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at a time.

de the ‘Chrysalis

women, to a much larger group
¢ that now often reaches 20 women

The group meets once a week,
and women share and discuss their
pieces, ranging from poetry to
memoirs, short stories to novels.

“The very first day 1 knew I
was home,” said group member
Susan Landis-Steward, who has
now been with the group for just
over a year. Due to a brain injury,

I thought, ‘T'm either going to be
s hopelessly outclassed, or these are
id going to be wannabe writers, and
no matter what I'm going to be a
fish out of water,” said Landis-
Steward. “Right away, I felt like my

members typically bring in a piece
of writing, hand out copies to other
members and then read it aloud, but
not everyone is expected to bring
something.

“You don't have to read. It’s
totally up to you; if you want to
read you can, if you don’t you don’t
have to, so there’s no pressure,”
said Landis-Steward.

For most members, however,
even without sharing, the meetings

she was unable to work, and have something rich to offer.
sought out Chrysalis. ’ “Some weeks I don’t bring writ-
“I was very afraid going because  ing but I still wouldn’t want to miss

the group, really for the simple joy
of a good story,” said Pat Lichen,
the group’s facilitator, who's been a
part of Chrysalis for five years.
“There are women who come
from one week to the next and

her your  Writing was right there in the mix there are these ongoing novels

. wonderful and that they had lots to offer me that they are writing,” she said,

“It’s very andIhadlots to offer themand that “and I'm looking forward to the
it was going to be a good thing.” next installment.”
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as women writers’ group, meets Wednesdays from noon to 2 p.m. in
ter in Rook Hall, and women can join at any time during the term.
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right there.”

After all the awards, and all the work, Espino
feels like there’s a bigger message to be learned
from the success he’s had. A good friend once
brought someone to meet Espino and told him that
Espino was both a teacher and a doctor. The man
looked at Espino and said, “You don’t look like
one.”

“I think the message there,” Espino said in ret-
rospect, “is you just kind of are what you are.
Looks, pretense; that stuff doesn’t really matter.”

r, Group helps women writers
® flourish though peer response
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Members of Chrysalis, Sally Stone, Ginny Weber and
Ellen Mendoza participate in a group critique.

critique it,” said Matthews.
“Différent people have different
needs, so they tell us, ‘I just want-
ed to share this,” or, ‘I just wanted
to have somebody check my punc-
tuation on this,” or, ‘How is this
poem coming together?’ Each per-
son comes with their own individ-
ual interests and needs.”

Women in Chrysalis, especially
those who have been a part of the
group for quite a while, are very
aware of what different writers may
need to hear.

“[Chrysalis is] the kind of place
where we go easy on people until
we get to know them and even then,
there’s people that have said, ‘1
want you to eritique the hell out of
me,”” said Landis-Steward, “and
there’s others that need a little more
nurturing style, and I think every-
one's needs sort of get met.”

Aside from the business
aspect of Chrysalis, members
form friendships.

“The meetings are the only
time I see most of these people,
and you really forge a connec-
tion,” said Lichen.

Many members have grown
immensely in their time with the

group, and their writing has gone
beyond “just for fun.”

“[Chrysalis] has just been a
wonderful, wonderful opportunity
for me,” said Matthews. “Between
my husband’s support and the
direction that I've been able to get
from Chrysalis, I've got a nove] and
an agent and have had some short
stories published.”

Landis-Steward has just been
published in a magazine called
Spinoff, about hand-spinning yarn.

“It’s an article that I took to the
group and I said “You know, ['ve
been asked to write this article and
I'm going to read it to you and I
want you to critique the hell out of
it,” and they did, and they helped me
make it better,” she said. “It will be
kind of exciting when it hits news-
stands and bookstores to see a mag-
azine with my article in it.”

Joining Chrysalis is as easy as
flipping through your course sched-
ule. It 18 offered every term, free of
charge, and for no credit. The group
meets every Wednesday in the
Literary Arts Center (upper level
Roger Rook Hall) from noon to 2
p.m., and women can join at any
point in the term.
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