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Grads wave farewell to CC
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THE CLACKAMAS PRINT

As this school year draws to a
close (or rather, classes come to a
screeching halt and finals arce
thrown in our face), we are forced
to contemplate our time spent at
Clackamas—because, after gradu-
ation on June 1l—we’re outta
here.

But before we go, let us first
recall that of which we wish to say
“Goodbye.™

Goodbye, bright orange cafere-
ria chairs and peculiar-smelling
Skylight Dining Room. (One of
these days somebody’s going to
figurc our what’s growing in there.)

Goodbye, water-wasting,
hyperactive automatic toilets,

Goodbye, Mt Dew-puzzling
student who shows up in almost
every class and has the ability to

squecze in almost as many words
as the instructor within a fifty
minute class period.
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overachieving  stu-
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dent who dampers the possibility
of the saving grace in the phrase
“grading on a curve.”

Goodbye, patient math rurors

Take time to decide pafhway fhrough

Ben Maras
OpiNION EDITOR

It has always scemed that there
were two kinds of students here at
Clackamas: those in a rush to get
finished and those taking their
time. Although the latter may be
considered “slackers”™ by the prior,
it is truly an example of slowly and
steadily winning the race.

Some students rush through
their education, treating it an
obstacle that must be overcome,

as

not a path to be enjoyed. Those

who do not rush are often labeled
“slackers.” They take a minimal
number classes during their
first term, indulging their interests
by taking special courses, and
focusing more on the knowledge
than the grades.

The following student’s story
provides an example of how tak-
ing onc’s time can pay off in the

ol

__about,

long run.

This student did not know
what he was going to do for the
rest of his life; he didn’t even think
about it until the end of his senior
year of high school. Vecling miser-
able over how he was being left
behind by his classmates, he decid-
ed to attend a community college.

This baby step may scem small,
bugit may have just 1)(.‘!. n the mid-
dle gear he needed. Going into
community college, the student

chose to foeus on things that
interested him and' things he had
always wanted to know more
emphasizing  knowledge
and keeping the means in mind

_rather than the end. What he
found %\%&L .answer o ohis
prayers.. o

For here at COC, he could

experiment with different fields of
interest, all for a minimal amouit
of money and stress, and beyond

he could begin 1o actually
think, rather than memorize the
date of the War of 1812 or who
was buricd in Grant’s Tomb: 4

The student began to make
contact with his fellow high ‘-th’?()]
alumnus and found that he was
now taking more eredit hours than
most of them and was bégianing

that,

to focus his ficld of studydown ro

have

things “he necver would
thought intercsted him beforc,,

On. the other hand, his peers.
who jumped dircetly o universi-
ties were swamped,
spinning as they looked around
lost, wondering where their entho-
siasm for Icarning had gone.
At is enly natural to stand at-a
fork 1n the rmd and try’ to ha:tﬂ}
decide which way to go, but itis
deeision that does not haye o b
rushed. Instead; one can step baek,
explore borh frails, and decide
which path is best.
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ScanTron sales make more cents than se

book sales: So what is a berter option?
about
monopoly be taken care of by the college?
Put a $1 Scan’Tron tax on cach student’s
This would
6.66666 Scan'Trons, which would cffective
ly leave the college with money left over
that they ean pur towards whatever clse.
What would this climinate? A) It would
keep students from suffering the pain and
cmbarrassment of having to march down
and pay for a fiftcen-cent irem with a
$20 bill (IP've done i trust me, i's
not good). B) Tt would give the
moncy
whatever they wanted with,
And C) That pet peeve of
would
finally be resolved.

Ben Maras
OprPINION EDITOR

Now its time we address something
that has surcly hit everyone: the mandatory
purchasing of ScanTrons. Surc its only a
measly fifteen cents, but that’s what bugs
so many collegians. Fifteen cenrs!

Students must ask themsclves, with all
the money (although F:
colleges) we pay in random fees, why is it
that we must pay fifteen cents and partake
in the loathsome process of purchasing a

ScanTron?

books: are they
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here on a full-time or part-time basis, and  sense,  1ts
every student bought one at fificen cents hard o
per ScanTron, that would equal $4,500.  believe
This fgure is not meant to be an actual  why
representation of the amount of money
gained by the college, only put the iy
amount in perspective.

ScanTron sales do make some
money for the bookstore, but the

amount is trivial compared to text-

i less than many

Does the bookstore not make enough
moncy in the prices they charge for text-
forced to moonlight in
black-market test formsz?

Some quick math would determine that It
if more than 30,000 students are enrolled
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