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CCC Choir travels to Estonia

Jon Roberts 
A&E Editor

Singers from Clackamas 
made history this summer by trav
eling to Estonia and singing in the 
Estonian World Song and Dance 
Festival. This was the first time 
an American group had been 
asked to and had performed in the 
all Estonian Festival.

Singers from CCC raised al
most $1,500 each to take a seven 
day trip Aug. 3-10 to Estonia to 
be a part of the Festival. After a 
ten and a half hour flight, the 31 
singers reached Estonia. They 
traveled that far to sing in a festi
val consisting of almost 8,000 
singers and more than 450 danc
ers. The audience for this monu
mental yearly festival numbered 
around 150,000 people.

Among the many students 
who traveled to Estonia was 
Genevieve Wiitanen who summed 
up the Estonians as “having few 
material things but what they had 
they gave wholly to us.” The trip 
was not only a first for the CCC 
choir but it was in the words of 
Wiitanen “an experience that you 
can’t put into words. It is defi
nitely an experience that every
one should have.”

Even after almost two 
months the choir members are 
still excited about their Estonia 
experience.

In Estonia, you are not some
one unless you are a singer. In 
fact, 85 percent of the people in 
Estonia sing in a choir.

“The people(of Estonia) are 
proud of their country and their 
heritage and it is reflected in their 
music,” said CCC Director 
Lonnie Cline who accompanied 
the Clackamas group to Estonia. 
“You can’t separate the music and 
the Estonians; the music is repre
sentative of their culture. It was 
a revelation to finally meet the 
people the music was about be
cause the music and the culture 
are one and the same.”

This is the start of a good re
lationship for Clackamas with the

people of Estonia. CCC’s choir 
was asked to return to the Esto
nian World Song and Dance fes
tival next year.

While in Estonia the choir 
was asked to sing for many im
portant events in Estonia, not only 
for the World Festival. The CCC 
choir was to sing at a ceremony 
with the mayor of the city of 
Tallinn JaakTamm. That was sup
posed to be the signing of the Port- 
land/Tallinn friendship agree
ment, which fell through, but the 
choir sang anyway.

The choir was also asked to 
sing on the city of Tallinn’s fa
mous yacht, the Kalev. This is also 
a great honor for the choir, ex
plained Cline, because this is a 
ship that only famous or power
ful people get to ride on, “The 
type of people usually asked to 
ride aboard this ship are people 
like emperors, queens, kings and 
presidents,” said Cline.

Another first for the Clacka
mas choir, was they were the first 
American choir to sing in the re
nowned Castle Kurresarre on the 
island of Saaremaa.

The relationships between 
the Estonians and the CCC choir 
have stayed strong. Several choirs 
from Estonia will be coming to 
visit the United States. The Na
tional Male Choir of Estonia will 
be visiting the Portland Sym
phonic Choir as part of the Nov. 
16 and 17 season opener.

On Dec. 8, at 8 p.m. the CCC 
chamber singers and the Clacka
mas Chorale will combine for the 
first concert of the year. Admis
sion is a can of food which will 
be donated to the needy. The con
cert will be held at the First United 
Methodist Church and will fea
ture sacred and secular music on 
the Christmas season along with 
music from the world-famous Es
tonian conductor Veljo Tormis. 
This is the first time this year that 
Clackamas students will be able 
to see the choir that wowed the 
Estonians.

The choir gather in front of the Karli Church in Tallinn.Photos 
contributed by 
Lonnie Cline and 
Christine Taylor.

Director Lonnie 
Cline leads the 
choir as they 
perform for world 
famous conductor 
Veljo Tormis (left, 
with beard).
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The CCC Choir 
performing in 
the Castle 
Kurresarre on 
the island of 
Saaremaa.

Left: Old Town Tallinn. 
Right: Christine Taylor 
giving Mayor of Tallinn, 
Jaak Tamm, gifts from 
Clackamas.
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