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And most of those interested in occu-
pational skills continue at CCC,

“A higher percentage of our graduates go
to Clackamas than graduates who attend
other schools in the district,’ said Simp-
kins. '"We've had transfers from other pro-
grams who think most highly of Clackamas
and continue here also.”

The ABE/GED program has a high degree
of success, even though most of its students
have failed at one thing or another and come
from bad school experiences.

“l would say that with thos2 students
under 17 we succeed with 50 © bS5 per
cent of them, with 17-year-clds we succeed
with 75 to 80 per cent and with those 18
and over 90 per cent,” said Simpkins, “and
these are all people who have failed else-
where."”

The programs concentrate on teaching
students basic skills of reading, writing and
arithmetic. They learn math through al-
gebra and geometry, English grammar and
spelling and a core of principles, concepts
and terms in literature, social studies and
science.

ABE/GED has been in operation for 12
years and was started by Helen Myers, who
held classes in basements, churches or where-
ever she could get space. The college picked
it up in 1968 and it has been funded since
then like any other program at the school
with added Federal funding.

“The

federal funds are used to pay
students’ tuition which would be the same
as any other college student. Not having
these funds would prohibit most of these

people from taking advantage of the pro-
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gram,’’ said Simpkins.

‘“We're nothing more than a country
school with all the emphasis placed on
readin’, ‘ritin’ and ‘rithmetic,” he said. “We
also give lots of individual attention and
place most of our emphasis on reading be-
cause how can a person learn anything if he
can't read.”

Tufts leaving

Marlene Tufts, a psychology instructor
at Clackamas Community College, will be
leaving this August for a year in Hawaii.

She has been teaching at CCC since
1969, and will take a leave of absence for
her stay in Hawaii, then return to teaching
at CCC in the fall of 1978.

Tufts is going to start on her doctorate
at the University of Hawaii. She received
her masters at Sacramento State University
in California. Specializing in physiologici
psychology, Tufts will be studying sex and
gender.

Her husband and two daughters will be
going with her. “They're almost more ern-
thused than | am about going. | prefer
Oregon because | just get sun-
burned. | just plan to work a lot and learn
a lot,” said Tufts.

Tuft's first i'lritjzl“l‘,' on the
to get half of her salary paid whili
gone. 'I'm sure 'l more to
benefit Clackamas students,” said Tufts.
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