October 30, 1991

NEWS/OPINION

Page 3

Safety not to be taken lightly, common sense vital

by Jimmy Criswell
Staff Writer

Safety on our streets is an issue
not talked enough about, even though
we know every night people are
being raped, mugged, assaulted,
and killed.

People should know what they
can do to protect themselves from
becoming statistics as victims of
violent crimes. It is said that we
shouldn't have to do anything to
protect ourselves; that is what the
police are being paid to do. But, as
the adage says, “if you're not part
of the solution, you're part of the
problem.” This holds true here,
100.

Clackamas County Sheriff Bill
Brooks suggests many different
things people can do as simple
precautions. One of his key points
was jusl always be alert.

“Violent crimes can happen at
anytime and in any location, though
assaults are more apt to happen at
night under the cover of darkness.”

Not being alone is one of the
most useful ways (o protect yourself,
according to Brooks. “The greatest
deterrent toan individual istobe in
the company of other people. Itis
also good to be in a lit area, and/for
in the middle of a busy section,
such as in traffic or in a mall.”

By Greg Tpul]y g
Staff Writer

According to figures recently
released by the FBI, there were
100,433 rapes reported in the United
States in 1990, with 424 of these
occurring in Portland.

Does the police department do
enough to protect victims of rape?
Are police procedures fair to the
victims of sexual assault?

While one in four women will
be raped during their lifetime, only
one in tenrapes will be reported. 13
per cent of all rape charges will
eventually be dropped by the victim.

If you are out at night, be aware
of the area around you. Don’t go
where you can easily be surprised.
If this isn’t possible, have somebody
go with you, as what Brooks calls a
“courtesy escort.”

When you go somewhere that
you have to park your car foralong
period of time or out of sight, always
lock the doors. Not only can that
protect any possessions in your car
and possibly the car itself, it also
helps prevent a possible assailant
from getting in and lying hidden,
where he can altack you by surprise.
You should have your keys ready
beforehand in case you need to get
in your car quickly. It is also good

'There are good
samaritans out
there,’ Brooks says,
‘but you can't really
tell who they are.’

to lock your door after you get in.
If you are ata traffic signal and
you have a strong reason o believe
that someone is about to attack
you, Brooks advises you to ignore
the traffic signal and report the
incident.
Brooks also stresses always
knowing where you are when you

are driving, especially at night. That
is important in cases where you are
being followed. Knowing where
the local police station, sheriff's
office, and pay phones are is very
important. If you feel you are being
followed, you should go to one of
those places, in that order, unless
your proximity dictates otherwise.
Try to get the description of the car
as best as possible. If you have a
cellular phone, call 911. But be
sure not to forget to tell them where
you are,

If you are on a highway or
other well-traveled road and your
car breaks down beyond your ability
to fix it, put your hood up, turn your
hazard lights on, and lock the doors.
If someone stops to help you, roll
down your window part way and
ask him/her to call the police or a
tow truck to help you out. “There
are good samaritans out there,”
Brooks says, “but you can’t really
tell which ones they are.”

Things can be done at your
home to create a safer domain in
your neighborhood. Make sure the
area around your home is well lit.
Either trim or remove bushes in
your yard that could conceal
individuals or their movements. Put
dead bolts on all doors leading to
the outside, and never hide the key

under a mat, behind a rock, or
anywhere else near the door. Those
will be the first places they look.

Automatic burglar alarms are
also very useful. Some good systems
can be found at a low cost. Itisalso
possible to rent an alarm system
from month to month. The noise
created by these can ofien effectively
deter a criminal.

If your house is broken into
while you are there be very careful
about what youdo.Call911. Don’t
use a firearm unless you know how
1o use one and you know what the

'The most important
thing to remember is
being aware of what
goes on around you'

law is regarding il.

The following is the law exactly
how it reads: “161.219 Limitations
on use of deadly physical force in
defense of a person. Notwithstanding
the provisions of ORS 161.209, a
person is not justified in using deadly
force upon another person unless
the person reasonably believes that
the other person is:

(1) committing or attempting
to commit a felony involving the
use or threatened imminent use of

physical force against a person; or
(2) commilting or attempting
tocommit a burglary in a dwelling;
or
(3) using or about to use
unlawful deadly, physical force
against a person.”

If you see a crime in progress,
find a police officer and report it
immediately. Brooks leaves the
decision of intervention up o the
person witnessing it.

“If you think you can
successfully intervene, then you
should. Some people are very
capable of handling certain
situations. But if you don’t think
you can successfully intervene,
report it and leave it up to the
police.

“If you are present in a
place of business at the time of an
armed robbery, comply completely
to the demands,” Brooks says. You
should concentrate on geiling a
description of the person--height,
clothes. Get the type of car, color,
license plate, or anything else you
think will help the police capture
the person.

The most important thing
torememberis being aware of what
goes on around you and using
COMMON Sense.

unreported, statistics climb at alarming rate

One of these cases involved a
young Milwaukic woman. While
on a brief visit to another state 1o
see a friend, the woman was attacked
by one of her friend's co-workers.
When she went to police, they told
her that if she wanted to press
charges, she would have to remain
in the state while the charges were
investigated and through subsequent
trials.

