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Time for Bush to call it quits

Ben Maras
OriNiON EDITOR

As we stare down the barrel
of a possible draft, watching the
death toll rise like mercury, it is
only natural to question why we
arc here and wonder

second largest oil reserve in the
world (Yet our gas prices contin-
uc to rise?) because  we
Americans were told the mission
was to find those pesky WMDs.

Possibly the biggest surprise
came in December when the

when our troops will
be back home.

More than  two
years ago, Bush and
company started pok-
ing at Saddam
Husscin, accusing Iraq
of  breaking  UN.
Resolurion 687, which
prohibited them from
developing  Weapons
of Mass Destruction
(WMDs).

A year later, the
push for war began,
despite the  UN.
inspector’s pleas that
Iraq was compliant
and in no wviolation.
Only a handful of
countries were fooled,
but who would have
thought that Prime
Minister Tony Blair
would have joined in?
The linglish  have
good reason to call
him “Bush’s poodle.”

The time it took to supposedly
“pain control” of Irag was very
short, as coalition forces raced to
a statue of Saddam in Baghdad,
so that the President could wear
his spiffy flight suit and stand in
front of a big sign that says
*Mission Accomplished.”

He must have meant that
other mission—the one he didn’t
tell anyone about—to sccure the
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exiled Hussein was found hiding
in a hole in the ground. Yay,
everyone dance in the street—
we found Saddam! At the risk of
sounding like a conspiracy theo-
rist, one must consider that the
fruit on the trees in the back-
ground of the video seems to
indicate that it was filmed in
SUMMmer, NOL Winter ... just some
“food for thought.”

Since that time, American
cfforts have been directed 1o
“restoring order and peace” in
Iraq. The word “restoring” is a
tad misleading though, because
the prefix “re” indicates there
was order to begin with.
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The one good thing in this
mess s that Saddam is out of
power. However, we must recog-
nize the cost. The country is in
shambles: the deterioration s
cven worse than whar was left
after a decade of erippling UN.
sanctions (which killed more
than 1.6 million lraqis alonc).

More than 740 US. soldiers
have died, $131 billion of our

money has been spent, and more
than 10,000 innocent [mqi civil-
ians have been killed (less than
3,000 lost their lives in the 9/11
artacks).

I'rom an Iragi standpoint, the
difference between the Saddam
regime and LS. control
is small: Tragis are srill
killed for being ene-
mics of the state; they
still perish from  dis-
cases and hunger.

We must
understand  that  just
because the Tragis hate
Saddam, it doesn’t
mean they love
Americans. They didn’t
want Saddam’s regime,
but they don't want
ours cither. They want
to be free,

What is rthe
answer? We could rerali-
ate with peace. What if
we took the money that
would be devoted to
bombs and bullets and
instead  dedicated it to
food and blankets?
Would they still hate us?
Maybe this is too big an
idea for the sclf-pro-
claimed “war president”
to grasp.

It is time rthat Bush gets on
his knces and begs the UN. for
help and forgiveness. There can
be no withdrawal with honor;
there was no honor to begin
with. The United States can not
win this war, and it is foolish and
idealistic to imagine that we can.
We must right the wrong and
support our troops ... by bring-
ing them home.

Public inquest could prove detrimental to investigation

Frank Jordan
THE CLACKAMAS PRINT

The public inguest now
scheduled to take place after a
grand jury decides the fate of
Portland Police officer Jason Sery
will not serve the interests of jus-
tice and will give the minority cit-
izens of the city
of Portland more
reason to distrust
the police and the
legal  system  in
general.

This inguest
will take place
after a grand jury
convenes April 20

to  look into
whether to indict
this officer for

murder, which it
could do, and th
inquest could
hamper any
potential  criminal

{ casc against Scry.

The public has a right to know
the facts of this case, but the
inquest is a bad way to go. An
inquest jury will decide just four
things: Who died?  When and
where did it happen? What type
of death was ir: accident, suicid®
or homicide? Whar caused rhe
tlL‘ii[ll:‘ '

On the heels of the Kendra
James shooting last year, the
Portland Police Burcau is back
on the defensive, trying to con-
trol the damage to irs already
fragile repuration in the minority
community. Multnomah County
DA Michacl Schrunk called for

the public inquest almost imme-
diatcly after the shooting, with-
out so much as getting feedback
from the police burcau. 1 think
that maybc he jumped the gun,
The inquest jury not
charged  with  considering

is

whether the killing was justified
or criminal.

