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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Students respond to “‘Sexual orientation prevents male student from giving bl

Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to
the article about the gay man
who was not able to donate
blood at the blood drive he
organized. Mitch Knudson
was not able to donate blood
because of his sexual orienta-
tion.

To be quite honest, I am
pleased that our government
would not allow this to hap-
pen. It shows a sort of consis-
tency that is not found in a lot
of aspects of politics in our
country.

What | mean by this is
simply that our country does
not generally condone gay
marriage and providing the
same types of benefits as to
regular married couples.

Seeing as though this has
created such a heated debate
within our country, if the gov-
ernment allowed these people
certain privileges, but not
other ones, then they would
not be consistent at all, and
that shows instability in our
government.

What I am trying to get
at is that if the idea of gay is
going to be considered uneth-
ical and morally wrong in our
nation, then it needs to be
recognized as wrong in every
way.
1 personally would be wor-
ried if certain rules were being
bent in order to make people
feel better about themselves,
even if what they are doing
might be wrong.

Sarah Campbell

Dear Editor,

Due to the higher risk of
certain behaviors on pass-
ing diseases, those who
engage in such behaviors
should not be allowed to
donate. Even though the
testing procedures have
improved over the years,
it’s not perfect.

Many years ago, there
was a scare over whether
the available blood sup-
ply was contaminated or
not. People have always
had the choice to decide
whether or not to engage in
such behaviors, like choos-
ing whether to visit Africa
or not for the first time.

Jason Kerr
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Dear Editor,

I am a student here at
Clackamas. 1 have recently
read your article on the Red
Cross blood drive.

As a reader, | think the
Red Cross does not have to
change any of their regula-
tions.

For example. this student
Knudsen is mad about not
being accepted. | think this
student is not angry about
the rules but at not being
accepted.

To donate is to give, not to
force. It is more as Red Cross
is the customer and we the
donators are the market. So
I think Red Cross should not
change a thing,

Bryan Young
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Dear Editor,

The recent article pub-
lished on Wednesday, Feb.
6, has sparked more than its
share of controversy.

I can see both points of
view, and it boils down to
discrimination and whether
it is right, But I also implore

you to look at both sides.

For instance, they will
also not allow people who
have gotten piercings or tat-
toos in the last six months
to give blood, either. So are
they discriminating against
everyone who has had a tat-
too or piercing? Are they
considering them dirty peo-
ple?

Now, back to saying
all these people have this
chemical or tainted blood is
not true, but it is a precau-
tion the FDA takes to ensure
the most blood that can be
used is taken.

I do not believe discrimi-
nation is OK or it should
be tolerated, but sometimes

the masses, not for the indi-
vidual.

Zach Lenz
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Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to
your article about gay men not
being able to donate blood.

I've been well aware of this
fact since I began donating
blood over two years ago. |
feel that donating blood is like
giving a part of yourself to
someone else. Your precious
blood could, and probably
will, save a life.

| have many gay friends,
male and female, and they
are appalled by this. My best
friend is a gay male. He is
incredibly responsible and
always safe. In his 19 years
of life, he’s had one sexual
partner. He has always wanted
to donate blood but has never
been allowed simply because
he’s had sex with another
man.

Carol Burnell states that
“anyone that is having unpro-
tected sex is susceptible.” I
couldn’t agree with this more.
HIV/AIDS was called “the
gay cancer” back in the '80s.
Many people think that only
gay men contract it. Many
straight males and females
have it, too, though. Upon
stating that, 1 think it’s ridic-
ulous that healthy gay men
can’t donate blood.

Jenna Kendrick

Dear Editor,

If the blood that i
is safe to use, then
it should not matter
sexuality of the donaty

But, 1 will say b
against gays and lgj
think that they are
perverted. If | needy
I would not want bl
someone who is gay.

However, 1f it can s
lives, then perhaps
should be done. If f
is OK, then it should
the person who is rece
blood to decide if the
use it.

Kayla Swanson

rent policy until new ol
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be safe than sory.

Ulga Demidorich
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