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Art gallery ignites interest

Elizabeth Hitz
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Spokane artist Thomas
O’Day's new show. “Just
About Everything,” opened
in the Alexander Gallery on
et 5.

The show opened with a
bang, some mad dog, vinegar
and a little fruit punch. O'Day
gave an exhibition of what is
called performance art, and
he creates his art by first
destroying it.

He takes artwork that he or
other artists have created and
buries, blows up, or otherwise
demolishes the pieces. Then,
he takes the left-over parts
and incorporates them into
new pieces.

He appropriately calls these
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works “art disposals.”

“The old work is turned
into new work. The pieces are
in a constant state of flux,”
said O'Day.

He demonstrated the first
step of these “art disposals”
in the presence of an avid
audience. O'Day blew up a
sliced painting in front of the
Neimeyer building, and poured
different liquids through pipes
onto drawings from the top of
a ladder. If ever it was, this is
art in action

Viewers agreed. “I kind of
like the idea of getting rid
of this stuff
[art],” said
Clackamas
art teacher
Rick True.
“l ask it,
‘Do you

want me to rip you up?’ — and
then I rip it up anyway. It's
getting to the process of mak-
ing.”

O’Day also gave a lecture
on his background, the history
of his art style and an expla-
nation of some of his past and
present works.

The show’s pieces have
rich and varied histories. One
creation, “Subtitle Zone,”
O’Day tied to pilings and sub-
merged under water at Puget
Sound for six years. When

he went back to retrieve it,
the diving crew he hired had
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no luck. “Subtitle Zone™ was
gone. So O'Day made posters
and offered a $100 reward.
Eventually, an elderly couple
called him up. They had found
the piece several years ago
and were using it as a lawn
ornament.

“Just About Everything”
also boasts a video instal-
lation. The projected video
against the background shows
the process of O'Day’s past
shows and “disposals.” In the
foreground, pieces from the
disposals are suspended. The
effect is eye-catching and dis-
orienting.

O’Day uses every-
thing from paper shred-
ders and liquid plumber
to metal compacters in
his work, and the entire
show reflects this vari-
ety.

FAR LEFT: Students
get involved with
Thomas O’Day’s gal-
lery by scrawling
on top of a cut-up
painting with mark-
ers supplied by the
artist. Interactiv-
ity is a key part of
0’Day’s gallery.

LEFT: O’Day pre-
pares to incinerate
a butchered paint-
ing in an orgy of
flame and smoke.

BELOW LEFT: Paint-
ing teacher Dave An-
derson helps O'Day
to lay the lines of
flamable chemi-
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cals in between the
pieces of a discard-
ed canvas.

BOTTOM: O’Day ex-
plains the meanings
of his unique sculp-
tures housed in the
Alexander Gallery,
which is located in
Niemeyer Hall.

Join the Fun
at “Scrapbook
Saturday”

Catch up on your scrap-
books or start new proj-
ects. Bring your favorite
photos and materials
and enjoy uninterrupt-
ed scrap-booking time.
Materials will be avail-
ableforpurchaseifneed-
ed. Free morning and
afternoon workshops.
Refreshments provided.

Saturday, October 21,
9:00 am — 4:00 pm.

Contact Jackie Flowers
@ 503-657-7181 for
more information.
RSVP requested.

St. Paul's Episcopal
Church
822 Washington Street
Oregon City
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