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Well, these next political years
will be interesting ones indeed. Not
only because
we are faced
with four more
years of the
Bush regime,
but because
“Give-em-
hell” Howard
Dean has been
elected the new
chairman of
the Democratic
National
Committee.

Dean em-
erged in the
public eye a
year and a half
ago, when he
was the first
to officially
declare his
candidacy for
the Democratic
ticket in the

Internet Photo

most important election in many
years. He quickly emerged as the
energized and controversial can-
didate who took an early lead
and was predicted to sweep the
primaries.

Some things don’t always work
out as planned, all due to one
out-of-context scream (granted it
sounded like a wildebeest giving
birth in an alligator pit.)

Now with Dean the official
new chairperson for the DNC,
citizens from all ends of the politi-
cal spectrum are left wondering:
what will this mean for half of
America’s political parties (since
of course there ARE only two)?

Many to the right of Dean have
suggested that he is too liberal
for America and the Democratic
Party. After John Kerry’s near
defeat, activists on both sides
spoke out for the need for reform
in the Democratic Party. Among
the loudest of these was ex-DNC
strategist James Carville, who said
that the key to future success for
his party lay in their ability to
accept the values of Republicans
as prominent decisions in people's

voting.

This was immediately jumped
upon by the right and twisted
to mean that it was time for the
Democrats to become Republican-
lite (now with 33% less love for
the free market system). This,
however, 18 not the case.

It is time for Democrats to
accept the values of Republicans,
yes, but that does not mean that it
is time to accept their positions on
the issues. It is time to meet the
challenge head on, armed with
well thought-out and supportable
stances to oppose the right — and
Howard Dean is the perfect person
to do this.

He explained things in lan-
guage people could understand,
without talking down to them, and
his stances were easy to compre-
hend. He was an opponent of the
Iraq war, but a proponent of the
Afghanistan invasion because it
was directly related to 9/11.

He was for health care—for
everyone, and provided a more
palatable version than the sin-
gle-payer plan similar to that of
Canada. Dean instead showed by

)ean may give DNC big shock

experience that he could imple-
ment a health care plan to cover 97
percent of his state that would not
be perceived as free enterprise.

In one of his best attributes,
Dean is a staunch fiscal conserva-
tive, running Vermont in a pay-
as-you-go system, and having a
surplus in his run as governor.

It is obvious that Dean has the
brains to speak to America, and
move a campaign forward, as can
be seen from his grassroots orga-
nization Democracy for America,
designed to promote progressive
politics by utilizing the internet
and blogging.

He also has the guts to stand up
for what he believes in — which
has gotten him into trouble a few
times, people even referring to
him as a “bulldog.” A man who
stands up for what he believes in

.. who would have thought?

A wise man once said that if
you don’t stir the soup once in a
while, the scum rises to the sur-
face. Well, Democrats, get ready
for a big huge spoon in your stock
pot; it’s gonna be a long ride, but
you'll thank him in the long run.
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