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OPINION

November 13, 2002

To fip or not to tip? That is the question

| PI’O

Con

A few weeks ago | had dinner with
a friend who said he wasn't going to
tip the waitress. “It’s her job to wait
on me,"” he said. I was in an outrage.
This is true; our job is to wait on the
customer. But before you decided to
stop tipping too, consider the aches
and pains your server goes through,
just to make a five-table section

happy.
In a typical section, each server

Daisy Bain
Editor-in-Chief

So there I was, sitting in my favorite
restaurant on a Wednesday night after
work, enjoying a meal and a few adult
beverages, when my waitress saunters
over and asks if everything is all right. I
tell her that everything is perfect except
for one thing. She forgot the salad that
was supposed to go with my meal.
Embarrassed, she apologizes for this obvi-
ous blunder on her part, asks me if I would
now like my salad, and I proceed to polite-

Frank Jordan
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wails on about 15-20 people at a time.
If a customer isn't greeted within 60 seconds, the poor server can sud-
denly become {hc Lustomer s vital enemy. The drmk tastes a little weak-

table.
How about ﬂl thc bar

a {.Iumcc at taking me ham
Thcy can spend two hours |

dollars, there is @ person who iea\res two, o
think I am just doing my job. Did they know my c fo
only seventy dollars? The government takes it all _bcc'
made five hund;ed do!lm a wcek in ups -

you are cons:dcrlng not upplng

- The argument has been brm'.l t
work for minimum wage and put up w
npped so why should servers? As soon s the M
taxed on every burger they sell, I will tip the

The way Oregon’s tax system is set up, p __
ly live on the tips they make per night. The go nt ass
every Lus.wmer is gamg m np us acccrdmg to ﬂ1e pnce of his

rushed, she needs an
uldn't matter how
reaches the

ke them believe
them know why
ay they can let you know

why something has happened. Mnybc they had an accident and dropped
your food. Maybe that’s why your food took 25 minutes instead of 20.
If there is no excuse, go to the manager. If the service was that bad, this

person shouldn’t be in the industry.

But if the service was good, why not let them know as well. The aver-
age service worker is a single parent, or a starving college student. We

should all take care of our own.
£0 oul 1o eat.

Chivalry isn’t dead but
it must be sleeping

T
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Problem: Boy and girl come to a
closed door. How do they get through
to the other side? Answer: Boy extends
arm, grabs handle, pulls door open and
lets girl through first. It's not rocket sci-
¢nee.

I realize that it's the 21st century
and chivalry is supposed to be dead.
But that's just it; it's the 21st century,
guys should know these rules by now!

Recently, 1 went out on a date with
a guy that | met at a restaurant. [ left
him my number, and a few days later he
called and asked me out. He seemed
really nice, and besides the tiny bit of
awkwardness, it seemed like maybe
something could work out between the
two of us, What happened, you ask?

Well, on the evening of the date, he
called at about 5:30 p.m. Tums out this

If you can't bring yourself to tip, don't
Make your own dinner at home.

guy does not even have a car (28 and
doesn’t have a car?!?!), so he asked if [
wouldn’t mind driving. Now, he asked
me out; I do sort of have a problem
driving on a first date, but I had to
nonetheless.

We head out to go to dinner at a lit-
tle Chinese place. We arrive at the door
of this fine establishment, and he makes
absolutely no move to open it for me.
Now seriously, it's the smallest, sim-
plest thing a guy can do for a girl. It
should honestly be second nature. But
all too often 1 come across guys that
don’t even think about it. This is horri-
ble. My brother even opens doors for
me! So this is strike number two.

Conversation throughout dinner is
fairly sporadic, but thare’s still a bit
there. Finally the check comes. Now
keep in mind that he called and asked
me out. Well, the check sits there for a
few minutes, and I feel like he's waiting
for me to offer up some money. Finally
he puts the money down, looks at me
and says “Uhm, so, I'll get the dinner
and you can pay for the movie.” Strike
number three buddy. You're out!

So let’s recap. First off, guys need to
drive on ap least the first couple of
dates. It makes a girl feel less like a girl

ly tell her no. 1 have already eaten my
entrée and have had my plates cleared. I ask her for my bill and she lays it on
the table without saying a word.

My dilemma is lhis: The f

ing, not the other
ing the bartender
person tips wcll.

i . If one customer gives
a bad review of a business, that person may be so upset that they tell their friends
not to frequent this particular business. The mouth can be a very powerful tool.
To resolve my dilemma, I left a tip to the cook who prepared my meal, The
steak was excellent, the potato was cooked just right. I had to leave the tip with
the floor manager to make sure it went to the right person. I'm positive that the
server cursed me out of the door, but I didn’t care. She may even wait on me in
the future, but she needs to realize that it is my money, and I should be the one
who decides who receives the tip, if any at all.

LOVE LETTERS

if she has to truck your sorry ass
around. Secondly, always open the
doors. All doors, any door. It’s a tiny
thing, but in the end it measures up to
quite a bit. And finally, if you ask a girl
out, you are expected to pay. Now, if
the girl calls and asks you out, it’s up in
the air. It would be nice to offer to pay,
but it’s not expected.

Other tips to keep in mind include:
In order to take out a girl on the week-
end, the latest a call to her should be
made is the Wednesday prior. This is
simple common courtesy. Girls are,
well, girls. We need time to prepare.

Also, don't expect a girl to automat-
ically say yes to going out with you if
you call on a Friday night wanting to
hang out. Girls, you should not accept
an offer o go out with a guy a few
hours in advance. It looks a bit pathetic.
Furthermore, do not by any means,
place your hand in her back pocket and
keep it there. A) It's a bit too “Kevin
Amold/Winnie Cooper” and B) it's
obnoxious as all hell.

Finally, and quite possibly most
importantly, NEVER, "and I mean
never, slap, touch, or hit a girl in the
butt. It is vile and degrading, and
frankly, we all hate it.

-
WE'LL TAKE
THEM ALL.

LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR ALWAYS
WELCOME.

SEND LETTERS TO

CCCPrRINT@
CLACKAMAS.CC.OR.US

OR DROP THEM BY
BARLOW 104.
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