really well,”

Green River has a record of 2-
5, while Clackamas is 8-2 going
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TOP: Jeramey Probert, 11,
from Centralia College,
swings his bat toward the
ball as Clackamas catcher
Ben Janal, 12, reaches for it
from behind.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Nate Reif,
17, from Clackamas in the
middle of pitching the ball.
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