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Gender-bending version of 
the‘Tempest’: risky departure
by Jay Milton Osborne, III 
Contributing Writer

Tygres Heart Shakespeare 
Company has a reputation for tak­
ing risks by continually pushing 
the artistic envelope in their pro­
ductions. This production of “The 
Tempest” is certainly one of the 
bolder and broader stretches they 
have taken. The play is im­
mensely entertaining, but it is not 
at all that it should aspire to be as 
a work of Shakespeare.

The island set, which is ap­
propriate to the story line, is ex­
pertly crafted by Larry Larson. 
In the opening scene, where the 
tempest’s storm is at full thrust, 
the stage director and actors uti­
lize the set design to the fullest.

Unfortunately, in the later 
scenes, Glenn Williams’ stage 
direction focuses too frequently to 
one side of the stage.

In another delightful depar­
ture from the expected, the exotic 
costumes are beautiful and in­
triguing. Ashley Smith’s Middle 
Eastern designs enhance, but 
never overpower or obscure the 
characters.

Perhaps the most interesting 
costumes were those of the spir­
its. Bits of bright colored tinsel 
and raffia are explosively com­
bined with feathers and attached 
by arm and leg bands to the near 
naked, painted bodies of the spir­
its.

It is very hard to pinpoint the
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Rebecca Lowe and Eleanor O’Brien as Prospera of Milan 
and Miranda in Tygres

exact cultural origin of the spir­
its’ costumes, but they appear to 
have escaped from “Carnival” in 
Rio, or the Mardi Gras in New 
Orleans.

By far, the most daring de­
parture from the expected is how­
ever the bold gender reversal of 
the lead character.

Prospero is transgendered 
into Prospera. Williams decision 
to focus on the Earth-Mother 
qualities of the character dimin­
ishes much of the strength, magic 
and mystery of the male counter­
part, Prospero. Unfortunately, the 
relationship between Prospera 
and Miranda suffers from this 
change; after all, a mother-daugh­
ter relationship is very different 
form that of a father and daugh­

ter. Also, Prospera, as portrayed 
by Rebecca Lowe, gives away her 
power as a wizard and a witch, 
and thus loses her command of 
the tempest.

Throughout the performance, 
in a character reversal, the spirits 
dominate the action. At times, 
they become almost irritatingly 
omnipresent, while yelping, 
snarling and growling from all 
comers of the theater.

If Prospera’s character was 
given the strength to command 
the spirits and the magic, the re­
sult could be an improvement in 
clarity.

This gender-bending version 
of the Tempest will certainly pro­
vide you with a new look at 
Shakespeare.

by Jon Roberts 
Staff Writer

When most people think of 
the “Mask,” they think of Jim 
Carrey parading around in a 
yellow suit with a green mask 
on, saying “SSSSSmokin*.”

What people don’t know is 
that the Mask has been around, 
in one form or another for al- 
m o s t 
five 
years.

Before 
t h 
“Mask” 
was a 
block­
buster 
movie, it 
was 
com 
boo 
from

i ( 
k 
a 

small
Oregon 
comic book 
company 
called Dark Horse
Comics. They have been pro­
ducing quality comics for al­
most a decade.

Dark Horse produces such 
comics as “Star Wars,” 
“Aliens,” “Predator” and many 
other high-quality comics. 
Dark Horse comics is based out 
of Milwaukie and has quite a 
following across the nation.

Dark Horse also has some 
other not so well-known com­
ics that are also pretty “cool.” 
Watch out for comics such as 
“Barb Wire,” “X,” “Sin City” 
and “Ghost”.

The “Mask” was one of 
these. Now it is a big seller and 
it’s going to get bigger with the 
“Mask” cartoon coming out by 
the end of the year. The “Mask” 
has had two comic miniseries

Heart’s ‘The Tempest.”
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and now he has an ongoing se­
ries that is two issues old and 
going strong.

The “Mask” was originally 
called the “Masque” and pre­
miered in a comic called May­
hem, about five years ago. The 
character was basically the same 
as the one we all know but he 
was a little more violent.

The character re­
ally took off, so 

Dark Horse 
changed the 

i character’s 
name to 

r “Mask” 
and gave 

him his own 
comic. The 
“Mask” be­
came popu­
lar enough 
for Dark 
Horse to 
give 
him a 
second 
mini-

The popularity the “Mask” 
kind of decreased, but with the 
movie, popularity has skyrock­
eted to new heights. Not only is 
the “Mask” getting a cartoon, 
which features the voice of Jim 
Carrey, he is also getting a line 
of toys.

There is talk of a new 
“Mask” movie in about a year 
or two, but nothing for sure. 
Only time will tell if fans will 
get their wish and be able to see 
Jim Carrey put on the “Mask” 
again.

Dark Horse Comics have 
burst into the mainstream, and 
they don’t have plans of leav­
ing anytime soon. Watch out for 
Dark Horse Comics because 
they’re here, and if you don’t 
like it, get out of their way.


