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Cougar basketball comes out on
top after nailbiter with Saints
by Jesse Sowa Hood guards to get open outside High School star Phil Johnson
Sports Writer

The Clackamas Men’s Bas­
ketball team got a much-needed 
win against the Mt. Hood Saints 
in Gresham on Jan.4.

Despite recording only four 
assists in the game, the Cougars 
held off Mt. Hood in the league 
opener with excellent free throw 
shooting in the final minutes to 
win 86-82.

Kenny Walker came off the 
bench for the Cougars to score 17 
points, including a perfect five of 
five at the free throw line. “Kenny 
Walker played as good as anybody 
out there,” said Clackamas Head 
Coach Royce Kiser of his first- 
year guard.

Because Kiser had only nine 
players available for the game, 
including Ryan Valley who was 
ill, he was forced to use Walker 
and a few other players that 
haven’t found themselves in a 
close game this year. Kiser cred­
ited Jeremy Armstrong for com­
ing in late in the game and doing 
a fine job.

Kiser found that the Cougars’ 
zone defense didn’t work as well 
as it should have. The zone 
slowed down the Saints, but 
didn’t stop them from getting 
open shots as Mt. Hood knocked 
down 5 of 11 shots from behind 
the three-point line.

Matt Stahl hit Aaron Pierson 
for a three-pointer to put Clacka­
mas up 11-7 early in the game. 
The Saints kept the game close 
in the first half by getting the ball 
to their post men and forcing the 
Cougars’ defense to sag toward 
the middle. This allowed the Mt. 

shots.
Nate Williams got a steal and 

a basket to put Clackamas ahead 
26-22 with 7:30 left in the half. 
The Saints pulled to within one 
before Stahl found Williams for a 
wide-open three-pointer and a 34- 
30 Clackamas lead. Walker hit a 
three with under a minute left in 
the half, to give the Cougars a 
slim 39-36 lead at the break.

The Saints came out firing in 
the second half as they scored 
seven points before Jay Lassen 
sank two free throws to get 
Clackamas within two at 43-41. 
The Cougars regained the lead on 
a long three by Brian Brutke to 
put Clackamas up 49-47 with 
13:40 left in the game. A rebound 
and basket by Stahl with 8:25 re­
maining gave the Cougars their 
biggest lead at 63-58.

Mt. Hood then went on a 6-0 
lead to go ahead by one before 
Williams hit Lassen for a lay-in 
and a 65-64 lead. Clackamas went 
on a scoring run of their own as 
they scored seven consecutive 
points, concluded by a 15-foot 
jumper by Stahl that just beat the 
35-second clock to give the Cou­
gars a 72-64 advantage.

After the Saints had closed 
to within three at 74-71, Brutke 
nailed a three from the comer to 
give Clackamas a big lead with 
3:30 to go.

Mt. Hood began fouling in 
order to get possession of the ball. 
Williams hit four consecutive free 
throws to give them an 81-75 
lead. A driving score by Mt. 
Hood’s Ricardo Lopez and a steal 
and score by former Clackamas 

pulled the Saints within two at 81- 
79 with 2:05 remaining.

Mt Hood was unable to score 
on their next three possessions 
while Walker and Williams were 
able to knock down their free 
throws to put the Cougars up 85- 
79.

A three-pointer by the Saints’ 
Kent Jones in the final seconds 
came a little to late to help Mt. 
Hood as Clackamas won going 
away.

The Cougars hit just 29 of 
their 59 shots while the Saints did 
little better with a 31 of 64 per­
formance. But Clackamas beat the 
home team at the free throw line 
by hitting 26 of 33 as Mt Hood 
hit just 15 of 28.

Williams led Clackamas with 
23 points and three assists. He 
also added 10 of 13 free throws. 
Walker scored 17, while Stahl 
added 15 points and 10 boards.

On Jan.7, the Cougars were 
beaten by a much-improved Lane 
Community College team that 
finished 18-7 last year but failed 
to make the NWAACC tourna­
ment. The host Titans defeated 
Clackamas 91-74 in Eugene af­
ter outscoring the Cougars 61-43 
in the second half.

John Kromer led the home 
team with 20 points and five as­
sists. Phil Phelps scored 14 points 
and grabbed 12 rebounds. For 
Clackamas, Nate Williams was 
only able to get up three field 
goals for six points, but he fin­
ished with a very respectable nine 
rebounds and six assists. Matt 
Stahl led the Cougars with 18, 
points while Ryan Valley added
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Ryan Valley (#50) pulls up for a jump shot In the 
Cougars 111- 78 victory over Umpqua Community College.

13 counters.
Even though the Cougars have 

been on a relatively successful run 
since the Christmas break, Kiser 
still sees aspects of his team’s play 
that need to be improved. When 
he and assistant coaches finally 
get the players to do one thing 
consistently correct, it seems that 

another part of their game falls 
apart.

With the improved play of 
the entire team, the Clackamas 
Cougars will find their road 
through the league schedule could 
just lead them back to the 
NWAACC tournament.

AUTHORS NIGHT PRESENTATION 
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 1, AT 7P.M. 
IN CCC’S GREGORY FORUM. 
THREE RENEWED WRITERS CF CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE- LINDA GREW, VIRGINIA EUWER 
WBLFF AND MIKE THALER WILL DISCUSS 
THEIR WCRKS.
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