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Canadian ceramic artists ‘Fired Up’ displayed their work in Clackamas’s Pauling Center last week as

part of the National Council for Education of the Ceramic Arts. The group consists of 18 artists; much
of their art has been displayed across the world.
See page 4 for story.

Saxophonist Jackson rocks the funk out
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Jazz saxophonist Javon Jackson will get his
old-school funk groove on when he holds a
clinic at the Annual Instrumental Jazz Festival
this Friday and Saturday.

Jackson is an accomplished musician, hav-
ing plied his craft with jazz legends such as Art
Blakey and his Jazz Messengers. His last two
albums, “Have You Heard?” and “Easy Does
It,” have been critically acclaimed for their
soulful, funky takes on jazz standards.

The clinic will feature Jackson playing with
the Clackamas Faculty Jazz Band. Jackson
and the Clackamas faculty have never played
together, but it's something called a “pick-
up situation,” that occurs often, according to
Jackson.

While they may not know each other per-
sonally, Jackson said he and the other musi-
cians can “‘come together through the commeon
language of jazz.”

It may sound intimidating to step onstage
and play a set cold with a group of unfamiliar
players, but it's an experience Jackson rel-
ishes.

“1 get a chance to share my innermost feel-
ings with other individuals,” he said.

After playing, the clinic will tum to a
question and answer session, where Jackson
will share his experiences with music and the
music business.

“It's from A to Z — [covering] music, but
also my career,” Jackson said. “1t’s not [going
to be] one particular subject.”

Musically, Jackson said the workshop
would take time to go over past players in the
jazz tradition.

“We're going to be paying homage to
Charlie Parker, Coltrane, Dizzy Gillespie,
Duke Ellington — the masters of the art form,”
he said.

As for his career in the music business,
Jackson will tell students “how it was, com-
Ing up as a jazz musician, as opposed to how
it is today.”

Jackson said he enjoys holding clinics and
workshops; he sees it as “passing the torch”
to new generations of players.

One of the points Jackson will try to drive
home to young jazz students, he said, is the
value of practice and hard work over natural
talent.

“] just try to put it to young musicians
that the harder you work, the better you
get,” Jackson said. “Whatever their dreams,
whatever their aspirations, they can get there,
accompanied by hard work.”

JACKSON

THURSDAY: High school vocal jazz ensembles and a performance by the college’s Vocal
Mainstream Jazz Ensemble. Also performing will be local jazz singer Mary Kadderly. Concerts
start at 7:30 p.m. in the Niemeyer Center. Admission is $5.

FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 35th Annual Instrumental Jazz Festival. Competitions begin at 8 a.m.
both days. Evening concerts begin at 7:30 p.m. in the Niemeyer Center, Admission is $5.




