
Campus stairways: a work of art

transparency in Randall

Poet offers own insight
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If you have walked in the halls of 
Barlow Hall lately, you may have no­
ticed the newly placed artwork in the 
shapes of hands, feet and even faces. 
Possibly you even noticed the stair­
well mural located in the southwest cor­
ner of Randall Hall. All of these pieces 
have come from some very hard work­
ing Clackamas art students.

The idea has been in the making for 
about a year, and the art students are 
finally getting to see the results of their 
hard work.

“It was a long, tedious process, 
strung out through different classes” 
says Advisor Rick True. “ The sculp­
ture class has worked for a year on the

Gravity National Park is due out this 
fall or in the spring of ’98. Rawlins notes 
it is harder to get a book of poems 
published than a novel because fewer 
people read poetry.

He has received several awards in­
cluding the Wallace Stegner Fellowship 
from Stanford and the National Primi­
tive Skills Award from the Forest Ser­
vice.

Rawlins sees the ability to use con­
notation as one of the most important 
for him as a poet.

“Because poetry is short, you have 
to master connotation,” said Rawlins. 
“The reader brings the emotion, that is 
what makes poems work.”

Rawlins strongly warned against try­
ing to make life fit into neat poetry forms.

“Life lacks the forms poetry requires. 
We tend to give shape and form to life 
[that isn’t really there] in our poems,” 
said Rawlins.

hands, feet and faces.”
The body parts that brighten the stair­

wells in Barlow are just the beginning. 
The plan is'to complete the stairwell to­
wards the end of the term, when all of 
the molds are ready.

The art department is very proud of 
the mural in the southwest corner of 
Randall. The project involved 45 stu­
dents and is about transparencies in 
transparencies. The objective was to 
have each person's design enter the next 
at a certain point.

Both of these projects were funded by a 
grant from the Cultural Arts Committee, with 
the intent of displaying the artwork in the 
halls of our school.

Two other ceramic artworks that were 
recently unveiled in Barlow were both pur­
chased from a sculpture show last year with 
funds from the Campus Art Committee.

Poet and writer C. L. Rawlins read 
from his recent works, including Bro­
ken Country, a nonfiction novel, last 
Thursday in front of a crowd of about 
50 people in the Skylight Dining 
Room.

Rawlins’ poems are very visual: 
He feels that the words themselves 
are not as important as what they 
portray.

“I don’t celebrate language by it­
self,” said Rawlins. “My primary 
passion is the texture of things. I 
focus on transferring the image [in 
my mind] to my readers.”

Most of Rawlins’ writing is of the 
outdoors.

“My life was shaped by my love 
for the outdoors,” said Rawlins.

Broken Country is based on a 
summer he spent in the wilderness.

“Human interaction is important to 
me. Spending time in the wilds makes 
me appreciate it more,” said Rawlins.
Rawlins notes that his book has a 

lot of humor in it, despite some seri­
ous situations.

“I use comedy instead of drama 
because you can include more,” said 
Rawlins.

Rawlins read “Sage Café,” a poem 
that compares the desert to a café. 
The poem has several strong images 
including blood and a biting cold.

Rawlins also wrote Sky’s Witness, 
a nonfiction book, and two books of 
poetry, A Ceremony on Bare Ground 
and In Gravity National Park. In
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New artwork decorates the stairways in Barlow 
and Randall Hall. The projects were constructed 
by Clackamas art students.
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The Horticulture plant sale was a success last Friday. The sale 
has been an annual Mothers' Day event for many years. It seems 
that the sale has become a traditional social event. Good plants 
for good prices continues to bring green thumbs to Clackamas 
once a year.
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