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Kiser optimistic about playoffs

by Jason Eck
Staff Writer

The Clackamas men’s bas-

ketball team can clinch the North-

west Athletic Association of
Communily Colleges Southern
Division title if they win one of
their final two games against
Chemeketa or Southwestern

{ Community Colleges.

The Cougars improved their
record to 24-2 last week with
wins against Mt. Hood and
Umpqua Community Colleges.

In the game against Mt
Hood, Feb. 10, Dan Conover and
Tyrone Miles were ineligible lo
play because of the fighting inci-
dent that occurred in the Feb. 6
game against Lane. The loss of
these two players did not hurt the
team, however, as the rest of the
players picked up the scoring
slack.

The Cougars scored the first
five points of the game and took
a32-16lead midway through the
first half. Mt Hood played
enough defense to keep the game
withinreach, but the Cougars still
led 46-33 at halftime. In the
second half the Cougars were
able to maintain the lead and go
on to win the game with contribu-
tions from many players in the
absence of Conover and Miles.

The Cougars got a balanced
scoring attack. Brian Peterson
led the men with 17 points, Kyle
Dixon added 15 points and had a
team-high seven rebounds. Josh
Rombach had 14 points and four
assists, including two 3-pointers,
Jake Petersen also had 14 points,
Other performances included Jer-
emy Reinwald's 12 points, on 5
of 6 shooting from the floor; Jon
Dahlin’s 11 poinis and Randy
Wheeler’s eight points.

The Cougars returned home
Saturday to face Umpqua, one of
only twoteamsto beat Clackamas

' thisyear. The Cougars again ook

an early lead at 12-4 before
Umpgua went on a run (o come
within four at 21-17.Umpqua
came as close as one point on

several occasionsin the first half,
but were never able o take the
lead. The Cougars settled for a
39-33 halftime lead.

In the second half the Cou-
gars were able to keep Umpqua
from taking the lead. With 5:58
remaining in the game the Cou-
gars led 76-64. At this point
Umpqua went on an 8-0 run to
narrow the lead to four points.
Head Coach Royce Kiser was
not celebrating a victory just yet.
After a timeout, the Cougars
scored to take a six-point lead
and were able to hold Umpqua
off for an §5-80 win.

Rombach led the scoring at-
tack with 21 points and Reinwald
contributed 17 points. Miles
scored all of his 13 points in the
second half, the majority coming
inastretch when the Cougars ran
a play for him several limesina
TOWwW.

“The guards made some
pretty nice passes (to Miles),”
Kiser said in response to Miles®
scoring opportunities.

“I'm real happy we won the
game. I didn’t think we played
that well. They're (Umpgua) a
tough team for us to play
because they rebound well”
Kiser said.

He was pleased with the
win, but saw sorme aspects of the
Cougars' game that need (o im-
prove as the playoffs near,

One of these aspects is the
team’s defensive game. He said
that the Cougars need to play
tougher defense, especially this
time of the season, as the compe-
tition will not get any casier.

Kiseris hopeful that his team
will enter the playoffs as the top
seed in the NWAACC Southern
Division. The winner of the
league is guaranteed at least the
second sced in the tournament.

However, with a win in the first
playoff game against the fourth-
place finisher in the league, the
league winner will enter as the
number-one seed.
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