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yth master swallows audience
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frcited  students  watched
 anticipation in RR 220 last
sesday, when professional sto-
ler Will Hornyak surprised the
(. “Since today we are looking
ian mythology, why don’t we
iwith a folktale from Japan,”
Homyak is neither Native
ican, mor Japanese, but he
ues to remind his audiences
fe importance of oral tradition,
¢h 15 the foundation, or “bones™
put it, of any culture.
‘The last thing to disappear
e o culture is their myths,” said
yak. “From just a few stories,
can tell a lot about how people
i.
i 2 time before television and
ican ldel, people told stories.
ourse, the most tempting and
iable question is, how old can

a myth be?

Clackamas Mythology Instructor
Jan Anderson said the answer is, “a
myth can be as old as language
itself.” This idea becomes especially
interesting when drawing connec-
tions between the recurring mystery
of the sacred direction north, in
Indian myths, and their migration
approximately 25 thousand years
ago. People like Homyak continue
this tradition today.

At first, it might seem a little out
of place for a storyteller to be at a
business conference, the state peni-
tentiary, or the American Cancer
Society, but when one comes to
understand myth as Homyak does,
it becomes clear.

Homyak explained that myth
is practical, “always in touch with
what’s timeless in our experience.”
He continued to explain that there
are no lies or “myths” in myth.

“It’s so true it keeps happening
again and again and again,” he said.

“Mytlycomes from the edge of our
expedlences, from the highest of the
high, from the lowest of the low;
myth comes from the bizarre.

“This world takes on great
meaning with the spiritual ... the
kind of relationship we have with
the spiritual world is what creates
quality here.”

After telling the story of a “great
swallowing monster,” Homyak
quizzed his audience, asking, “Who
is swallowing monster?”

“There’s no night answer,” he
said. “Swallowing monster could
be the boss you asked for a raise
from last weekend. Swallowing
monster could be alcohol, depres-
sion, or the U.S. government. It
could be Wal-Mart; it just wants
more and more.”

“I could be swallowing mon-
ster,” he continued. *“You got to get
inside, to deal with the beast, and
its dark inside ... Most importantly,
swallowing monster will be back.”

Popular card game threatens
the innocence of a nation
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THE D-FAL
By/efr Sorensen

ve camera available to the
isses,  “Live™ players can
v see and inferact with
ch other for just $39.95 plus
vice fees ... Cameras

are ahvays a good idea).

h some
mﬂmwmisgamemhelp
us wind dowu after hours of tense

real-time and with impressive
picture quality, Within the firstday,
however, I started to hear siories.

One of the guys I met online
from Idaho goes by the name
“Toby.” Toby was playing the
game rtecently, getting a bit
of use out of his camera and
enjoying video feeds from other
players, when a man in a bear
suit logged into the room. The
man, without removing his suit,
proceeded to pleasure himself
* openly to the horror and disgust
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These teachings can be seen
as medicine, which explains why
storytelling has been used to help
Vietnam veterans, and even prison
inmates recover.

Above all, though, Homyak is
an entertainer and a teacher. !

After receiving his Bachelor’s
Degree in jounalism and history
in 1976, Homyak traveled wide-
ly across Latin America, work-
ing for the Inter-American Press
Association. Immersed with the
culture, he grew an interest in local
traditions of poetry, music and folk-
tales. In 1994, he became a full-time

professional storyteller, and ever
since has been working at schools,

theatres and festivals, as
well as in the less likely
places mentioned earlier.

The requirements of
a good storyteller are
numerous; it is not simply
the ability to retell infor-
mation. Rather, a story-
teller is an actor, a phi-
losopher, an improviser
and a teacher.

Hornyak  himself
becomes the characters
in his stories by creat-
ing imagery and sound
out of the empty space
around him, and changing
his voice and posture to
fit the coyote or the swal-
lowing monster. Comedy
is often entangled within
the stories, and myth can
suddenly surprise the
listener with twists and
turns, moving quickly
from tragedy to comedy.

A good storyteller must be able
to “edit” the story to fit the specific
situation, as mysteries unravel — but
good storytelling also needs a good
audience.

“There was a warrior,” Homyak
chan, “and he had a horse. They
galloped across the land” — and
the entire room echoed with the
rumbling of feet beating against
the floor.

Hornyak explained that there
i8 no such thing as the end in
myth. “What’s going to end?” he
asked, “When it’s all over, there’s
always something in place for a
beginning.”

I used to play “Uno™ with
my babysitter when T was five.
I don’t want to play anymore.

thedpad(@email.com
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DELIVERY DRIVERS:
' Earnup to $11.00 to $18.00 per hour:
(Minimum Wage, Plus Tips, and $1.50 Per Delivery.)

19735 Trails End Highway
Oregon City, OR 97045

' Must Have Proof of Insurance and Reliable Car

' Must Be Licensed for 2 Years

' Minimum 18 Years Old With A Good Driving Record
' Looking for Friendly People With A Neat Appearance

Open Sun-Thurs 11:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fri - Sat 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Apply in-store today!!!
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(503) 578-5000
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Learn more about Marylhurst’s
Summer Intensive start for the BFA program.
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To meet with an advisor, e-mail studentinfo@marylhurst.edu
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