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Recruiting begins

Mark Sanford falters
in region tournament

By Rick Obritschkewitsch 
Of The Print

At the onset of thé Cougar 
tennis season, Coach David 
Buckley and his men netters 
had set the goal of getting to 
the regionals. One person, 
Mark Sanford, made it to the 
regionals held at Treasure 
Valley Community College in 
Ontario last Friday and Satur­
day. But that’s where the 
season ended.

In the first round of the 
Region 18 Tennis Champion­
ships, Sanford was defeated by 
Gary Wheeler of Chemeketa 
Community College, 6-1, 2-6, 
and 3-6, moving him to con­
solation competition where he

took another loss. Sanford lost 
to a Blue Mountain Communi­
ty College-opponent to end his 
and the Cougar men’s tennis 
season.

Sanford gained the oppor­
tunity to participate' in the 
regionals by defeating a com­
petitor from Southwestern 
Oregon Community College in 
two straight games, 6-2 and 

' 6-3, in the Oregon Community 
College Athletic Association 
Champions held the previous 
week.

Buckley was happy with the 
season overall, looking at the 
team’s handicaps at the beginn­
ing of the season. “I took the 
job of coach late and didn’t
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have time to do. any more 
recruiting,” stated Buckley. It 
was a group of guys fairly inex­
perienced in, college tennis 
competition, and a new coach 
who hadn’t gained the position 
until about six months before 
the season’s onset.

“We improved throughout 
the season and were com­
petitive, defeating three of the 
teams in our league,” stated 
Buckley.

With a new coach and inex­
perienced, players, the season 
was a learning experience for 
the team all around.

Buckley has an optimistic 
view for the Cougars next year. 
He’il have a whole year this 
time to do recruitinig with two 
of this year’s netters, Allen 
Cloud and Oddys Trillo, retur­
ning. Buckley has already 
started 
hopes 
season.

One 
run up against in recruitment of 
new talent is that many of the 
better netters, now seniors in 
high school, are planning on 
going to four-year colleges and 
universities..
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A REGIONAL FINALE—Mark Sanford was the lone men’i 
Cougar netter to make it to the Region 18 Tennis Chan 
pionships only to come back in defeat.

Women netters conclude
with national frustration
By Wanda Percival
Of The Print

The Cougar women’s tennis 
team returned last Thursday 
from national competition in 
Ocala, Fla., where they were 
defeated in first-round singles 
play, and went on to second- 
round competition in doubles. 
' : “l;felt they played better at 
the regional tournament,” said r>

Coach Gladys-Michael, “f chalk 
it up to nationals jitters.”

In first-round singles com­
petition, Pat Philpot was 
defeated in first singles by L. 
Lewis of Peace College in 
Raleigh, N.C., 6-2,6-0. At.se-. 
cond singles, Diane Kraxberger 
bowed to T.A. Richter of. 
Sinclair CC in Dayton, Ohio, 
6-4,6-0. Bonnie Dillman fell to 
B. Brevard of Lansing CCin
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Lansing, Mich., at third singles 
7-6,5-7,7-5. In fourth singles. 
Lisa Liechty was downed bj 
R.M. Walden of Enterpris 
State, Enterprise, 'Alai 
6-0,6-1.

In first-round doubles action 
Kraxberger/Philpot defeata 
Landry/Burgers of Midland, 
Texas, 6-6,6-0, in first doubla 
to take thé number-one seel 
At second doubles 
Dillman/Wendy Young top 
ped Bonini/Bonini of Westen 
Wyoming, 6-4,4-6,6-3, goia 
on to the second-round con 
petition where they lost to fifth 
seeded Brackin/Jack of Roan 
State CC in Harrison, Tend 
Those scores were unavailable

The final results’ shined j 
light on Texais âs four of thei 
schools took the top four posi 
tions.. Midland and Shriner tiec 
at first place while Cook Couij 
ty and Indian River tied a 
third.

Cougar netters were playin' 
in temperatures from 83 to 85 
degrees.with high humidity but 
“they adjusted well to th! 
heat,” said Michael.

Michael was pleased with tn 
overall Cougar performanci 
“It’s been a very gratifying 
season,” she said.
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