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Calling Big Brothers

by Tina McFarland
Staff Writer

The Eastwind Big Brother/
Big Sister program needs adult vol-
unteers. According to Wendy Hunt,
program coordinator for Eastwind,
there is always a lack of Big Broth-
ers.

“Some kids have been on
a waiting list for two years for a Big
Brother. That's a long time to wait
for a kid,” she said. “It's hard to
explain to them why no one is there
to volunteer; why no one is taking
interest.™

Volunteers could have the
opportunity to participate in this won-
derful program that provides friend-
ship, guidance, recreational activi-
ties and cultural as well as educa-
tional opportunities for youth ages 7
o 14,

Hunt said stdents who
are involved in this program need a
friend who is responsible and who
can provide a helping hand at tack-
ling some of the tough problems they
face while growing up. Commonly,
the children involved in the program
have 1o deal with a lack of adult role
models, poor self-esteem and diffi-
culties in making friends. It's the
volunteers’ responsibilities lo meet
some of those needs.

“The basic need of the
children is they need an adult to give
them time, to show them they are
special. Often they come from single
parent families and they have spe-
cific needs that need to bemet. Some
have emotional problems or leam-
ing disabilities,” Hunt said.

According 1o Hunt, most
people know about the program in
g 1, butthe children getinvolved
through their parents.

“Themom, usuallyit's the
mom, looks into the program. Ofien
we gel calls from school counselors,
or from church or from CSD

Daycare

by Anjanette Booth
Staff Writer

Many employees and stu-
denis at Clackamas look to Camp
Fire Day Care, housed in the Family
Resource Center, forchild care while
working or attending classes.

CFDC has been al
Clackamas for the pasl six years,
residing the last three in the FRC.
The day care works on agreement
with the college 10 provide manage-
ment and operations with child care.
They also provide day care for the
student parents in the Young Parent
Opportunitiés Program while they
are attending class. Students, as
well as parents in the community, are
also able to seek child care from this
E'I'“g]".lm.

CFDC is licensed by state
mandate to care for amaximum of 88
childien within the space provided
by the FRC. |/

" One hundred five children are
now enrolled in the program because
of the part-time care needed by some
parents,

“We can have two pcnp-le

(Children's Services Division), re-
ferring kids to the program,” she
said.

S0 how and why do volun-
teers get involved? “Adults get in-
volved to give back to the commu-
nity.

“Usually someone had an
impact on them and they want to give
alittleof that back. Alsojust theidea
of belonging to someone, making a
connection. They have an impact on
that child in the one-on-one relation-
ship. They are wanted and needed by
someone. They know they are shar-
ing of themselves,” Hunt said.

The application process is
an extensive one, but Hunt said that
is to ensure a good match with adult
and child, as well as making sure the
volunteer will follow through on his
commilment, A volunteer
must be at least 18 years old and be
willing to spend 10 to 12 hours a
month for one year with his child.
Hunt schedules an in-office inter-
view as well as an in-home interview
along with several other screenings.

Hunt said her role as the
coordinator of the program is to**fos-
ter the relationships, to get them to
take off.

“Some relationships last
only the year that is required, but I
know of some that after four or five
years, they still see each other. That
is our hope,” she said.

» “(Big Brothers/Big Sis-
ters) help the children, it gives them
someone they can call theirown. Itis
a positive influence, it shows them
they are special and unique.

“It’s good; I not only get to
use my range of skills, whether it’s
making thematchor individual coun-
seling, but T also get to be a kid
again,” Hunt continued.

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering inthe Big Brother/Big Sis-
ter program can call Wendy Hunt at
492-3291,

center work fulfilling

in some slots,” according to Judy
Kling, CFDC director. “Some stu-
dents go to school on different days
allowing us to provide child care for
mare children.”

Although many students
see this program as a greal service o
the school, 125 children on a waiting
list wish they could domore. Mostof
the applicants wailing are babies
because of the limited number of
infant slots and higher costs. There
are openings for older children to the
age of 5.

“The state mandates how
many children we can care for by
how much square feetl or space we
need for each child. We would need
1o expand to have more children,”
Kling explained.

CFDC works in collabora-
tion withmore than one agency. The
day care is funded in a number of
different ways, such as parent fees,
United Way, YPOP and other grants
given to the students. Some children
are placed into the program by Adult
and Family, Services, Oregon City
Schools, and the ESD district.

“Everyone has some type
of co-payment program. No child
care is free, but we will help a stu-
dent look at their options depending
on their specific needs,” Kling said.
All funding is on a first-come, first-
serve basis.

CFDC is split up into five
different sections during the school
year: mobiles(infants), toddlers, 3-
year-olds, 4-year-olds and 5-year-
olds. The day careisopen yearround
and is open lo school-age children
during the summer.

Kling has been involved
with day care for 23 years and has
been with CFDC for the past three.

Kling said she enjoys
working with the children. “I like
what 1 do. Ido it because it allows
me o do what I really like to do."

Many people say they
would not be able todo the job Kling
does; it takes a lot of patience and
tolerance.

“I get hugs. I also get the
Jjoy of secing the children grow and

_develop,” Kling said of the benefits

of working with children.
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Campfire Daycare Center provides childcare for students
at Clackamas, as well as community members.
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