That is left to the
grand jury.
A grand jury
will take place
before the
inquest and  will
look at the shoot-
ing in sccret.
This  will help
protect the cevi-
dence in case the
grand jury
decides to indict
Officer Sery for
murder. Any
cvidence  thar
comes out in a
public  inquest
will  NOT  be
admissible in court.
anyone think for a
minute thar the inquest will stop
at the four basie questions? The
public will be more frustrated at
this situation than they ar¢ now.
The basic dilemma is this:
Any evidence that can be used to
convict this officer of murder, if
revealed in the inquest, will be
thrown out in court. A murderer
will get off scot-free. Sery filed a
motion in court to block the
inquest, arguing thar the inguest
would be prejudicial against him.
Monday, the county DA
announced that the inguest
would rake place after the grand
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jury decides if any charges are to
be filed against the officers
mnvolved, The inquest will take
place only if there is no indict-
ment handed down by the grand
jury.  With the change in rhe
order of the cvents, District
Attorney Schrunk has received
assurances from the officers
involved that they would rtestify
at an inquest, and testify without
any sort of immunity.  Sery’s
attorney said that because of the
change in sequence, that his
client would drop his legal action
to prevent the inquiry from hap-
pening,

My only question remaining is
this: If a grand jury fails to
indict these officers for what
looks like a brutal crime, then
how will the city of Portland

react? Could it possibly turn into
a Rodney King-fucled rior in the
streets of the Rose City? It
could, but 1 hope it does not. |
would like to think that the cit-
zens of this city could show
some restraing until after at least
the public inquest.  But it could
be a dicey few days untl that
happens.

Real change is needed at the
Portland Police Burcau. l'rom
tactics to training, from person-
ncl at the bottom to the person-
ncl at the top. But real change is
needed ar the cizen level, as
well.  Citizens of Portland need
to take more responsibility for
their acrions and their lives, Help
the police do their job and maybe
tragic incidents will be cut to
almost nothing in the future.

APRIL 14, 2003

Note from
the editors

Dear Reader,

As the warning on the froo
page indicates, page seven,
which is part of our special
seetion on the war in Trag, coy
tains material that some may
find disturbing. It is a photo
graph raken in Lalluja, Traq,
after the incident in which a
vehicle containing four
American mercenaries was find
bombed and their bodies wen
dragged throush the streets
before being strung up from
bridge by a frenzied mob.

Similar pictures were prinig
by The Oregonian on an
inside page. The New York
Times also printed the pictur
but in full color on the front
page. We decided as a staff th
in light of the actions raken
other reputable newspapers,
and because of our goal 1o
report the news in an “hones|
unbiased, and professional
manner” (see staff box below)
that it was appropriate to run
the photo tegardless of the
graphic nature.

The decision to run the
images was not taken lightly; I
the page designers dclibcm[u‘f
for some time over the ethics
issucs raised in running the
photo. Some of the questions|
asked were: What are the pos.
ble consequences of running
such a graphic image? Should
we use a morc indistinet phor
in representing the bloody
nature of the deaths? And
most importantly: What arc of
motives in running this pictu!

It is our feeling that it was|
not only appropriate but our
juurnalist?c duty to show this :
“other” side of the war by rul
ning it alongside others such &
the statue of Saddam Husscir
being toppled in Baghdad. W
believe that doing anything lf
would be a disservice to our
readers; if a person is old
enough to enlist, they are old
enough to scee the grim truth §
the lesser-shown side of war., |

When the page-design con
mittee presented this case to
our staff of student editors,

mous to run the image in the
special section.

It is in light of this that w{
have decided to run the pic-
ture, and following the “AP
Style Guide” and the lead of
The Oregonian, we chose 1
run a warning on our front
page so that readets who do
not wish to be subjected to
kind of ugly violence depictel
in the photo may abstain fron
viewing the page.

Letter to the Editor

Student speaks on founding fundamentals

| have heard in the media constant invocation
of “Christan fundamentals™ when it comes to
LLS. law, notably with the homosexual marriage
controversy The itonic thing about saying “this
country was founded on Christian fundamen-
tals™ is that it's only p:lrriﬂlly true, if trucar all,
in the sense Christans would like to think it is.

1f we go back to the ancient creators of
Democracy (Greeee) and Republicanism
(Rome), we have two of the most sexually liber-
al socicties of ancient/world history. Greeee was
a society that openly accepted homosexuality —
as well as many other kinds of “sexuality.”
Rome, prior to its Christianization, had a thick
culture of sodomy and other sexual deviations.

Joe Clement
CCC Student

1f we o to our founding fathers, we find
that many of them were Deist—rejecting a dein’
that performs miracles and answers prayers. _
Thomas Jefferson was a devout Deist and a firn
advocare for sccularization with a library of
dozens of irrcligious books. Other founding
fathers who didn’t embrace most, if not all, of
Christianity include: Ben Franklin (an open and ||

passionate Deist), John Adams and James
Madison, to name a few, In my opinion,
America wasn’t founded on Christan fundamen
tals; they had to find their way in.
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