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Life has a funny way of turning
out differently than we had planned.
Just ask Kelly Brennan, communi-
cations instructor and director of
forensics at Clackamas Community
College.

In 1990, after several failed at-
tempts at starting college, he moved
from his Irish community in Chicago
to Oregon with the ambition of at-
tending Portland State University.
However, he hadn’t realized that
PSU had a six-month residency re-
quirement.

After Brennan's sister suggested
Clackamas, he refuctantly enrolled,
with the intention of attending only
one term.

“I thought to myself: 1 didn’t come
all this way to go to a community
college,” Brennan recalled.

But he was destined to be at
Clackamas. He was destined to ac-
cidentally enroll in Frank Harlow’s
"projects in public speaking class"
and get hooked on speech and de-
bate. He was destined to be entered
into the wrong division (the senior,
instead of novice) in his first tour-
nament.

No matter how you look at it, there
can be only one conclusion: Kelly
Brennan belongs at CCC.

Brennan is engaging, personable
and dynamic. He exudes confi-
dence, but is humble about his tal-

ents and accomplishments. His stu-
dents praise him, and his speech
team adores him. In the five years
he has been directing speech and
debate, he has led his teams into 21
championships and watched them
win more than 1,000 individual tro-
phies.

“The students go out there and
get all of these awards, and the
coach gets all the pats on the back.”
Brennan said. “Butthey re the ones
who are out there winning.”

And winning is what the speech
team does best. With Brennan by
their side, cheering them on and giv-
ing them pointers, they emerge vic-
torious. Sometimes the victory
doesn’t come in the form of traphies
or superlatives; it can come in learn-
ing from mistakes and making im-
provements or overcoming personal
weaknesses.

“I tell my students that five years
down the road it won't matter how
many awards they’ve won, or how
many compliments they’ve received.
What matters is how they commu-
nicate with people.” Brennan noted.

Brennan is able to speak from ex-
perience when he says that mistakes
can enable success. Through his
years as a speech and debate com-
petitor he made his share of mistakes
and had his share of losses. Instead
of dwelling on the negative, he
looked for ways to improve his per-
formance. His main source of in-
struction came from other competi-
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tors. Watching them and figuring out
what made them successful made him
a better speaker.

“Success leaves clues,” Brennan
said, “and when | would find those
clues I would apply them. Now. | try
to package them in some way and
give them to my students.”

Brennan feels it is rewarding to see
those students take what he has
taught them and succeed. He is most
inspired when he can watch a sty-
dent transform from a shy and inse-

Name:
Kelly Brennan
Occupation:
Communications instructor
(speech, interpersonal
relations, broadcasting, mass
media and more). Director of
Forensics
Years at CCC:
2 (as a student), 5 (as an
instructor)
Hometown:
< Chicago, lllinios
Hobbies:
Restoring old houses, being
with his family
Education: e
AS CCC, AA in Religious
studies CCC, BS in Speech
PSU, BS in History PSU, MA in
communications WSU,
waorking on PhD. in Education
from PSU.

cure speaker intoa gold medal award
winner. Although the student is re-
sponsible for the transformation,
Brennan’s hard work and support
is no doubt a factor in the speech
team's and individual student’s suc-
cess.

“I've been fortunate to have stu-
dents with drive, hunger and tal-
ent,” Brennan expressed.

And each student would be for-
tunate to have Brennan as an in-
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What is it? The beginning course teaches basic rope climbing and = i
rock climbing techniques. Including: eight knots for climbing, how to 2 s,
tie into the rope and harness correctly, belaying, repelling and o n
prusiking (climbing back up the rope). 4 ¢
Class requirements: No climbing experience necessary. You must : >
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Clackamas Print ) rock wall in Randall Hall. www.cu-portland.edu >
i He is one of the first students ! o
o to take the beginning rock climbing sdnissions@ou-portland.cdo -
/f' T class now offered at Clackamas. -
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