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Instructor's integrity, ability questioned

by Andrea Smith
Staff Writer

When a doctor performs
unnecessary surgery, nobody hesi-
tates to file a malpractice suit. It’s
the same when & lawyer boiches a
case. The client has a suit against
the attomey as soon as humanly
possible. If people buy faulty mer-
chandise at a store, they take the
item back and demand a refund,
Why, then, do students settle for
instructors in college thal aren’t
teaching them anything?

The vast majority of in-
structors al Clackamas are sin-
cerely interested ineducating their
students. 1've found most of the
teacherstobeknowledgeable, com-
pelent and compassionale (o the
educational and personal needs of
theirstudents. Unfortunaiely, there
are a few who are too tired and/or
apathetic toteachanything of value.

One of these in the latter
category is, to my dismay, an “in-
structor” in my major field. Thad
heard warnings not to take his
class, but being an optimistic per-
son, Idecided to give theman a fair
chance. 1 thought that even if 1

disagreed with him, 1 would do
well to get an opposing, yel edu-
cated, perspective on my opin-
ions. [ went to class with the
intent to listen, discuss and learn
something from the lectures.
What I got was a brainless banter
of right-wing rhetoric based on
nothing but the instructor’s per-
sonal opinions and the "Rush
Limbaugh Show.” What makes
this particularly ironic is that 1
am a registered Republican, and
have always held views that are
on the “conservative™ side of the
political spectrum,

I would not mind the
bias toward one ideology over
another if I had learned anything

teach me. 1obviously did not get
my money's worth.

This “instructor” also made
inappropriate remarks and spent
valuable class time stereotyping
people, which in itself is offensive
and should not be tolerated. For
example, in our brief discussion of
the subject of education, this “in-
structor” said that public school
leachers are not able to perform
their duties because so many chil-
dren are disrupting the other stu-
dents in the class. He said the
teacher is so busy with “Pedro and
Rodney™ she doesn’ have time for
the children who want to leam.
It’s conceivable, I suppose, that
“Pedro and Rodney" are both from

Don't accept unproductive use of your
time and money. Your name on a class
roster is a vote for the teacher. There are
some teachers who should be voted out.

inthe process. After reviewing six
hours worth of class time notes, I
was amazed to find I had only 11
words of usable information writ-
ten down. I paid this person lo

middle-class white families and |
am being excessively sensitive, but
1 don’t think so. The use of names
generally considered ethnic makes
the intent of the statement clear.

College President welcomes

B Keyser encourages participation

Welcome to Clackamas
Community College.

Our purpose statemenl is
“Creating Lifetime Opportunities
for Student Success.” This means
that all staff at Clackamas are
primed to assist you with the at-
tainmentof your educational goals,

If you haven't set these
goals, we wanlt (0 encourage your
exploration of those which make
the most sense for you. Your
success is our [rst priority. Of
course, every person is their own
bestteacher and learner. So, please
help us meet your needs by asking
questions and raising tough is-
Sues.

Our governance system
at Clackamas relies heavily on stu-
dents to shape the direction of the
college. Yourstudent association,
led by Deanne Duvall, is a major
player on all deliberations con-
cerning tuition, planning and
evaluation of our programs and
services.

The student association
has a number of opportunities for
student involvement in helping us
solve problems. Please take ad-
vantage of opportunitics for in-
volvement, both in the classroom
and in the “extended classroom™
beyond,

You are encouraged to
help shape the future of the college
and our educational programs by
letting student government lead-
ers and college staff know your
ideas for making Clackamas the
best possible teaching and learn-

. ing environment.

Thanks,

John Keyser
President, CCC
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President John Keyser, Clackamas Community College,works hard "Creating Lifetime

He may as well have said African- |

Americans and Hispanics are (he Qﬁ' .

problem students in our schools, |
The idea that this man is being
paid by acollege to spread hisown
personal bias is so incredibly ri-
diculousand offensive, Ican’teven
think of a word 1o describe my
outrage.

As youmay have guessed,
Idropped the class. I'm making an
extra trip from Tigard to Oregon
City every Thursday to attend a
course where I am leamning what
need toknow. [don'talwaysagree
with the viewpoints of my new
instructor, but he is obviously an
educated, competent teacher, He
respects his students. T learned
more in 10 minutes of his class
than in six hours of the other,

I didn"t want to merely dis-
appear from class without taking a
stand. | would like to encourage |
every student who is dissatisfied
withan instructor to do the same.
Don’t accept unproductive use of
your time and money, Your name
on a class roster is a vole for the
teacher. There are some leachers
who should be voted out.

students

Opportunities for Student Success.”
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