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Opinion

ASG collapse is 
obvious to students

House Bill 3482 step 
in right direction

This year ASG seemed to be run on the 
premise “It is better to look good than to 
feel good.”

After weathering the storm of an elec* 
tion campaign “scandal” in 87, Faith Tay­
lor’s administration looked as if it might do 
good things for the college.

Inexperience and a slow start from the 
gate hampered even their attempts to show 
movies during the school year. In October 
they even showed “Dirty Dancing” ille­
gally. Dances had poor turnouts alongwith 
blood drives which could barely even get 
people to sign up.

There were some successes. The mini­
programs usually had large turnouts and 
the Family Night movies always did well.

Overall ASG did a fine job, if that job 
was hiding. President Taylor was rarely 
around and even now she is in Oklahoma 
for two weeks to see her brother graduate, 
and she is the President. Many students on 
campus do not even know what ASGstands 

Can AóG be

for. It stands for Associated Student Gov­
ernment.

This is the reason that ASG was never 
able to get enough senators to sign up. How 
can oneexpect to sign up fora job that they 
know nothing about? Garrett as you come 
into office, take this to heart: if you want 
good people for the job, you have to adver­
tise and entice people to come work for 
you.

Lack of dedication was also a key fac­
tor in ASG’s periodic failures. President 
Taylor was almost forced to resign from 
office; ASG has a rule if you miss three 
meetings in row and these are unexcused 
then you will be let go.

Overall I would describe this year as a 
taste test. There was a lot hoopla anytime 
something was done but when everything 
was all over it left you hungry and unful­
filled.

Garrett, I make you and Tim this chal- 
' lenge: feed the students what they want.

-Rick Piller

The industrial revolution is long over, 
and it is time for us to start becoming 
responsible inhabitants of planet earth. 
Oregon House Bill 3482is one step toward 
becoming an environmentally responsible 
society.

HB 3482 would place a surcharge on 
disposable packaging, with half of the reve­
nue going to recycling programs and the 
other half to wildlife preservation projects. 
The interesting thing about HB 3482is that 
it is being endorsed by both environmen­
talists AND industrialists.

The recycling aspect of the bill has a 
great potential for the plastics industry. 
The bill will make plastic containers more 
expensive, but it is certain that this cost will 
be passed directly to the consumer. The 
plastic industry actually has a lot to gain 
from this bill. New recycling technology 
has broadened the horizons of the plastics 
field. Just look at the various structures at 
the John Inskeep Environmental Learning 
Center - the ELC has utilized recycled plastics 
in thé form of “lumber” to produce a number 
ofstructures that will never succumb to the 
elements. HB 3482 would provide more 
money for programs that produce such plastic 
“lumber,” and the plastics industry would 
haveh new product that is relatively cheap

to produce.
There is a hidden benefit for the dis­

posable container industry in HB 3482. 
These companies are often the brunt of 
bad public opinion because of the nature 
of the product they produce - their prod­
ucts create pollution problems when they 
are carelessly discarded into the environ­
ment. The recent banning of polystyrene 
foam containers in Portland is a good ex­
ample of public reaction to the industry. 
But support of HB 3482 by the disposable 
container industry will help repair the in­
dustry’s image and provide valuable PR.

The other advantage to HB 3482 is an 
increase in funds for wildlife programs. 
Wildlife preservation programs are often 
lacking in operating funds (quite a few 
operate through donations), and this bill 
would provide money for the important 
work these groups perform. With the large 
number of species on the endangered list it 
is good that there may finally be a chance to 
fund programs to help those animals.

All things considered, HB 3482 is a 
great idea. The bill may cause some grum­
bling if the prices of packaged goods rise as 
a result, but a clean environment full of 
wildlife is worth ANY price.
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