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Three students to be 'profiled' at graduation
Welk pursues career in occupational therapy; 
applauds support received from LOOP, Clackamas
by Michele Myers
Staff Writer

Patricia Welk, 42, is a real 
inspiration. For three years she 
has attended Clackamas Com­
munity College arid is also a Life 
and Careers Option Program 
graduate. LCOP is a program for 
single parents and homemakers 
who have decided to get back 
into the job market.

Welk is one of three students 
who will receive special recogni­
tion and will be profiled by Col­
lege President John Keyser at 
graduation June 11.

Before Welk started attend­
ing Clackamas, she was working 

"Don't give up. I know how hard it is with 
a family, Job; it is definitely worthwhile."

-Patricia Welk

at a low-paying job at a plant, 
trying hard to make ends meet 
and hating the work she was doing. 
An unfortunate accident gave her 
the ability to give up working at 
the plant and attend college. She 

took different classes to obtain a 
more satisfying job and to save 
money for her children’s college 
funds.

Now, three years later, Welk 
is graduating from Clackamas and 
will go on to attend Pacific Uni­
versity and pursue a career in 
occupational therapy.

‘1 originally planned on going 
into Psychology,” she said. She 
looked into Pacific University’s 
catalog and read about occupa­
tional therapy. At first she was 
hesitant about going into a health- 
related field as she had relatives 
that had done that for years.

“They have all different kinds 

of therapists but occupational 
therapists are more positive, and 
deal more with the patient's whole 
life working toward a positive 
end,” she said. Occupational, 
Therapy also has a better job
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market outlook as it is a creative, 
new field. Welk hopes that with 
President Clinton’s new health 
plan that occupational therapy 
might get an even bigger boost.

Welk has some advice for 
students, particularly returning 
students with a job and a family. 
“Don’t give up. I know how hard 
it is with a family, job; it is defi­
nitely worthwhile.”

Clackamas, particularly the 
staff, were very supportive and 
Welk said that they truly wanted 
the students to succeed. She said 
she is very lucky to live close 
enough to attend a great school 
like Clackamas.

Araki plans to go home to Japan; 
will miss ’the people? of CCCLi
by Nicole Turley / 
Staff Writer ,<••••■

• : Araki’ hasbéen
selected by college faculty as 
a strident profile for thegradu- 
átion ceremony, which will be 
held on June ! 1.

Araki is 23 years old and 
moved from Hamanatsue. Ja-:: 
pan five years ago to attend col­
lege in America./. Currently, 
Araki íscÓmpíetingherassoci- 
ates degree in ? music and• is 
involved in jazz/chotr, Inter* 
national Club while maintain-, 
mg a 3,3 GPA. In her spare 
time, she enjoys spending time 
with her friends and play ing the 
piano*. ’ ••:'.•. : :

When shebegan at Clacka- 
mas, Araki could not speak any 
English^ ¿so. shfe began ¿¿king 
ÉSLcíassés atCfackamas, •‘To 
learn a new language is very 
difijculifiji me “she Said,“es- 
pecially because English is »0 
different from Jájtóíese;”

This difficulty did not stop 
her from getting involved and 
meeting new péfrpi¿< She got 

: involved :iri; litó Iniernaticnial 
dub, were Shp wasa secretary: 
for a .year and took some vocal 

classes, " ,, < . • •

jazz class 
andlraetmany American 
friends,”shfesaid.“The teacher 
(Loh^.C3in^ was very ¿fee,” 

Her future plans are to re­
turn to Japan and pursue a ca- 
reerin teaching music, butshe

"To learn a new 
language is very 
difficult for me, 
especially be- 
cause English is 
so different from 
Japanese." 
/ft/ *Madoka Araki

^/keeping her options open* 
Originally, Araki hoped focon- 
<¿n¿eahcn^c^ge:ÍM^B 

fea, but herTinanciaf situation 
will naCallow for iti •

Lci^: ^^rojfransfëf tò atj- 
other School here but unfortu­
nately I can't,” said Araki/When 
asked what she will miss most 
about Qackamas;, ArakisatcL 
“thepeople.” • ' • •••• 
>A pitra'áÍM«tÜÍ&

Freels leaves 'comfort zone' at Clackamas, heads for University of Oregon
by Hafidha Acuay 
StaffWriter

Melissa Freels is one of three 
graduating Clackamas students 
this year to be honored as a stu­
dent profile at graduation.

Jan Godfrey, director of 
counseling and career planning, 
describes the student profiles as 
“students who are given recogni­
tion for completing degrees here 
at Clackamas; who have sur­
mounted special situations.”

Faculty and staff nominate 
students; a committee then se­
lects the student profiles.

John Hooley, assistant dean 
of humanities, was the chairper­
son of the committee, and nomi­
nated Freels.

“She has been very involved 
in the studen t paper and managed 
to maintain honors grades and 
still finish in two years. I thought 
she had done remarkably well for 
someone so active,” he said.

Hooley also said it was im­
portant to have a representative 
from the younger students. Freels 
was the only candidate who had

Melissa Freels Anj.nette Booth

come to Clackamas directly from 
high school.

“I received the application in 
the mail. I was kind of surprised 
that I had been nominated, but I 
thought I’d take the chance. (I) 
didn’t really have anything to 
lose by applying,” Freels said.

