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The art of tattooing has]as{s'nwe
long progressed. Within the few
&gdmilhasexpmencedammm
embrace. Tattoos are no longer for
ﬂwseinmcsmdymdabeﬁyofsod—
ety; their artistic ities are now
?bd by people from all walks

What compels a person to get a
tattoo? For most, a tattoo represents
a significant person or time period.
For others, it signifies a manta or

le.

“l got mine because 1 am a
dancer and I sing,” said ASG Grant
Department Officer Jessica Henrikson
of her tattoo. “It’s a heart as a music

of It

Choosing the right artist

When considering getting a tattoo,
the first step is to choose a shop and
an artist

Ask around. Most shops’ reputa-
tions rely on word of mouth from
sausﬁedmsmmm .. or disgnuntled

Shnpsshmlldfb[lﬂwﬂlesmmhrds
of cleanliness.

According to Rose Guilfoyle,
an artist at Pussycat Tattoo on
MecLoughlin Boulevard, the customer
has every right to ask the artist to pro-
vide evidence of a clean workspace.

“You can ask your artist to set wp
in front of you so that you can see
packages being opened.” Guilfoyle
said. “Tt is more than OK o ask to see

the sterilization area. It should look
cleenandtldya.ndmgandemcan

check with the State Board of Health
to see if the shop has had any issues
in the past.”

All of these things are good indica-
tors that a shop is unning a sanitary
operation.

When selecting an artist, look at
the styles of art at which he or she
excel. Someone who is a phenomenal
portrait artist would probably not be
the best at doing a Japanese-style
tattoo.

“Be aware of the
type of work coming out
of the shop vou pick.”
Guilfoyle said.

Willow, owner of
Two Chicks Tattooing
on 7th Street, in Oregon
City, said, “Choosmg
your artist is important.
You need to make a
personal connection and
feel comfortable with the
artist you choose.”

Ant Instructor Dave
Andersen said about
selecting his artist, “I
went to about 10 tatioo
shops, and T talked to
them about tattooing. 1
saw their facilities. I talk-
ed to them about their

“!J'ustinndoffe]lln
love with Tim Jordan.
That’s how I met him. 1
just went into his
(Star Tattoo), and I con-
nected with him."™

Finding the right design

A pgood shop is willing to work
with a customer on the design of his
or her tattoo until he or she is satisfied,
but the customer must be willing to
give the artist some freedom as well.

“1 said, “This is kind of your piece.
It's on me, and I'm paying for it, and [
h.weas'ay,bmusknaiofawllabaa-
tive * Andersen said. “So, I let

hlmhmreﬁ'athonn,andlmglad

[ did. People go in and say, ‘It has to
be exactly this and exactly that,” but
what you do is, when you meet a tat-
too artist, you trust them.

“You leam who they are. You see
what they do. Then, you trust them.
Then, you give yourself to them and
sy, *OK. I'm your canvas, but this
is what | want. Go for it; I trust you."
That's what very important, in my
opinion, about choosing an artist.”

Know that if the design is intricate,
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Clackamas student Emma Reynders shows off her tattoos, one of which
was done at Two Chicks Tattoo, located in Oregon City.
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it will need to be large.
“The most common
hear from people about the
100 ... 1s that they did it oo
g£m1] age very well”

Trust the artist on the best
tattoo. They will know how
up on the chosen area of the

Preparing for the by

reactions can happen
“and if you have al;
lhlsnmymtbcfuryou

Guilfoyle said, “t’s a g
get a good night's sleep. [
meal before you come in. |
you're well-rested and
because we'll walk you
whole thing.”

One common miscond
that an individual should g

days )
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came upon and say, “Yeah
dancer on me!’ But the ns
strict in Oregon. | mean,
have any drugs in your s
you cannot have any alcobd
systemn. There are reasons fir

Getting a tattoo is not
0 take lightly. But with j

shops that boast great artist;
matter of choosmg the one
for yow
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