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ney and danger attracts

' generation of loggers

By Happie Thacker
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“This (logging) is the longest job |'ve
ever taken,"” he said. “l've never had a job
interesting enough to keep long.”

Interest and danger seem to be a common
reason for men to stay in the woods, and
the danger is all too real.

“My partner got hurt real bad the other
day,” said Rehberg. ‘"He was bucking (cut-
ting fallen trees into truck-size logs) off a
windfall and it fell and smashed him against
another log.

"We packed him out of the brush on a
stretcher and called an ambulance. They
said he lost four or five pints of blood and
had some bad internal injuries. I'm afraid to
find out how he is but | heard he was
feeling better. | sure hope so."”

Jack "“Sonny’ Oberg Is another cutter
who is concerned about the danger - and
about conservationists.

“The Sierra Club should realize what we
go through out there,” he said. “How would
they like to pay $40 for a two-by-four? |
agree we should stay out of the water and
streams but trees are like wheat -- they grow
back."”

“I agree,” said Eberhard. “l've been
logging in places that have been logged
three times -- and they didn’t practice con-
servation in the old days."”

“l think some of them should work in
the woods and see what we do,” said Reh-
berg. “A lot of trees are rotten and just
spread disease or blow down. Then the lum-
ber is lost."

Oberg is an Estacada native, who al-
though he has been around loggers all his
life (his father works in the woods) has only
been working there himself for the last
two years.

“The money’s better than most other
jobs,"” said Oberg. I used to tend bar here
(the Shingle Mill) and then | planted trees
for awhile. A friend told me about this
job and the money was better.”

The U.S. Forest Service ranks no better
than the Sierra Club in the opinion of these
loggers.

"I want to know why they went out to
the unit (stand of trees) we were supposed
to cut and marked them all blue and then
went back and marked the ones we were
supposed to fall, yellow,"” said Oberg. ““Why
didn’t they just mark the yellow ones?”

“They put the paint on the trees so you
could tell they were trees,’ said Eberhard.

""No, first they sent out the blue paint
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Hiell known fact among loggers that more logging is done in the taverns on Saturday
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John (Swampman) Eberhard
. .relaxing after a hard days work.

crew and then they sent out the vellow
paint crew,” said Rehberg.

“Eithe: they think loggers are ignorant
or they have a lot of paint,” said Eberhard.

“No, they 're ignorant,” said Oberg, "they
painted all the trees so they could find their
way out.”

They also accuse the Forest Service of
being responsible for most of the forest
fires in this area.

“Ninety per cent of the fires are con-
trolled ones that got away,” said Eber-
hard.

“¥You couldn't get a logger to go in the
Bull Run if the whole thing caught fire,”
said Eberhard, “‘and it is going to burn down
if they don't logit.”

Eberhard feels that all the old growth
timber in Portiand’s water shed is rotting, is
a fire hazard and should be logged while it
can still be used for lumber.

Today's young logger is interested in
money and logging pays from $6 per hour
to over $10 per hour, but more than that he
is attracted by the job itself.

The danger is very exciting, hardly a day
goes by without a brush with death, but
more than this is a feeling of being close
to nature and experiencing the seasons first-
hand.

"l don’t think | could ever work in an
office,’”” said Eberhard, "even though | ask
myself why every morning when the alarm
goes off at four o’clock.”

‘Give a logger a steel
ball to carry across a
clear cut and before
he gets there, he’ll
either break it

or lose it.’

-- Anonymous




