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ldeas go through ringer to become class

|I Feature Editor

Each term the course catalog
hosts a wide selection of new and

different classes, but how do these -

courses develop and become avail-
able at Clackamas?

While the initial stages of cre-
ating a class may vary, all ideas
have to go through the same basic
trials before they can be funded.
Committees, deans and the state all
have a hand in the creation of every
course and what each of them means
for students who will be transferring
to a four-year university.

The idea .

“In my department, offering a
new class is a largely collaborative
process between an instructor and
the department chair,” said English
Instructor Trevor Dodge.

Dodge has created a number of
English classes, including Games
and Literature and Introduction to
Literary Theory, which are new to
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Operator Judy Clark answers the phone from her desk in
the Community Center on the Oregon City campus.

the college this term.

Concepts for classes are gener-
ated by more than just instructors
and department chairs; businesses,
professions and even students can be
part of this step.

“A new class may come from
an instructor’s passion for a par-
ticular subject, or from a need we
see students or the community have,
or an area of interest that is riew,”
said English Department Chair Trista
Comelius.

Writing up an outline

Once the subject of a new course
has been established, the next step is
for mstructors fo write up a course
outline.

“This form helps faculty make
leaming outcomes, grading criteria
and course content concrete and con~
sistent,” Comelius said.

Included in the outline are student
leaming outcomes, which describe
what the course will teach students
during the length of the term and
why the class is wanted or neces-
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After the first draft is fin-
ished, it is then given to the
department, department chair
and the dean, who finalize
details-and needs that they feel
the class should meet.

All the way to state

When the final touches have
been made to the course out-
line, it is time to fill out a New
Course Form.

Questions on the form
regard how the class will meet
degree requirements, the goals
of the class and the number of
credits.

“Coming up with ideas
for new courses may be dif-
ferent for each department,
but the process to the state
for having them approved is
the same,” Curriculum Office
Administrative Assistant Lynda
Graf said. ;

The state reviews the informa-
tion and weighs it against similar
courses offered by other commu-
nity colleges and four-year univer-
sities. Once it has been reviewed
by the state and has passed all
testing, it can be entered into the
course catalog for the next year.
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Other considerations

While many courses are regis-
tered with their own course number
provided by the state, some experi-
mental courses mitially receive a 199
or 299 number from the college.

“We can run a class under those
numbers twice, and then we need
to get an official state number,”
Comelius said. “The only catch is
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due
demand,” Graf said.

Some instructors and dep
chairs seek nput, in order
mine what the student body
needs, so that their departn
better serve the school.

Comelius said,”l go to 1
ers routinely and ask what
heard students needing [or]
in terms of classes, times, day
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A desk near the south
entrance of the Community
Center could be considered the
nerve center of the entire cam-
pus. Running that area is Judy
Clark.

Clark works as the switch-
board operator, a job that
requires answering questions
and connecting callers to their
instructors or department
extensions. The position usu-
ally makes her the first person

the voice of Clackam

a caller will actually talk to
over the phone, and has made
her the official voice of the
college.

“1 enjoy helping and direct-
ing people,” she said.

In addition to her duties as
the switchboard operator, Clark
does reception work, as well as
helps students and staff with
their questions in person at her
desk.

“There is a satisfaction in
knowing you can help people
and that they appreciated the
information we give them,” she
said.

A 20-year employ
Clackamas. Clark still
people walking by with s
or a guick hello in b
calls, and keeps up a |
and friendly attitude.

“Clackamas becomes
family to both staff an
dents,” she said, “and o
is to help everyone as m
possible so they can have
cessful college experien

Outside of her job wi
college, Clark enjoys sp
time with her real family
cially her grandchildren,
ages range from three w

Spring classes are fast approaching.

You're halfway there. Keep a bright future in your sights by enrolling for th
spring semester at the Linfield College Adult Degree Program and finish youra
bachelor's degree on your schedule and within your budget. Gain the necessar
skills for advancing in your chosen career. Spring classes are just around the corner|
so don’t wait — contact us today.

Complete your bachelor’s degree in:
* Accounting (BS and Post-Bacc Certificate)

* Management
* International Business

b

* Business Information Systems

* Arts £ Humanities

Unplanned feganc&‘}h
You Deserve to KNOW:

..Are you really pregnant’
...Have you explored all your options?
..Are all your questions answered?

Nurse Consultations. Pregnaricy Tests.
Ultrasound to Verify if Pregnancy is Viable

Respectful, Confidential.

MILWAUKIE
14419 SE McLoughlin Bivd.

All Services Free
Convenient Hoprs
Mo Appointment

Milwaukie 97222 #Mecessary
503.659.3336
Pregnancy Resource Centers www.prcofportiand.com

Beaverton =« Gresham = Tigard = Lloyd Center = Milwaukie = SE Portland

» Social & Behavioral Sciences
* Nursing (RN to BSN)
Online and evening degree programs. Spring Semester

Registration is open from Jan. 14-Feb. 8. Classes begin
on Feb. 16.

Call your Portland and Scuthwest Washington
Linfield Advisor at 503-413-7166 or visit us
at adultdegree.linfield.edu.
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