OPINIONS

THE PRINT

March 1,1989 Page 2

Indoor smoking should
be banned at Clackamas

This afternoon, on the day of the Clacka-
mas Community College’s Smoking Fo-
rum, it is important that we examine that
smoking issue as a whole.

[ think we canall agree that the activity
has little health benefits, if any. I think we

all can agree that :

there needs 1o be
Christopher

some set policy to
consistently follow at
L. Curran

the college.

Itwould be astep
intherightdirection
abolishing smoking
indoors at Clackamas Community College.
Peoplein favorofsmoking will tell you that
itisasmoker's right tomakzthe decision to

_smoke. What they blatantly fail 10 men-
tion, and what is fact, Is when someone
decides to smoke in anindoor public place,
they are also snaking taa: decision for the
non-smoking population of that area,

That fact alone constitutes a powerful
case for those attempting o ban smoking
al Clackamas.

Smokers and non-smokers alike must
travel through the two current smoking
arcas at Clackamas, there's no avoiding
them regardiess of any aruments. there-
fore, the above mentioned decision is al-
ready being made. It is at the least respect-
able that the decision be made in favor of
healih, moreliterallylife, rather than privi-
lege.

Smoking is a direct cause of, among
other things, heart disease, emphysema and
lung cancer. Anyone who has ever stood
next (o a hospital bed and watched some-

one he loved die of lung cancer can find
nothing but pity for those in favor of smok-
ing. It's not a pleasant situation.

havebeensmoking for 10 years. "Whe higher
that number of years is, the more of a
reason there is to stop. Smokers can't out-
run the risks forever,

There are those who say “I know it's
bad for me, but Tdon't care.” If attempted
suicide is a crime, then the slow death of
cigarette smoking should be as well.

Why pick on smoking rather than

things one can do? Simply because there is
no medical benefit to smoking, whatso-
ever. Those who make that claim are very
foolish. When someone atin the refrigera-
tor selecting their meal, how do they know
what is undereating, overeating, or cating
just enough. It is nearly impossible to find
the right amount of food for one o con-
sume, for everyone’s metabolism is differ-
ent. It is, howver very possible to regulate
smoking indoors on campus.

Let me make one more thing crystal
clear. I am not against anyone smoking, |
am against people's smoke affecting those
people who choose not to.

It's only too bad that tobacco compa-
nies areso large and powerful. With all the
red tape and politics involved, smoking
may never be banned in this country en-
tirely. At Clackamas however we have the
chance to eliminate smoking indoors on
the campus.

Letters to the Editor...

Students at
lecture should
be ashamed

To the Editor,

I went to Dr, Karpov’s lecture last
Monday, excited and ready to listen to what
is going on in Russia, but as the lecture
went on, people in the audi¢nce were very
rude. The whispers of conversations in the
background and the interruption of many
peoplescufflingwith their bagsand leaving
throughout the lecture were very disrupt-
ing.

Someone as important as Dr. Karpov
should be respecied much more than the
kind of respect that happens in the class-
room. If these people didn't feel this lec-
ture was important, then maybe those people
should only attend things that intercst them.

Another disappointment was the
amount of time left for questions. I under-
stand we could have been there all day with
questions, but does only four of them do
justice to the lecture?

I have talked with many students who
went to the lecture and their reactions are
much of the same. | think Clackamas stu-
dents and stalf should take a look at how

they act. We're here (o learn and grow; not
to take a step back into high school.

Kelly K.

Rick Piller
needs to leave
the country

To the Editor,

Regarding The Print of Feb. 22:

Is there some way to persuade Rick
Piller to leave the country? I don't mean
forever. If he were to stay away for, let’s say
50 years, I wouldn’t mind seeing him in
print again. But 30 years wouldn’t be enough.
Yeah, 50 would be nice, dudes.

I really missed Tammy Swartzendruber’s
column this issue, though. Her delightful
descriptions of macaroni and cheese par-
ties under the leaden November skies never
fail to bring a tear to my eye. Hey Tammy:
talk to Rick forme, willyou? Get himtosee
the light. I'm sure they need writers of his
caliber in... Estonia?

Perry Lensen-Callas

Indoor ban on sm'cp)king at Clackamas Community College: Pro-Con

Clackamas smtﬁﬁg ban
would not solve problem

There was a time when smoking was

| acceptable behavior. Inlight ofstudies that
| showsmoking is a leading cause of disease

Some smokers will say “I've been |
smoking for 10 years; why should [ stop |
now?" The answer to that is because they |

it has lost favor in the public eye. A plan to
ban smoking on campus is a good example
of the change in attitude toward smoking,

but it fails 1o address

Christopher Cur-

| ran’s editorial makes

the fact that smokers

do have rights.
Jim
Titus

4 valid point by stat-
ing that smokers are
deciding the issue for

| non-smokers, since it is impossible 1o pre-
overcating or any of the other possible

vent so-called “second hand” smoke. But
smokers are not criminals, and they have a
right 1o engage in their habit regardiess of
its hazardous effects on them. Curran lik-
ens smoking to slow suicide, and he feels
that since suicide is illegal smoking should
be too. But there are other habits that
could lead to death. Obesity through over-
cating has been linked 1o heart disease;
should it be banned too?

Curranwould probably respond to the
previous statement by saying that overeat-
ing doesn't affect those around the eater.
But there are other acts in society that do
affect those not involved. The earth's ozone
layer is being depleted by a buildup of
chemicals from industrial and automotive
pollution. Depletion of the ozone layer will
eventually lead to crop failure (and resul-
tant famine), increased ocurrence of skin
cancer, and drastic weather changes. Most
of us have no say in this matter, and steps
should be taken to remedy the problem.
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But it is hypoeritical to ban smoking be-
cause of its effect on those “without a choice™
when we let other, more dangerous forms
of pollution continue.

The contention that non-smokers don't
have a choice is grossly mistaken. Most
smokers would understand if they were
asked not o smoke and would act accord-
ingly. And non-smokers can always avoid
designated smoking areas. The real prob-
lem is that smoking areas on campus aren't
strategically located. Care should be taken
1o designate smoking areas that won't al-
low for “leakage™ of smoke into non-smok-
ing areas. It is unfair to tell smokers that
they must smoke outside in the rain and
cold. Smokers may be ruining their bodies
but they don't have to be treated like crimi-
nals. Afterall, the bodies theyare polluting
are their own. Banning smoking for the
smokers’ own goad is just another example
of one group trying to tell another what is
good for them and depriving the latter
group of their free will.

Thebestanswer to thesmoking issue is
to create smoking lounges: closed rooms
where smokers may exercise their rights
withoutinfringing the rights of non-smok-
ers. Non-smokers could then choose 1o
enter the smoking lounge at their own risk.
The surgeon general’s warning could even
be posted on the door of the lounge.

It is likely that the smoking issue will
be decided in favor of the non-smokers on
campus with a ban on indoor smoking, If
this occurs, it is a sad commentary on a
society that has lost its ability to consider
the rights of all of its citizens.
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