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FEATURE

Christie thriller makes debut on CCC stage

Merril Lynn-Taylor rehearses her lines as Miss Marple with Roger Hancock, who portrays Sgt.
Mellors, and David Burnett, who portrays Inspector Craddock in the Winter production adapted
from an Agatha Christie mystery. Phola by Tim Zivney

Actors Cheryl Ellison and Nigel Sanders prepare for their roles
as Mitzi and Patrick Simmons in the student stage production of
‘A Murder is Announced.’ Photo by Tim Zivnay
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The stage is set for the Agatha Christie
murder mystery ‘A Murder is Announced,’
which is will open tomorrow night in CCC's
McLoughlin Theatre.

“We have been working hard,” said
Jack Shields, director. “At this point we
have a rollicking fast paced Aggie thriller.”

The play was adapted for stage by
Leslie Darbon, and differs from the novel
so there may be some surprises for Aggie
“puffs and those who know the original
source.”

This is the first Christie production
done since the 1987 play ‘Mouse Trap.’

“It is not as well known as ‘Mouse
Trap,” but it has the same obligatory {lip,
flop, flip, flop, flip ending,” Shields said.

Barbara Bragg, theatre department
secretary, and Merril Lynn Taylor will be
making special appearances in the play.
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phenomenal actress (Bragg and Taylor),
and their added spark has brought the
cast 1o a new competence,” Shiclds said.
“Of course that spark is added at whim.”

‘A Murder is Announced’ will be on
stage in the McLoughlin Theatre March
1,2,3,9,and 10at 9 p.m.,and on March 11+
a12:30 p.m. General Admission is $4, for
students it’s $2, and senior citizens get in
free with reservations. For reservations
call 657-6958, ext. 356. Reservation tick-
els are held only until 10 minutes before
curtain,

‘This year marks the 18th annual spring
vacation theatre, where the cast and crew
take the production on the road to the
Coaster Theatre in Cannon Beach. The
Cannon Beach performances will be March
22-24 at 8 p.m. Reservations lor those
performances can be made al 657-6958,
ext. 356 until March 19, or at the Coaster
Theatre at 436-1201. Tickets are $8.

Bragg is portraying the character Letitia, Shields added, “This will be a lot of
and Taylor is portraying the legendary  fun for the [irst time, novice, and lruc
Miss Marple. blue Aggic bufls,”

“The cast is headed by two absolutely
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