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Snow Job provides the masses at Mt. Hood
Meadows with a variety of entertalnment

gigantic backflip 180, bigger than any-
thing else by either woman or man,
and landed straight on her back. It
looked extremely painful, but she
stood up and rode the rest of the way
down, probably to the biggest cheer
of the day. She didn’t place, but she
should have won for sheer courage.

The whole day-long event went
smoothly, and the entertainment was
tremendous. From the bands to the
great weather to the amazing riding,
the day was fun for everybody. Hope-
fully, next year will be as good as this
year’s event.

On the same note, Mt. Hood
Meadows will be hosting another
snowboarding event this weekend.
Vegetate, Snowboarding for Native
Wildflowers has been going on for
three years now, and raises money
to reseed ski trails with flowers dur-
ing the summer. There are four
events: Halfpipe, Big Air,
Slopestyle, and Boardercross. There
should be some top quality riding
going on, and it is for a good cause!
So anybody who is interested in
snowboarding, helping the environ-
ment, or both, should check out Veg-
etate. It won't disappoint.

floated a backside 180 over the brave
soul on the bike. The crowd loved it, and
their appreciation for his talent showed
when a line formed afterwards to receive
his autograph. Others from the Vans
team also skated the metal monster,
which was daring considering the sub-
standard quality of the ramp.

But the highlight of the day had to be
the Big Air contest. Riders in this event
had to have qualified at the previous
events, which were held at Loon Moun-
tain in New Hampshire, Sugar Bowl in
California, and Snoqualmie Pass in
Washington. There was over $30,000 up
for grabs, and riders both men and
women were hucking themselves off the
giant kicker and over a 40 foot gap in
hopes of gelting a piece of the pie.

Finalists in this event included Peter
Line, Nick Francke, Jason Borgstede,
Pete Iverson, Janet Mathews, Tina
Dixon, and a few others.

Highlights were Line’s switch-stance
900 tailgrab, Francke’s huge switch 720
rodeos, and numerous other spins and
flips. In the women's competition, a 16-
year-old girl all the way from Pennsyl-
vania nicknamed “Nugget” threw her-
self off of the kicker with huge aspira-
tions, and huge she did go. She did a
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Throughout the past few years,
there has been an explosion in the
number of music/sports events
around the country, and even around
the world. From the Warped Tour to
the Sno-Core Tour, Oregon has seen
its share of these extravaganzas, The
most recent, and perhaps one of the
biggest locally, was the second annual
Snow Job, held on Saturday April 25
at Mt. Hood Meadows.

Judging from the number of cars
pouring into the parking lot at 8:30
a.m., there were going to be quite a
few people enjoying the various fes-
tivities during the day. The sun was
shining, and a couple of inches of new
snow had fallen overnight, making the
atmosphere perfect for an event of
this type.

Many attractions had been lined up
to make this a successful venture.
There was live music, a vert ramp fea-
turing professional BMXers and
skateboarders, tons of free stuff from
the various companies setting up shop
in front of the lodge, the finals of the
Bud Light Big Air series, and above
all, good riding! -

The bands that were set up to play
included God Lives Underwater,
Fastball, Absinthe, and crowd favor-
ites The Specials and Pennywise.
They played throughout the day, with
Pennywise finishing things off with
their brand of Southern California
bro-punk. Punk isn't dead; they re-
fused to sign autographs afterwards
like they were expected to do, which
made the head honchos at KNRK
angry!

At the trade show, snowboard and
skateboard companies such as Ride,
5150, Planet Earth, Vans, Switch, and
others gave away free product and
also free demos of their snowboards.
Stickers, posters, and candy flowed
like water into the greedy hands of
snowboard grommets everywhere.

On the vert ramp, action was go-
ing down all day. Legendary skate-
board professional Steve Caballero
was there, going bigger than anybody
else with 540s, alley-oops, and vari-
ous other goodies. He also did a
doubles line with a biker, in which he
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Above: Jason Chatfield wins the men's Big Air Finals with a
switch-stance corkscrew 720.

Top right: An unidentified female Big Air competitor spins a blurry
360 stalefish.
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