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a gimple layout, some
ranting about the aggrava-
daily life, throw in some sar-
nd hate mail, and the man
s “Maddox” has created
t Page In The Universe”

me programmer and full-

dox has devised a simple
iccpt that has made a name
sell worldwide, In his lictle
me, he has managed o drive
ffic than Coca-Cola, Pepsi
onalds combined, and all
'aptmlmu a single red cent
site. Although his schedulc
rough, he stll manages o
site refreshingly interesting,

dent at the ‘University of

In fact, the counter on his home
page tracks anywhere from 100-200
hits a minute.

“It’s not hard to keep it interest-
ing,” said Maddox, “when the awe-
someness flows naturally. There was
a period in 2000 when 1 felt like 1
had to update my site once every
week, and my writing suffered
because of it; it sounded contrived
and flat, like everything clse you read
on the Internet.”

However, Maddox made a quick
recovery and his writing came back
stronger than ever. What's most
interesting, though, is that when
asked if he attributed any of his
writing abilitics to his college educa-
tion, his answer was simple:

“Hell, no,” he said., “Tyverything 1
learned in college can be written on

the palm of one hand.”

Just what does this Maddox
character write about that so many
people seem so interested in? Most

frequent are the articles ranting
hilariously abour things that dek him
off. Iivery once in a while, however,
hell have something clse he feels he
wants to express about his life, his

est’ content, no filler, lures visitors

adventures and the occasional
movic review: Stll he he has friends,
favorite restaurants and favorite pets
like anyone clse,

“I have two dead praying man
tises by my door,” he said. “Onc is
yellows the other is brown. 1 have
threatened to kick fricnds and fam
illy members out of my house if
rhu touch the bodies. 1 yelled at a
hpldtr the other day and the cocky
son of a |gun| kept charging at me.
So 1 wrapped it in paper and it
down the toilet. T muse give it ered-
it for its resilience, though; he
climbed back up bur didn’t survive
a sccond flush. Usually, 1 let bugs
off the hook if they survive the
first flush. 1 made the exception in
this case because of the spider’s
sheer arrogance.”

In addition to sifting through -
mails (“I have 75,000+ unread mes-
sages,” he said) and managing his
website, Maddox spends his spare
time playing video games,

“It’s the whole reason 1 ever
touched a computer in the first
place,” he said. “Of course, I had to
battle powerful forces that tried to
prevent  me  from  cnjoying
videogames as I grew up.”

Maddox can be found at
www.thebestpageintheuniverse.com
. His writing, although sometimes
blunt, is almpst always entertaining:
He also has other projects in the
works, but nothing confirmed as of
yet. He promises, however, that he
will definitely have work published
in “mediums other than the web”
The queston is; Will we be ready?
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However, the majotity of stu-
dents had no idea that, for a $5
donation, they too could have been
treated to an hour and a half of
pood jazz music featuring our
schools own jazz ensemble and
special guest, local saxophone play-
cr John Gross who, as Wakeling put
ity has played with “anyone and
everyone who's anyone.”

Wednesday afternoon, 1 called a
friend, who met me on campus, and
we walked over to the forum. 1 did-
n't sce any signs or flyers on the way.
Looking at the forum, 1 wouldn’
have been able to tell there was any-
thing happening, other than the spo-

dents garner, publish
rly Iterary compilation

Writers Club Contest are passed
along to the Synesthesia staff for
cvaluation. Additonally, the group
makes flyers encouraging students
to submit material as well as rely-
ing on the primitive “word-of-
mouth” technique.

Since the literary magazine is
designed to highlight only the best
writers, it would behoove the
applicant to remember some of
the criteria involved in the sclec-
tion process. One of these crite-
ria -md probably the most impor-
having a firm grasp of the

ﬂgllbh puage,
W

them,” said

into
surface errors. It

15 trans-

art this
year,” said Coffe L S50 we ook it
upon ourselves.  We went 1o the
student art show, found some
things we liked and asked for per-
mission to use them.”

Synesthesia has been pro-
duced annually since 2001 and has
become more professional with
cach conscecutive year. So support
the WR 246 class and pick up this
free publicaton June 3.

radic uniformed band member walk-
ing in or out of the building,

When we arrived, it was obwvious
the evening wasn’t well promoted. In
fact, there was more information
available for one student’s own off-
campus wine tasting. The closest
thing to advertising was the white-
board casels freshly erected next to
the entrance that were being written
on as we arrived ten minutes before
show time.

The lack of promotion is a
shame. 1 don’t know where the
blame lics or even if there is a need
for blame. Maybe the people

involved or the music department

programs.

class faculty.

just didn’t realize the number of stu-
these
events if presented with the oppor-
tunity. There were a total of maybe
20 people (a generous estimate) at
“this concert, and my friend and 1
appeared to be the only students, but
the band deserved much more for

dents that would come to

their efforts; they can really play.
One
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thing 1 was struck by
watching the band perform was
not that they were amazing; they
were good, yes, but with room to
grow. What really got me was how
much fun they were having. They
were laughing (when appropriate,
of course) and just plain enjoying

otion lacking, jazz band pleases both students in attendance

themselves. 1t was jazz, the way it
was intended to be. Tt was the kind
of thing people will go to if they
know it’s there to attend.

Maybe the music department
should promote more (as if they
arcn’t busy cnough). Perhaps the
band members should rake it upon
themselves to ger the word out. It
might be that students in general
should make an cffort o be more
up-to-date on campus happenings.
(It's more likely that a combination
of all the aforementioned is needed).
1 don’t know the answer. What 1 do
know, is people will come; they just
need to be informed,
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