She began attending Clacka­
mas two years ago on a journal­
ism scholarship and was a staff 
writer for The Clackamas Print. 
A year later she earned the posi­

tion of co-editor-in-chief.
“It (journalism) is something 

I’ve always loved. I became in­
volved in journalism in junior 
high and I’ve continued on ever 
since,” she said, smiling.

Freels, a petite, generally 
quiet woman, who celebrated her 
20th birthday in February, is a 
Journalism major planning to 
transfer to the University of Ore­
gon in the fall.

“I know they have a really 
strong journalism program/I’ve 
heard so many good tilings about 
it, and the School of Journalism 
has received national recogni­
tion,” she explained.

When asked what she is 
looking forward to at U of O, 
Freels replied, “Learning; I’m 
always thrilled about learning new 
things, getting closer to my de­
gree. I’m looking toward maga­
zine journalism. Their classes 
down there are more specialized.” 
She says she hopes to enroll in 
the types of classes she likes and 
“focus on what I really enjoy.”

Despite her experience with

The Clackamas Print, Freels 
doesn’t plan on trying to become 
an editor at U of O’s daily paper, 
The Emerald. “I really want to 
focus on my studies and writ­
ing,” she said.

Though Freels is eager to 
continue her education at U of O, 
“I’ll miss the personal atmosphere 

"She has been very involved in the stu­
dent paper and managed to maintain 
honors grades and still finish in two 
years... / thought she had done remarka­
bly well for someone so active. "

-John Hooley, assistant dean of humanities

and everyone I’ve met in the jour­
nalism program. It’s kind of like 
this whole place is a comfort zone,” 
she added. She knows it will be 
difficult to find a place on her 
new campus where she will feel 
at home, like she did here.

Because Eugene is “not that 
far away” and she has family 
there, it won’t be too hard for 

Freels, a Milwaukie native, to 
leave her family and friends here.

For those who know Freels, 
a two-year honor roll student with 
impeccable handwriting, who 
neatly highlights textbooks and 
always keeps her office desk 
orderly, it is not difficult to imag­
ine her in a position of even greater 

authority.
Her “ultimate goal” is to own 

her own magazine one day, but 
she knows the road to the realiza­
tion of that dream is long. In the 
meantime, “I hope to stay in the 
Northwest,” she said, “ work for 
a newspaper or magazine and 
possibly do freelance work.”

Poet conveys ’sense of sacred wisdom lost, hew found hope' 
:^TO:Wi^yA^^a»¡Today*- iacreativewriting^tiieli^hute hummteshtencethatcmionlybe A self-ascribed‘‘motmtahi

and "Talking Leaves: Contem- > of American Indian Arts in Santa challenged fry self examination, of womanhood," Woody’s big 
/OXtfr^jhat W essays ex- - hearted prescnceandcalm de- 

plain a lot about how 1 approach meanor are a captivating com-

by Justin M, Fields '
StaffWriter '

Tradition and heritage, the 
land and the heart , the past and 
the present Native American 

bines these elements to con­
vey aaenseof sacred wisdom 
lost, and new found hope, ■ 

Woody appeared in the 
Gregory Fceram, Friday. 
Woody , who cites both Wasco 
and Navajo influences in her 
wm-k^Iasbeenwidfely anthdlo- 
gized. Snch collections as 
"Songs from This Earthen 
Turtle’s Back," "Ffreweed"

^ra^’J Wüye;:.Améhtóíúi. Short 
Fiction,” all include selecticms 
byWoady,Iftl985,shewaspnb- 
ÌìsImxLmaprojectthe Seattle 
ArisCommissiohundri the title 
of ”lm^ë,"^with-drily 17 Other 
seiet^:^tsf7hat;-sanie yetifr 
Woody-was jurifed into tiie Liter­
ary Readings 'senes of the Na-

WWen’s S^iesCtmfer- / with the Earth and ttsfhythms, 
ence at the University of Wash-; she solemnly warned, "The great- 
ingtoh// ’ ;< •.. ' " J cst experience is missed by those

‘Thte of my favorite things 5 i^will:npt iKSted»5:.-^0h^’ poet 
to do. in collegedogmaisapartof 
says ” said Woody* whomajored .. C 3 " „ \ ?

short essay which provided tiie 
background for her poetry.

and/traditional historyz- Woody 
spoke of a time, “pre-dating mass 
mèdia;“ While femphasizingthe

my poetiy,” said Woody* .
Woatfy’s poetry selections 

included; "Buckskin," a humor-

tachment io “An Indian Car," 
"Plateau women,” about women 
she admired as a girl, and "Three 
Sisters;’’ a poignant look at the 
•Native' American. family and 
hetitage*Ofthe sisters,. Woody 
writes, “Their grandmother is in 
their hips,"

bination, J
: Wten asked about life on a 

reservation, Woody replied, 
riDanyou btiagfoe beinimadd: 

pick tjp your -family arid- 
wnreTf / , - 
^O^^Bbonse to a question 
regarding ¿^-atiitudejowaid 

white people, she said,“! am not 
a ^patatiO ahi 
ing a pl^. fer all people IO know 
themselves/..


