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Students miss electlon roll call

Student Government
finds lack of student-
voting disturbing

Lydia E. Bashaw
Nemws Editor

The voters are registered, ballots
are out, and votes are coming in, yet
one group of electorates is still miss-
ing.

gln a democratic country where
every voie counts, the lack of student-
age voters is disturbing, According
to the Center for Information and
Research on Civic Learning and
Engagement, known as CIRCLE,
only 20 percent of peaple ages 18 to
29 voted in the last general election.

When applying this statistic to
Clackamas, it would mean only 5,000
students out of 25,000 votes,

According to Associated Student
Government President Tim Lussier,
young people don't see the point in
voting on issues that don’t affect them
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they are young,” said Lussier. “They
don’t think they have power.”

ASG's campaign to register stu-
dent voters was difficult this year as
student leaders worked to ignite vot-
ing interest.

“We believe in the power of young
people who vote,” said Lussier. “It’s
more than student voling; it’s some-
thing we need to work on. Whether
it is apathy or disenfranchisement, or

not feeling represented, we want stu-  we

dents to feel like they are heard.”

Sadly, the numbers are declining
as young voters abandon the issues
that impact them.

“People don't understand how

much their voices mean to legisla-
tors,” said Lussier. “Student funding
often comes down to one vote, and
we can make the difference. However,
we lose more and more student voters
every year.”
With most of the ballot measures
and concems during general elec-
tions forced in the direction of older
citizens, many youth don't grasp how
they influence political change.

“] don’t personally see the point
of voting on things that don't directly

matter to me,” said Tiffany Chambers,
a second-year student at Clackamas,
“l don’t really understand most of
the ballots this year, and | don't see
how they affect my life. What is the
point?”

The amount of student voters will
be sure to drop, swaying government
choices regarding college funding and
student rights. Without student inter-
csl,ulegz'slnm may lose interest as

“We need to show up,” said
Lussier. “The average 20-year-old
could care less. [But] the more that
politicians hear our voice, the more
they will fund our colleges, and that
i Very important.”
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« Free Wifi - Gift Cards - Coffee Punch Cards -
o« Pastries - Quiche - Soup - Hot Daily Specials
« Complete Espresso Bar »

Supersize yourdrink!

Purchasea 12 or 16 oz drink and
receive the next larger size at no
additional cost when you show
your CCC student I0.

Monday - Saturday 6:30am - 6:30pm
Sunday

Offer expires October 31st
{One drink per costumer)

8am-4pm

www.acmecoffeeandgifts.co




