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OPINION

January 29, 2002

Should the U.S. go to war?

War is a last resort, but the time
for drastic measures is now

The Gulf War, Part Two is the story
of a powerful country, not satisfied that
a weak underling is complying with
demands made on it, bound and deter-
mined to see that justice is done and the
world becomes a better place. 1 think
that it could be accurately described as
an action/adventure story, without
much romance and very little comedy.

The United States of America is
gearing up to take on the all-powerful
Iragi war machine in what could be a rerun of a Grade-B movie. The lessons
Ieamed from the first fom\r some 12 ;ysars ago into the Middle East desert

Frank Jordan
News Editor

Oval Office. o :

Should the United S!atcs mkr this action? Yes, mdn:cdy Iragi Dictator
Saddam Huascm has continued to defy United Nations resolutions that have
been spelled out to him over the last 12 years, 14 resolutions in all. Bush, Jr.
should take a course of action to spare the world and the pcoplu of that region
of the world more pazn and hcanache

from lhc bc'gmm
Peace acuvis

Saddam has been de
action.

No one in his or h
should be the last re
American lives will b

eement. Thg last resort is upon us.

act. Iragi civilians will die. Thatisa
fact. But if these e cur, a person who has used chemical
weapons in war against his neighbors (Iran) and his own people (the Kurds),
may turn and use them again and again, unless something is done. That time
1S nOw.

Portlanders and foreign nations
agree: war is not the answer

Ever since the terrorist attacks on
9/11, America’s population, along with
the world, has grown more and more
uptight and fearful of an all-out world
war.

The president of the United States,
however, has a different idea, and is
seemingly ready to march thousands of
innocent troops out into the unknown o
get thrust into a bloody world of war.

As we grow closer to going to war
with Iraq, Afghanistan, or whoever the current target happens to be, more peo-
ple are realizing the rashness of Bush's.plan.. Not only are Americans joining
together to rally against war, other countries such as France, Germany and
China have recently developed views that oppose the Bush administration.

Several different administrations are noticing the unnecessary haste with
which Bush is ready to annihilate a portion of the Middle East. All the coun-
tries that oppose the White House's plans for war believe, in accordance with
the given information, that Irag has completely complied with all weapons
inspectors’ requests.

Despite the recent findings of numerous, empty chemical warheads in Iraq,
the U.N. still believes that a niimber of months are needed in order to solidify
all information they’ve obtained about Iraq and let it take its due course. Our
American government, oi course, insists that Iraq is a threat and military action
should be taken upon them immediately. In other words, although there is
hardly any evidence at all, our government believes lhey have more than
enough reason o crush anyone who opposes it.

“Although the [9/11] altacks were devastating, I bchcvc we deserved it,”
stated an opinionated, anonymous student at Clackamas. -“If | were in their sit-
uation,” the student continued, “I'm sure 1'd be just as. mad at us.’

Indeed, upon, close examination, even people who want this war to happen
may see that it was the U.S. bombing of certain Mtdd]e Eastern countries for
years that motwaled 1hem to hah: us m the f rst placr. Therefore, if we con-

Megan Cobb
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disgust for our |mmoral" and irrational actions.
Apparently, members of the Bush administration are the only people in the
world, nearly, who actually want to go to w ortlanders march for peace,
the U.N. calls for more time, France says there's no need for war; I say, the
world just isn't ready for that kind of unnecessary, thoughtless violence.

A few thoughts on the impending war with Irag

“We definitely need
to remove Saddam
from power.
America needs to be
proactive about pro-
tecting freedom
everywhere.”

Jason Green

Trevor Coffee

“I definitely think
something needs to
be done about Iraq,
but war just isn't the
way to go.”

“| think we should
just nuke the whole
place. That's just my
opinion, though.”
Justin Conner

Hillary Ferguson

“| think it's kind of
silly that we have
severe budget cuts
at schools, yet we
have all these funds
to go to war.”
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| true tax is a sales tax. A citizen can

-control the tax they pay by the
money they spend. The most
important aspect of the sales tax is
~ everyone pays it, nol just small
. businesses and  middle-class
- Oregon. Everyone is hurting, but
 when will we get the leadershlp in
"Salem to finally say enough 15
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