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jnetimes, art is just pretty. 
L is the case with “The 
L of Place,” the new 
I jo Niemeyer’s Alexander 
L Though the title of the 
¡t and the wall-mounted 
lation by Curator Nancy 
Lskey of Indiana University 
|tes that each piece of art is 
Lal statement, the plea- 
|the artwork is in the art, 
I statement.

Dana Goodman’s “Hercules 
in the Garden” is easily the best 
piece for this very reason. In 
a gallery perpetually dominated 
by modem art, Goodman’s work 
is of a more classic style. The 
bright colors and realistic shapes 
arranged in a unique manner por­
tray a more fantastical and aes­
thetically pleasing form than the 
most extravagant modem aft.

“The Rambouillet That 
Discovered Tomatoes,” anoth­
er piece by Goodman, is also 
impressive in the classical sense. 
The sponsors of the exhibit, how-
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ever, would have you believe 
otherwise

“The sheep and tomato, raised 
by the farmer, in service to soci­
ety, are displayed for our contem­
plation,” McCroskey’s plaque 
says of the piece. “Goodman 
asks us to consider our relation­
ship to the earth, its produce and 
the animal kingdom under our 
care.”

It’s a stretch. Of course, so 
is claiming that Jamie Walker’s 
modernistic “Clouds” series is “a 
quietly portentous political and 
spiritual drama.”

Walker’s series is surprisingly 
expressive, a good example of 
beautiful modem art. But even 
McCroskey seems unable to 
find the political statement in it, 
instead relying - much as I do 
- on a vague use of large words 
to sound intellectual.

The very nature of the exhibit 
is frustrating. It takes the power 
away from the imagination. Once 
an artist makes something, what­
ever meaning he or she intended 
is only a small portion of the 
piece. It’s up to the individual 
to decide whether or not they 
see anything symbolic in it. And 
sometimes it’s nice to look at art 
and just see something pretty.

In the end, the theme of the 
exhibit is a resounding failure. 
But the art - from classic to 
modem to the utilization of 
video projection - remains noth­
ing short of gorgeous. Just don’t 
read the plaque.
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Dana Goodman’s earthenware piece, “Hercules in the Garden,” is 
one of the works displayed in “The Politics of Place,” the new exhibit 
in Niemeyer’s Alexander Gallery. The exhibit runs through March 23.
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It may not have the cheap scare­
factor modem horror fans are used 
to, but “Night Watch (Nochnoi 
Dozor)” does posses one advantage 
its horror genre peers lack: a story.

The back-story is that a very 
long time ago, a war was fought 
between the forces of light and the 
forces of darkness. At the height 
of the fighting, the leaders of both 
sides realized that they were evenly 
matched and that continuing the 
conflict would only lead to the 
destruction of both sides.

So they agreed to a truce. The 
forces of light would make up the 
Night Watch to police the dark, 
while the forces of dark would 
form the Day Watch to police the 
forces of tight. No one could be 
forced to choose between one side

or the other; each would have to 
choose of his or her own free will. 
However, legends were told of one 
who would tip the balance towards 
one side or the other, breaking the 
truce, and whatever side he chose 
would win the war.

The film is pretty solid story­
wise. As it is file first part of a 
trilogy, there are many loose ends 
left to be tied up. However, we do 
get closure on various points in the 
film, and the script does a pretty 
good job of setting up the ground 
rules and laying out the cast

The acting is also solid. The film 
is subtitled, so those who don’t like 
to read during a movie might want 
to avoid this film. As the majority of 
the film’s dialog is in Russian, it’s a 
little difficult to figure out when and 
if the cast is hamming it up.

That said, the subtitles are very 
well done, and never have we seen 
subtitles done like this before. It can 
be a little hard to follow at parts,

and the subtitle effects can be a little 
distracting. However, the subtitles 
really add to the film’s atmosphere.

The special effects are alright. 
Certain parts, tike the showing of 
the veins and nervous system early 
on in the film, are over-used. Also, 
the rapid jump cuts in some of the 
fight scenes are almost fast enough 
to trigger an epileptic seizure. Other 
effects, such as “the Gloom,” as 
well as the many depictions of the 
crows in the film, are very well 
done and compliment the film well. 
Certain other bits seem out of place 
or over-the-top, even for a horror 
film.

All in all, the film is pretty. The 
rapid-fire jump cuts get annoying, 
and the music, while good, seems 
to clash with certain scenes. The 
direction and cinematography really 
help build up the film’s creepy-cool 
atmosphere, adding up to an enjoy­
able ride, and despite the few small 
flaws, the film is still enjoyable.
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