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Welk pursues career in occupational therapy;
applauds support received from LCOP, Clackamas

by Michele Myers
Stalf Writer

Patricia Welk, 42, is a real
inspiration. For three years she
has attended Clackamas Com-
munity College and is alsoa Life
and Careers Option Program
graduate. LCOPisa program for
single parents and homemakers
who have decided to get back
into the job market.

Welk is one of three students
who will receive special recogni-
tion and will be profiled by Col-
lege President John Keyser at
graduation June 11.

Before Welk started attend-
ing Clackamas, she was working

took different classes to oblain a
more satisfying job and to save
maney for her children's college
funds.

Now, three years later, Welk
is graduating from Clackamas and
will go on (o attend Pacific Uni-
versity ‘and pursue a career in
occupational therapy.

“T originally planned on going
into Psychology,” she said. She
looked into Pacific University's
catalog and read about occupa-
tional therapy. At first she was
hesitant about going into a health-
related field as she had relatives
that had done that for years.

“They have all different kinds

"Don't give up. | know how hard it is with
a family, job; it is definitely worthwhile."

--Patricia Welk

at a low-paying job at a plant,
trying hard to make ends meet
and hating the work she was doing.
Anunfortunate accident gave her
the ability to give up working at
the plant and attend college. She

of therapists but occupational
therapists are more positive, and
deal more with the patient’s whole
life working toward a positive
end,” she said. Occupational
Therapy also has a better job

Photo by Heidi
Hranatnios

Patricia Welk

market outlook as it is a creative,
new ficld. Welk hopes that with
President Clinton’s new health
plan that occupational therapy
might get an even bigger boost.

Welk has some advice for
students, particularly returning
students with a job and a family.
“Don’t give up. Iknow how hard
it is with a family. job; it is defi-
nitely worthwhile.”

Clackamas, particularly the
staff, were very supportive and
Welk said that they truly wantcd
the students to succeed. She said
she is very lucky to live close
enough to attend a great school
like Clackamas.

Freels leaves 'comfort zone' at Clackamas, heads for University of Oregon

by Hafidha Acuay
Staff Writer

Melissa Freels is one of three
graduating Clackamas students
this year o be honored as a stu-
dent profile at graduation.

Jan Godfrey, director of
counseling and career planning,
describes the student profiles as
“students who are given recogni-
tion for completing degrees here
at Clackamas: who have sur-
mounted special situations.”

Faculty and staff nominate
students; a commitiee then se-
lects the student profiles.

John Hooley, assistant dean
of humanities, was the chairper-
son of the committee, and nomi-
nated Freels.

“She has been very involved
in the student paper and managed
to maintain honors grades and
still finish in two years. I thought
she had done remarkably well for
someone 5o active,” he said.

Hooley also said it was im-
portant to have a representative
from the younger students. Freels
was the only candidate who had

Melissa Freels  Anmsene sooin
cometo Clackamas directly from
high school,

“Ireceived the application in
the mail. I was kind of surprised
that I had been nominated, but 1
thought I'd take the chance. (T)
didn't really have anything to
lose by applying,” Freels said.

She began attending Clacka-
mas {wo years ago on a journal-
ism scholarship and was a staff
writer for The Clackamas Print.
A year laler she earned the posi-

tion of co-editor-in-chief.

“Tt (joumalism) is something
I've always loved. I became in-
volved in journalism in junior
high and I've continued on ever
since,” she said, smiling.

Freels, a petite, generally
quiet woman, who celebrated her
20th birthday in February, is a
Journalism major planning to
transfer to the University of Ore-
gon in the fall.

“I know they have a really
strong journalism program. ["ve
heard so many good things about
it, and the School of Journalism
has received national recogni-
tion,” she explained.

‘When asked what she is
looking forward to at U of O,
Freels replied. “Leaming: I'm
always thrilled about leaming new
things, getting closer o my de-
gree, I'm looking toward maga-
zing journalism. Their classes
She says she hopes to enroll in
the types of classes she likes and
“focus on what [ really enjoy.”

Despite her experience with

The Clackamas Print, Freels
doesn’t plan on trying to become
an editor at U of O's daily paper,
The Emerald. “I really want o
focus on my studies and writ-
ing,” she said.

Though Freels is eager to
continue her education at Uol O,
“I'll miss the personal atmosphere

Freels, a Milwaukie native, to
leave her family and friends here.

Far those who know Freels,
a two-year honor roll student with
impeccable handwriting, who
neatly highlights textbooks and
always keeps her office desk
orderly, itis not difficult to imag-
ing: her in a position of even greater

"She has been very involved in the stu-
dent paper and managed to maintain
honors grades and still finish in two
years ... | thought she had done remarka-
bly well for someone so active.”

--John Hooley, assistant dean of humanities

andeveryone I've met in the jour-
nalism program. It’s kind of like
this whole place is a comfort zone,”
she added. She knows il will be
difficult to find a place on her
new campus where she will feel
at home, like she did here.
Because Eugene is “not that
far away™ and she has family
there, it won't be too hard for

authority.

Her “ultimate goal” is 1o own
her own magazine one day, but
she knows the road to the realiza-
tion of that dream is long. In the
meantime, “I hope to stay in the
Northwest,"” she said, ** work for
a newspaper or magazing and
possibly do freelance work.”




