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People attended the
Legalization of Marijuana Forum
Nov. 12 wearing a range of cloth-
ing, from tie-dye shirts to pen-
guin suits, but regardless of their
attire, everyone had the opportu-
nity to be heard.

The forum, sponsored by
Clackamas' Democratic Club,
took place in McLoughlin Hall.

Representatives from various
organizationsparticipated, includ-
ing the National Organization
for the Reform of Marijuana
Laws (NORML), Voter Power
and Mothers Against Misuse and
Abuse (MAMA).

These groups are not for legal-
izing marijuana; they are for re-
legalizing it.

The audience at the event con-
sisted of 73 people. This number
was lower than the Democratic
Club expected, leading some to
question whether the forum was
taken as a joke.

Perhaps advertising is to
blame.

MAMA representative Daniel
Chandler felt that in order to be
taken seriously by individuals on
either side of the issue, the col-

lege could have advertised in a
more professional manner. When
he first stepped out of his car and
saw the “POT THIS WAY™ post-
ers around campus, his initial
reaction was to drive away, he
candidly said at the forum.

Chandler and other organi-
zation representatives discussed
both facts and common opinions
conceming marijuana.

As printed on a NORML flyer
available at the forum, “The U.S.
Penal Code states that any person
can be imprisoned for up to one
year for possession of one mari-
Juana cigarette and imprisoned
for up to five years for growing
sing]c marijuana plant.”

[-al,lq science and logic are
great,” Associate Director of
Oregon NORML Russ Belville
writes on another flyer, “but they
get you nowhere until you've
broken through most people’s
cherished fears and ignorance
about the plant.

“Once marijuana is seen as a
helpful herb insteadeof a danger-
ous drug, the rest of the prohibi-
tionist’s arguments are toast.”

According to the Web site of
the National Institutes of Health,
the National Institute of Drug
Abuse (NIDA) maintains that
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Pro~pot preached at pohtlcal forum

Brett Bernhoft, president of the Democratic Club,
introduces representatives between speakers.
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