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Aspiring poets share talents with Clackamas

]eremy Samuel's poetry focus on life's anger and pain
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Samuel looks at the world from different perspectives. He admits
that his family thinks he's strange for wanting to write poetry, but
his mother is proud of his work and that's all he cares about.

SALENA DE LA CRUZ
Sports Co-Editor

Looking at Jeremy Samuel one
may not see a poet, but contrary
to first impressions he has been
writing since he was 11 years
old.

Samuel graduated from West
Linn High School in 1996. He is
21 years old and lives in
Wilsonville.

His parents divorced when he
was four years old. His mom then
remarried. His real dad died when
he was 11. He has a 33 year old
brother who lives in Washington
and a 34 year old sister who lives
in Clackamas. His mom currently
resides in West Linn.

His family knows of his poetry
talents, but according to him
“aren’t really into it.”

“They think I'm strange, but
my mom’s proud of me and that’s
all 1 really care about,” said
Samuel.

He began writing poetry as an
assignment.

“It was a class assignment and

we had to write about something
we liked.” “After that | saw my
gift,” he said.

It began as a hobby and has
turned into a favorite pasttime.

“1 want to affect the public,”
said Samuel.

Most of his poems include feel-
ings of anger and pain.

“Most people can relate to the
anger and pain in my poetry,” he
said.

He is currently enrolled in
Diane Averill’s English 106-01
class: Poetry. He also has hopes
of enrolling in a creative writing
course next term.

His favorite poet is Arthur
Rimbaud.

In his spare time he plays roller
hockey on a team.

When asked if he had a favor-
ite poem from his works he said,
“I"'m a writer, I’m too critical of
my s--t. ; don’t think I have a
good one.”

Samuel will continue writing
poetry in the future.

“I want to work and write and
play music,” said Samuel.
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Justin Flores has taken his tal-
ent in poetry and turned it toward
his love of music.

Flores graduated from West
Linn High Schoolin 1999. Heis 18
years old.

Flores currently lives in West
Linn with hismom, dad and 15 year
old brother. He likes to share his
poetry with his family on occasion.

“I'm kind of to myself with po-
etry, every once in awhile I'll let
my mom read it. 1 don’tletmy dad
read it because a lot of it is about
him,” said Flores.

He began writing poetry about
four years ago.

1 began writing poetry because
1 was really antisocial so I started
keeping a journal,” said Flores,

Justin Flores concentrates on music

Flores,
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Strike the memories from the past
Shmyaurmumandlook whau'vedane
If traded for money there would be none
So find a way and bring it back

And make tﬁoﬂay where nothing lacks

I'm so, sadfomltga
- Find a way fo bdng it back
Find & way without the cost
I've waited fong, I've waited for
A second chance fo open the door
- The rainy days the moments of despair
Wants me to believe that | don't care

Find a wsy ‘the mads are soft
Bring back the memories that have been lost
Shut your mouth and seize the way.
Live life like today's the day
~ So find a way and bring it back
And maka the day whem noﬂ‘ung lacks

He writes poems, but incorpo-
rates them into songs. He kepta
Jjournal to help him through life.

“It hasn’t been really full of po-
etry, but like music and songs,” he
said.

He’s currently enrolled in Diane
Averill’s Poetry class English 106-
01. This is his first instructional
poetry class,

His favorite poet is Robert Frost.

Flores would like to continue
writing songs through poetry.

He has started to form a band in
which he will play the guitar,

“If I can take it [poetry] any-
where, I want to take it into mu-
sic,” said Flores.

He believes kids listen through
songs.

“The youth of America is
America’s strongest voice,” added
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