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College holds band festival

Clackamas Community
College’s 12th annual (College
Stage Band Festival) will start
off the competition between
junior and senior high schools
from Oregon, Washington and
Idaho on March 11 and 12.
The bands will compete against
one another vying for first, se-
cond and third place trophies.

They will perform before
several judges, including guest
clinician Jerry Sokolon, a pro-
fessional trumpet player from
the Portland area. The bands
will be judged on phrasing, in-
terpretation, stage presence
and spirit and presentation on a

scale of one to ten.

Sokolon will be giving
evening concerts in connection
with the festival on the 11th
and 12th. Students will also be
attending four clinics he is giv-
ing during the festival.

In addition to the regular
trophies, a sweepstakes trophy
will be awarded to one of the
competing bands. This is a
revolving trophy to be kept by
the winning band for the year.
A plaque will also be given to
the musician judged to be the
most outstanding in the two-
day contest.

‘Murder’ tryouts slated

“Little Murderers is pro-
bably the most brutal comment
ever produced on our stage,”
Jack Shields, director of the
upcoming Spring Theater pro-
duction said.

Tryouts for the production
will be on March 16, 3:30 to
5:30 p.m. Audition material
will be available this afternoon
in the Theater Dept.

“Jules Feiffer (the author)
sets you up with a laugh and
then shoots you between the
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eyes,” Shields said.

The play has a cast of
three women and five men.
“Excitement for tryouts is
high,” he said.

“The other two shows we
did this year had large casts. |
feel it is important to give our
students and public different
styles and sizes of shows,”
Shields said.

For tryout information
contact the Theater Dept. at
ext. 356.
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Underrated ABBA releases album

By F.T. Morris
Of The Print

In their ten years (so far)
as a group, a lot of people have
made a lot of jokes at Abba's
expense. But listening to their
latest release, “The Singles,” it
becomes quite clear that they
have influenced pop music as
much (or more) than anyone
since The Beatles. The current
electro-pop trend owes more to
Abba than it does to the Flying
Lizards.

This two-record set con-
tains some of the best music
made in the '70's. Yes, it's
almost all relentlessly peppy,
but since when is this such a
bad quality? The Go-Go's have
made two ultra-peppy LPs and
nobody laughs at them (in fact,
Abba's “Ring Ring" with its
ecstatic drumming, really br-
ings the Go-Go's to mind).
Benny Andersson and Bjorn
Ulvaeus® songs are fun, and
Frida and Agnetha are truly
gifted singers (the fact that they
blend together so well that you
can barely tell them apart is an
asset, not a deficiency).
Perhaps it's the group’s
wholesome appearance that
turns people away. Will you ac-

cept them if | tell you that two
of them are married (to each
other) and the other two live
together?

Certainly these singles
can't be the reason people
laugh at Abba. They're all
here--*S0OS,"” “Take a Chance
On Me,” “Does Your Mother
Know," “Super Trouper,” the
list goes on and on. There are a
couple of duds, yes. “l Have a
Dream' still sounds like
something from “The Sound of
Music” (that chorus of children
certainly helps ruin it), and one
of two new songs, “The Day
Before You Came” contains
the cheesiest lyric since dJon
Anderson added words (terri-
ble ones!) to the “Chariots of
Fire” theme. But the other new
song, “Under Attack” is a
phenomenal piece (destined to
be their next hit single? I think
50.)

One listen to “The
Singles” and Human League
doesn't seem so innovative
anymore. Though buying this
album is perhaps a little embar-
rassing to anyone over four-
teen, I don't think you'll be
disappointed.

Another European group,

the Germany-based Trio, just
released their first EP (extend-
ed play), titled, appropriately
enough “Trio.” This one can-
not possibly hope to conquer
all Americans, but its minimalist
new wave sound is rather odd-
ly endearing. Of the six songs,
“Da Da Da I Don'’t Love You,
You Don't Love Me Aha Aha
Aha" has already become a
huge hit throughout Europe,
and “Anna--Letmein
Letmeout” is fast becoming
one. These are both very witty
tunes--1 particularly like the lat-
ter’s lyrics, a persistent list of
names and the tagline “Let me
in, let me out.” While | can't
sing Trio's praises too high,
they are quite amusing for
those who like this type of
thing--on the other hand,
“Energie” could clear a room of
non-wavers as quick as
anything | can think of would.
Maybe that's the ultimate com-
pliment.
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