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Foreign students make their way in America
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There are many foreign 
students in Clackamas Com­
munity College this year. They 
are all here for different reasons. 
Following are interviews with five 
of them.

Alan Liu is an immigrant 
from Taiwan. He had a good 
job as an auto mechanic there. 
¡“Some day I will go back to 
Taiwan,” Liu said. He said that 
when he goes back, he’ll have 
more experience and know more 
about a different culture than 
many other Taiwanese do.

Liu came here with his parents 
and his brother and sister eight 

i months ago. His parents came 
here and then went back to pick 
the children up; he still has one 
sister in Taiwan.

Liu pointed out that he would 
like to go to Taiwan on vacation 
because, . “I have friends over 
there.” He added, “I really like it 
here,” although he finds it. hard 
to make friends.

Pham said. She expressed that 
she could not take her sister to a 
cemetary because of the war. 
“We stayed inside 24 hours a 
day,” she said.

Pham concluded, “I want to 
go back, but I can’t. I miss my 
country and my family a lot.”

said, she misses her family and 
her city.

- Lily Lim is from China. She 
came to America 12 years ago. 
Before that she lived in Canada 
for 19 years. She said she and

Sylvia Grajeda

after she saw a program about 
illiteracy on 20/20, she decided 
to take classes. She said she 
would like to write better 
English.

Lim said she doesn’t need to 
take classes on daily life skills 
because “I know how to go to 
the department store.”

Joanie Chan is also from 
China. She came here 2 1/2 
years ago to help in their family 
restaurant, Mai Wah, on 
McLoughlin Blvd. She said she 
came here because a big part of 
her family was here already.

Chan said she doesn’t miss 
China at all, because “my 
whole family is here.” She said 
she doesn’t want to go back to 
China to live there, but she

“we do it by the moon,” and 
according to Lim, the date 
changes every year. Every three 
years the Chinese have an extra 
month and they call it the moon 
month. This thirteenth month 
in a year adds up because the 
Chinese months are not longer 
than 28 days. After three years 
there are enough days left to 
have a thirteenth month.

These are the responses of on­
ly five of the many foreign 
students here at Clackamas 
Community College. For them, 
college is not just hard work, 
it’s a special challenge every 
day. . .. .

Joanie Chan

Information from 
the Federal Govern­
ment on subjects ; 
ranging from agricul­
ture to zoolggy.is < 
available at Depository 
Libraries .across the 
nation.

You can visit jjiese' 
libraries and use the 
Depository collections 
without charge.

To find one in your 
area, contact your 
local library or write: 
Federal Depository' 
Library Program. 
Office of the Public 
Printer, Washington, 
DC 20401.

“I know how to go to the 
department store”

Sylvia Grajeda is an exchange 
student from Mexico. She said 
she came to the United States “to 
study English,” and now she 
needs to Speak it well “because I 
am a psychologist. ’ ’ Grajeda said 
she wants to study psychology at 
the University of Mexico in Mex­
ico City and English is ;a pre­
requisite there.

“I live with a very nice 
American family,” Grajeda said. 
She pointed out her younger 
sister was1 an exchange student 
and lived with this American 
family in Klamath Falls. That 
family moved over here and they 
invited her. Grajeda said they are 
“friends with my family,” and 
that they went to Mexico to spend 
time with her family.

Grajeda said she will go back

her husband own the New 
China restaurant on Molalla 
Avenue in Oregon City. She 
pointed out, “We are open 
every day except Monday,”

She said she never really got 
the chance to study English. But

to Mexico in July. She pointed 
out that Americans are “very nice 
people,” and added, “Portland, 
I like it very much.” But still she
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Thong Pham is a refugee from 
Vietnam. She came here 11 years 
ago. She said she plans to stay 
here because she’s already a 
citizen and “I have my son here.”

Pham said she has three 
brothers and four sisters who 

I all still live in Vietnam. “I’m the 
I oldest,” she said; two children in 

her family died. “One died in the 
war. She died in my arms,”

“/ want to go back, but I 
can *t. I miss my country and 
my family a lot. ”
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Would like to go there on vaca­
tion. Chan has two brothers and 
two sisters who all live in the 
United States.

Lim and Chan pointed out 
that January 29 was the Chinese 
New Year this year. They said
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Going to McDonald’s* is almost as 
much a part of school as going to class. 
You’ve made us the place to meet, to 
talk, to have a good time, to celebrate 
your victories and help forget defeats.

You’ve made McDonald’s more than 
just another place to eat. And that’s why, 
at McDonald’s, 
we say...

IT’S A GOOD TIME 
FOR THE GREAT TASTE.

CCC Students
Siow your student body card 
and receive regular size fries 
FREE! A different food offer 
each month (with purchase of 
any large sandwich).

©1984 McDonald’s Corporation
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1450 MOLALLA AVENUE 
OREGON CITY. OR 97045

Fag« 7

SN: OL0055


