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NBA all-star
selection process
corrupted by
voting fans,
selfish coaches

by Jesse Sowa
The Pring Stafl

Why is it that the Na-
tional Basketball Association con-
tinues to allow its fans to vote for
the starters of its all-star games?
And how do some of the league’s
best shooters, who aren’t neces-
sarily the most popular, get passed
up by the coaches who pick the
reserves? These are just a couple
of the questions that need to be
answered by the NBA.

The NBA still finds it
necessary to include the fans in
the all-star voting. Whether the
players in the biggest markets are
having great years or the worst of
their careers, the fans will still
vote them as starters, Most baskel-
ball fans are unaware of aplayer’s
success during a certain season.

W Scoring leaders Nate
Williams and Travis
Orrick highlight big
wins over Mt. Hood and
Umpqua

by Frank Jordan

The Print staff

The Clackamas Cougar
men’s basketball team continued
its winning ways last week, wrap-
ping up the NWAACC's South-
em Division regular season title
with convincing wins over ML
Hood CC by a score of 106-88 and
a well earmed win over Umpqua
CC by a 94-70 tally.

The Cougars got oul of
the gate early against Mt. Hood,
going on a 24-7 run midway
through the first half to overcome
an early deficit in taking a 58-51
halftime lead. CCC continued

Fans vote for their favorites, not
always the best players.

The coaches whose teams
have the best record in each con-
ference leading up to the All-Star
Game are sclected as the game’s
coaches. These coaches select the
assistant coaches and a trainer for
theirteams. Al of the NBA coaches
vole on the reserve players for the
game in their own conference.
Sometimes the players that are
showing up the rest of the league
are pastupby these selfish coaches,

Thelate Drazen Petrovic
was snubbed by the Eastern Con-
ference coaches during last year's
picking of the reserves. Petrovic
was theonly player inthetop 15in
scoring in the league to not play in
the all-star game. He was also
keeping the New Jersey Nets in
contentionwith hisall-around play
and yet the coaches decided that
Petro wasn't good enough to play.
I'm sure that they now regret this
decision.

Whether the players in
the biggest markets are
having great years or the
worst of their careers,
the fans will still vote
them as starters.

What about Rod
Strickland of the Trail Blazers?
Isn't he the one who single-
handedly prevenied the Blazers
from falling into mediocrity with
his butstanding play? Without
Strickland, the Blazers would be
struggling to stay ahead of the
Kings and the Lakers in the Pa-
cific Division. The presence of
Clyde Drexleron the starting line-
up prevenied Strickland from
making the tleam. There is no way
that Sonics’ coach George Karl
and the rest of the Western Con-
ference coaches would have se-
lected Drexler as a reserve,

Thereare definitely some
faultsin allowing the fanstoselect
the starters for the NBA All-Star
Game, The best decision to make
now is to pick the players accord-
ing to their statistics leading up lo
the game. This would be more fair
for everyone involved. It would
eliminate any controversy from
the all-star selection process.

with the pressure defense in the
second stanza, eventually open-
ing up a 20-point lead before set-
tling for the 18-point win.

Nate Williams bombed
seven 3-point field goals on his
way 1o a game-high 30 points to
lead the Cougarson offense. Zach
Puent used good free-throw shoot-
ing (9-10) on his way to 25 points,
while Travis Orrick used four 3-
pointers to build his 21 points.
Kyle Dixon handed out 11 assists
and Jeremy Reinwald led the way
on the glass, hauling in 11 re-
boundsand throwing in 15 points.

Antwine Williams led the
Saints with 22 points and Jacob
Chena helped out with 16,

“We played pretty well
against Mt. Hood, and Mt, Hood

has a preity good ball club,” com-

Men's basketball heads for
playoffs after capturing 12-0
league record, division title

mented Head Coach Royce Kiser.
“We played pretty decently in the
first half, but we cranked up the
defense in the second and ran
them out of the gym.”

Saturday night, the Cou-
gars madethelong triptoRoseburg
to take on Umpqua CC, Clacka-
mas shook off a terrible first half
to eventually blow out the home
team 94-70.

“We played absolotely
terrible in the first half. We were
playing like we were just going
through the motions,"” said Coach
Kiser, “We were playing down to
the competition, and for a while
there, our hearts were just notinit.
At halftime, T over-emphasized
this point to the players, and we
came out focused in the second
half to blow them away."”

Omrick led Clackamas in
scoring with 23 points, while Puent
chipped in 16 points and 5 re-
bounds. Jay Moore came off the
bench to add 14 points, Williams
had 10 points and Reinwald had 8
points and 5 rebounds,

Matt Dawkins led
Umpqua with 17 points and 8
rehounds.

The Cougars’ record
stands at 21-2 overall and 12-0 in
the Southern Division. The Cou-
gars have wrapped up the division
litle and awail the divisional play-
offs to be held next week. The
Cougars close out their home
schedule tonight with a date with
second-place ChemeketaCC., The
game will be held in the Randall
Hall gym at 8 p.m., immediately
follgwing the women's game with
Chemeketa.

AND KEEP THE CUP
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We'll Give You
. $5.00

Receive $5.00 for participating in a dental

screening. OHSU School of Dentistry is look-
ing for volunteers 18-45 years of age to be

g screened for a series of future research studies. g
B For qualified volunteers, future studies may g
B provide dental cleanings, oral health care |
B products and from $5.00 to $20.00 compensa- il
=tion per visit. For more information call Sue or=

Greg at 494-2947.
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dall Hall




