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“I believe
that this
nation
should be a
nation that
supports
life.”

im Lussier

| think
hortion is
necessary
il.”

Jake Johnson

“Abortion
should be
used only

4 for life

or death
situations
favoring the
mother.”

manda Harp

thinlk it's

ke mother's/
man's

poice.”

Austin Parker
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Abortion ban a good start”

Elizaheth Hitz
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On March 6, South Dakota
took center stage in the national
abortion debate as Governor
Mike Rounds signed a bill
outlawing all abortions except
those performed for the sake of
the mother’s health.

The ban seems to be a politi-
cal move; a protest of sorts,
which, because of our cur-
rent judicial system, has no
real hope of surviving. With
the appointment of two new
Supreme Court justices, this
ban simply seems like a ploy
to bring up the generations
old feud between pro-lifers
and those with a pro-choice
agenda. Roe v. Wade, the infa-
mous court ruling handed down
Jan. 22, 1973, made abortion,
including partial birth abor-
tions, legal nationwide.

But even if the ban is just a
strategic maneuver in the game
of politics, where does that
leave the heart of the issue:
should abortion be legal or
not?

Health wise, abortion is one
of the safest options available
to women as a means of so
called “birth control,” with
less than a 0.5 percent chance
of complications in patients.
The procedure is about a tenth
of the danger associated with
childbirth. However, the psy-
chological effects of an abor-
tion on women are massive,
long-lasting, heartbreaking and
little known.

According to the Tennessee
Right to Life website, in a
1985 University of Minnesota
study Dr. Anne Speckhard,
“researched ‘long-term mani-
festations of abortion® and
found that 81 percent of moth-

their aborted child, 54 percent
had nightmares, 35 percent had
perceived visitations with their
child and 96 percent felt their
abortion had taken a human
life.”

I've seen the effects of
abortion firsthand. Watching
a grown man, over 48 years
old, sob like a baby over an
abortion that happened over
20 years ago is heart-wrench-
ing. A worn, weathered face
twisted in grief, and the most
haunted eyes 1 have seen on
any human being, these are the
emotional effects of abortion.
And they affect more than just
“the women."”

The same site states,
“Immediately after an abortion,
many women report a feeling
of relief ... What you won’t
hear of is the guilt and depres-
sion that frequently follows. A

national poll found that at least
56 percent of women experi-
ence a sense of guilt over their

a high incidence of depression,
stress, low self-esteem, suicidal
feelings and substance abuse.”

decision, though According
the pﬂllsterhxm- to the Alan
self acknowl- Guttmacher
edged that many “Watch ing Institute, “At
women will 22 days after
not even admit a grown . man concep}:iou, a
having had an w. S0b like a baby’s heart is

abortion. In
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that 25 percent
of women who
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baby over an
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already beating.
At six weeks,
brain waves can
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tions  sought heart-wrench- have formed. At
out psychiat- ing. ” nine weeks, the
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of women who Most abor-

have not had
abortions. Further, numerous

studies reveal that women who
have had an abortion experience

tions are per-
formed between the first 6 to
12 weeks of pregnancy. Think
about that.
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