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Alternative pro’gramé help students

by Angela Williams
Staff Writer

There are many reasons that
students drop out of high school.
Everything from being stalked by
an old boyfriend or girlfriend to
just not being able to keep up with
classes.

Clairmont Hall is the home
of the Tri-Cities Alternative pro-
gram. This program is designed
to provide an alternative educa-
tion system for those students who
have never graduated from high
school.

Tri-Cities provides both a
General Equivalency Degree pro-
gram and a High School Equiva-
lency program. The GED is a test
intended o prove a general
knowledge of those things that a
student should have learned in
school.

The High School Equiva-
lency program is designed to give
students a chance to earn their
high school diplomas by complet-
ing required high school courses
at their own rate.

The study

ward getting her GED at Tri-Cit-
ies. “I want to get more credits,
and then try to get my GED,”
Borgman said.

High School Equivalency is
an entirely different kind of pro-

44 different semester-long
courses. The difference is that a
student at Tri-Cities can complete
these courses at their own rate.
Jason Boyd is 17 years old.
He dropped out of high school his
junior year. His

time taken to
prepare for the
GED depends
on the student.
Some students
take the test im-
mediately after

44
I'll graduate before my class
and | even missed a full year

of school.

-Sara Burkitt 99

reason for doing
this was to get
his credits caught
up, thenreturn to
high school as a
senior to play
varsity football

they drop out of

high  school. Others wait, in

order to learn more and earn more
class credits before they take the
test.

Christic Borgman dropped
out of high school as a sophomore,
because she would never go to
school. Now she is working to-
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gram than the GED. The students
who are working toward their
high school diplomas, must com-
plete the same 22 credits that a
student enrolled in any high
school would be required to com-
plete. :

The 22 credits turn out to be

Passing

by Angela Williams
Staff Writer

I feel that the passing of Mea-
sure 16 was amistake. A doctor
should not be allowed to assist a
patient in ending his or her own
life.

A medical doctor does have
the ability to determine whether
or not a patient is living or dead.
However, a doctor is not able to
make a determination on whether
a patient’s life will be valuable
enough to continue.

I have a friend who had a
heart attack at the age of 18. He
fell into a coma and did not awake
for months. Finally, the doctors
gave his family paperwork that
would allow them to turn off the
machines keeping him alive.
When the paperwork was fin-
ished, the machines were turned
off, and my friend did not die. He
began breathing on his own, and

with his twin
brother.

“I want a letterman’s
jacket with a football on it,” he
said.

Boyd is one of the leading
students this year in the Tri-Cit-
ies program. He has been in the
program for only seven weeks,

his heart took over beating on its
own. Still the doctors assured his
family that he would not live long
enough to ever regain any amount
of his memory or intelligence
back.

As time went by, he did re-
member some things from his
past, and he did regain much of
the knowledge that he had before,
However, the doctors told him
that he would have only six
months to one year o live.

Had Measure 16 been in ef-
fect at the time, he would have

‘had the choice to kill himself af-

ter having been told by a doctor
that his last six months would be
painful, embarrassing and expen-
sive,

Today, three-and-a-half years
later, he is nearly the same per-
son he was before the heart attack.
He has a slight memory loss and
he has a pacer on his heart, but

and is now working on complet-
ing his fifth course.

The courses vary in content,
but generally include some study
work, four or five essays and about
four packets of homework, When
the material is completed, the stu-
dent may or may not be required
1o take a test over the course. The
students are allowed to take the
work home and complete it, or
only do work in class. The classes
run Monday through Thursday.

Each student comes to the
Tri-Cities program for a different
reason, and with a different situ-
ation, but all of the students are
given the same chances to be suc-
cessful. Sara Burkitt, a 17-year-
old working on her high school
diploma, said, “I'll graduate be-
fore my class, and I even missed
a full year of school.”

Measure 16 was a mistake

he can do almost everything tha
he could do before. The choicé
to take advantage of Measure 14
would have ended a life whic
now is as happy as anyone else’

Like my friend’s life, no lift
is worth throwing away. Rough!
96 percent of the people who con
templats or attempl suicide do n
go through with it. A docla
should have no hand in helpin
patients end their own lives.

If a person makes that deci
sion, then decides they can g
through with it on their own, the
they can become one of the fou
percent who do go through wil
suicide. However, a medical doc
tor takes an oath to do all that i
in their power to help save |
patient’s life. Helping a patient
end their life is not in that oath
A doctor’s assistance in suicid
is nothing short of assisted mur
der.