The police asked her if and
how much she had been drinking
and put her on the spot for being
around several men.

“They basically made me feel

like I was to blame, like I had been
asking forit,” said the woman, who
preferred to remain anonymous.

She was forced to drop the
charges, rather than disrupt herlife.
She was questioned by the police
and went through an exhaustive
and embarrassing physical exam.
The attacker walked away without
a hassle.

In a case where the viclim was
from adifferentareathan the attack
occurred, police would do all they
could to get to the bottom of the
charges, said Detective Carter of
the Portland Police/Sex Crimes

| FOR SALE I

FOR SALE - Trumpets: E-Benge
jx-ml, replated valves, like new
$500. King student model, not
pretty, but plays great $100. Call
654-3944,

FOR SALE - 1980 Dodge Colt,
Runs well, front end damage $400
OBO. Call 654-3944.

BIKES - Good working road bi-
cycles (10 Speeds) $25. BMX style
|bikes $30. Many to chose from.
Men's, Women's, and Children’s.
fome like new. See Eddie Murphy
ASG Ext. 2598.

FOR SALE - 1985 Mercury Lynx
3 door, 4 speed, AM/FM cassette,
low miles, black 1 owner. Call
659-5743.

FOR SALE- 79 DatsunPU, good
condition $1500 OBO. 655-2327

FIR SALE - 1985 red Plymouth
Tarismo 2.2L, AM/FM cassette,
nzw tires, clutch, transmission, and
b:akes. 657-6958 Ext 2576

I'OR SALE - Queen sized water-
ced. Complete with heater $125
UBO, Call 655-3558.

Classdfieds

| FOR SALE .

FOR SALE - Sharp PA3100 elec-
tronic typewriter. Excellent condi-
tion $60. Call Phyllis Ext. 2462,

FOR SALE - Super-single water-
bed complete w/six-drawer pedes-
tal & full sideboard, Includes sheets
and mattress pad $200. Call 650-
0551.

FOR SALE - Twomountain bikes.
89 GT Karakoram loaded. Owned
by bicycle mech. $475 OBO. Brand
new Mongoose Hilltopper. Under
5 mi. loaded $375 OBO. Call 656-
0051 ask for Mark.

| MISC. I

CHILD CARE - Part time days
and after school. Drop-ins welcome
Experienced mom, Call 63 1-374(
ask for Marietta.

HOUSECLEANING - General
cleaning by CCC student. $30 smalf
house $35 large house. References
please Call Becki 656-9552.

LOST - Red bag, WR121 & MTHT(}
books. Bag last seen in men’s
room Oct. 24 a.m. Books last scca
Oct. 25 am.(owner's name on

inside). If found, pleas return (g
ASG office in CC Mall.

| HELP WANTED I

WANTED - Energetic friendly
people who like working in fun fast
paced restaurant. The Old Spaghetti
Factory is hiring for host/hostess
positions. Call 222-5375 ask for
Cristal or Stacey.

ADDRESSERS WANTED - im-
mediately! No experience neces-
sary. Process FHA mortgage re-
funds. Work at home. Call 1-405-
321-3064.

CHOLARSHIPS

SCHOLARSHIPS - For info.
write: SCHOLARSHIPS, FEL-
LOWSHIPS, GRANTS Educa-
tional Research Services Box 3006
Boston, Massachusetts 02130.

BILLIONS OF DOLLARS in
scholarships, grants, other aid
available NOW, EVERY student
qualifies. Guaranteed. Call any-
time for application and free in-
formation (503)321-5020.

Division.

“In that type of case, we would
get as much evidence as we could
and then turn the case over lo the
victim’s local jurisdiction,” Carter
said. “The woman would have (o
return for the actual trial. If she
couldn’t afford to come back,
generally the district attorney’s
office would pick up the tab.”

Women may nol be aware of
how frightening a rape investigation
may be, said Mirnaof the Women's
Crisis Holline.

“The examination itself, women
may not be aware of what's involved
in that,” she said. *Sometimes the
investigation can scare a woman
off.”

Seven out of every len rapes
will be committed by someone the
victim knows. One of these cases
allegedly involved a young Portland
woman,

According to an article in The
Oregonian, the woman, Brook

Lemke, claimed to be raped by two
men she had met earlier in a bar.
According to Lemke, the police
wouldn’t act on the case. When she
called the police she was told “I'd
set myself up for rape,” Lemke
told The Oregonian.

“If a woman is adamant on
pressing charges, we'd go as far as
we possibly could with the
investigation,” Carter said. “If 1
didn’t think we could win the case,
I'd tell the woman. I'm not going to
lie to anyone.”

Nationally, one rape will occur
every six minutes. The figures on
rape are up 8.1 per cent over 1989
statistics.

The police department may have
less than enough capable people to
cover the growing tide of rape cases.

“We don’t have as much money
as the homicide department, but
generally, 1 think the police do a
pretty good job,” Carter said.

TIRED OF RUNNING
TO THE BORDER?
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Try Our New

Value Lunch!

19140 S. Molalla Ave.

Oregon City
656-3555

S9¢ / 79¢ / 99¢

Three selections available at each price!|
Served from 10:45am - 2pm Daily
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