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Education:

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, M.A., 1980
Ouachita Baptist University, B.A., 1975
Hope High School — Hope, Ark.

Public service:
Arkansas Governor, 1996 to 2007
Arkansas Lieutenant Governor, 1993 to 1996

Private experience:

President: ACTS-TV, 1983 to 1986; KBSC-TV, 1987 to 1992;
Baptist minister, 1980 to 1992

Advertising Director, Focus, 1976 to 1980

Former Chairman, Southern Governors’ Association

Books:

“Character Is the Issue”

“Kids Who Kill: Confronting Our Culture of Violence”

“Living Beyond Your Lifetime”

“Quit Digging Your Grave with a Knife and Fork™

“From Hope to Higher Ground: 12 STOPS to Restoring America's Greatness”

Pros:

In another lifetime, Mike Huckabee could have been a great stand-up comedian or
maybe an outstanding actor. Soft-spoken and filled with country wit, the man can make
people laugh till it hurts while at the same time inspire them to his cause.

With his trademark homespun humor, Huckabee has the ability to say what everybody
ﬁlse in the room is thinking without fear of being publicly tossed out the nearest win-

OW.

He almost single-handedly turned around the educational and healthcare systems of
Arkansas, a state that has long suffered the stigma of
poverty and ignorance. He has also been instrumental
in creating other revolutionary programs, becom-
ing one of only four Republicans ever elected to
Arkansas’ state office since the Reconstruction.

As a Southern Baptist minister, he had just as
much success inspiring change and bringing Arkansas
out of the 19th century. He convinced an all-white
Immanuel Baptist church to accept black members,
and has been noted several times for refusing to speak
in front of racist crowds, a difficult feat in the Deep
South.

Cons:

Huckabee’s biggest political liability is his other-
wise strongest moral strength, his faith. By openly
advocating his Baptist principles and relying on his
faith’s religious tenants to shape his political beliefs,
he has alienated himself from the more secular mod-
erates and independent voters who might otherwise
support him.

Although an entertaining speaker, Huckabee has
a tendency to use colorful metaphors that simply do not play well as sound bites. He
has often been criticized for making jokes about suicide, homosexuality, bestiality, the
Holocaust and the Confederate flag. It is perhaps his natural charm and charisma that has
kept him in the race thus far,

Huckabee also suffers from a lack of national recognition. Prior to his run for the
presidency, his most notable nationwide coverage came from being the butt of Jay Leno’s
late-night talk show jokes. It is remarkable that his campaign has lasted this long.

Analysis:

Huckabee is a wonderful man and an inspiring leader, but he simply will never be
president of the United States without fundamentally changing who he is. His Southern
humor, while great on the stage or in front of the pulpit, would be a huge liability to a
future president.

Grade: C+
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