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Are propgosed abortion bills necessary?

Three of the four bills will inhibit
a woman'’s right to choose

A woman's right to choose is
absolutely wvital; it's a woman's
body, a woman's mind and a
woman's responsibility.

Women have been having abortions
for decades. Were they always legal?
Of course not, but women were still

DO'SV Bain having them and women were dying.

: 4 > Are we going lo reverse our social

Editor-in-Chief thinking back 50 years? That would
be absurd.

Currently, four bills are going

through the legislature to regulate abortions. The first requires that abortion
providers educate patients 24 hours before the procedure. This could leave
too much room for providers to thrust their opinions upon patients. Just
because a provider is performing an abortion, doesn’t always mean they agree
with them. A woman should know the risks before the procedure, but the
woman should ask, not be told.

The second bill requires parental consem 1f the patient is under 17.
Should a parent decide if their ¢ .
has experienced back-yar
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thing that
emotional
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vent in her life.
s well. When I was 19,1
ecame so ill that I could-
n’t even move for two wing up. I lost 35 pounds in
two weeks and became so weak ouldn’t pick myself up out of the
bathtub. My doctors scrambled to figure out why I was so sick, but came
up with nothing.

1 couldn’t take it any longer. I became so weak and dehydrated that 1
had a miscarriage. Four months later, I became pregnant again. | tried
everything to stay healthy. Nothing worked, and once again I was in and
out of the hospital for weeks. One day a nurse mentioned to me that my
body might not be able to handle a pregnancy. I felt she was right. I
chose to have an abortion. I think about it every day of my life. Dol
regret my decision? No. I feel that I was informed, and I had the love and
support from everyone close to me.

When a woman starts having sex, she automatically forms an opinion
about abortions, even if her opinion changes when faced with the decision.
Women who complain about not being informed when they had their abor-
tion are ridiculous. Whose responsibility is it to inform them? If one is
adult enough to have sex, she should take it upon herself to do a little
research and get her facts straight. Abortions creale more emotional pain
than physical--there is no way around it--but a woman should be allowed
to make a decision that is going to affect her for the rest of her life.

A woman's uterus is her own. A woman's mind is her own. A woman's
body is her own. The world cannot legislate the crucial elements that make a
woman a woman. The government needs to choose their battles; this should
not be one of them.
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became pregnant. Th

Proposals will educate women
about the impact of abortion

A woman's “right” to choose is once
again being threatened in Oregon, and
abortion advocates around the area are
throwing a fit.

Several new bills are being presented
that would, among other things,
require medical professionals to
inform mothers of the medical risks
involved in having an abortion, man-
date a 24-hour waiting period before
an abortion can be performed and
inform the mother that her baby may
feel pain during the procedure. While these won’t outlaw abortion altogether,
they will help educate women about the impact their choices have on their
future, as well as that of their unborn child.

As a huge pro-life supporter, I think these are great ideas. | find it
ludicrous that mothers can legally have their pregnancies terminated,
thereby killing the unborn child. The second the baby comes into the
world, the very same action is classified as murder. 1 see no difference
between the two. Why protect one ‘and not the other? Why can people see
how precious babies are when they are out of the womb but not while in
it? Shouldn’ protcctmg them even mm‘e during this amazing time
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House Bill 2547, the “i _
providers to let women know of Imks between havmg an abortion and other
health conditions, and add a 24-hour waiting period between the time of con-
sultation and the abortion. What’s wrong with that? Wouldn't you want to
know how dangerous a procedure is before you have it done? There are far
too many women who decided to have an abortion and found out about all of
the consequences afterward--like guilt, depression and thoughts of suicide,
among other medical concerns.

The suggested waiting period in this bill also would prevent women
from making rash decisions. If you had a huge decision to make--and this
is definitely a big one--wouldn’'t you want to know all of the facts and
risks, and have a little time to digest the information? Sometimes people do
things in the heat of the moment that they later regret, especially when they
are emotionally distraught, and with the required waiting period, women
searching for a solution will be able make a more informed decision that
they won’t regret later.

Even with all of these proposed regulations, the only truly right thing to do
is outlaw abortion altogether. I don't think anybody should be able to kill their
unborn child simply because they don’t want it. However, since I seem to be
a minority on this subject, the least we can do is help women by providing
them with all of the information on what they are about to do. Those of you
who think these new bills may put a cap on women'’s choices, remember that
even without abortion, there will always be a choice: either put the baby up
for adoption or keep it. Don’t kill it.
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