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Traci Emerson, a former Clackamas student, is now a French tutor for the college at only 20 years old.

a rewarding feeling.”

Emerson says she feels a great
sense of responsibility for her stu-
dents-one of the reasons her stu-
dents love her. She takes the time to
help them and make sure they
understand no matter how small the
question might be. She is always
encouraging students to call her any
time they have a problem.
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Peunsylvania  Auto  Theft
Prevention Authority. “Thieves
can use this information to steal
your identity and access your
bank and credit card accounts.”
Never keep a second set of
keys on the vehicle. Thieves
know all of the best hiding
i
en choosmg a c o
patk.,look one D .

ing, what does Emerson do?

She is a stu-
dent at Portland
State University
where she majors
in Ilngulstlcs with
a minor in French

and Spanish.
Someday she
would like to

teach French in
Spain or Italy,
obvious choices
since she chn
speak  French,
Spanish and a lit-
tle Italian.

Her interest in
languages fuels a
love of the coun-
tries they belong

to, “Languages open up an area

“When
students I work
with come up
and say, ‘I got
an “A” - thank
you for helping
me!’it’s such g
rewarding
feeling.”
Traci Emerson
French Tutor

“[The

French

of your mind that helps you

understand other
people...You're
not just learning
a language, but
also how ahother
culture thinks,”
she said.
Emerson
believes the
immersion
method of teach-
ing foreign lan-
guage-when stu-
dents are set
waist-deep in the
language  and
almost no English
is spoken in class-
is by far the best
method.
immersion

program] is excellent,”
Emerson said. “I'd love to see
it grow. Madame Cropsey is
wonderful ... you should be
doing this article on her
because she's such a patient and
incredibly dedicated teacher. I
have learned so much from her-
that's why I'm back here [at
Clackamas], I'm studying her
now...how she teaches.”

Emerson has accomplished
quite a bit for being only 20 years
old, and many French students
will be forever grateful for the
help she gave them. But Emerson
doesn't want to take all the credit
for what she has done. “God gave
me the ability to learn lan-
guages,” she said. “He gave me
this gift and I'm just trying to be
a good steward of it.”
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