
Artistic flair

Work 
turns 

letters 
to 

art
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Everyone has something 
valuable to communicate, 
whether they do it through the 
use of lip and tongue or on 
paper. Expressing ourselves by 
word of mouth, for most, is not 
a difficult task. But when asked 
to write a phrase dr sentence 
on paper, sloppy or illegible 
handwriting can be an obstacle.

Calligraphy is one way to 
help erase this handicap. Some 
may confuse “lettering” with 
calligraphy. Lettering is 
usually a script formed with 
mechanical aids such as a rule, 
compass and square. 
Calligraphy is freed for the 
most part from these aids. 
Stanley Morris, a type designer 
and authority of letterforms, 
said,^ “Calligraphy may be 
defined as freehand in which 
freedom is so nicely reconciled 
with order that the understan­
ding eye is pleased to contem­
plate it.”

Essentially, though, the 
beauty of the art of calligraphics 
is that they are not set within 
the confines of a block or 
square, but rather, within the 
control and spontaneity of the 
hand.
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Combining these essentials 
of discipline and free 
movement makes calligraphy 
one of the most difficult arts to 
master. No matter how long 

you plan to apply calligraphy to 
, your life, you’ll find constant 
improvement and constant 
growth occuring. Patience is 
the main ingredient in a suc­
cessful calligrphic recipe.

One. of the ways calligraphy, 
will, with daily practice,, 
naturally improve your hand­
writing is in the actual practice 
of the art. In most cases, 
calligraphy is performed with a 
dip pen or osmiroid pen, a bot­
tle of black ink and some 
duplicator or typing paper. 
Books have been written so 
that calligraphy can be self 
taught. Though calligraphy has

only been prominent 
America a mere 50 years, its 
impact and popularity have 
already made it to the West 
coast, and the Portland area. 
The book, “Beginning 
Calligraphy,” by Robert L. 
Board well, expert in the art of 
beautiful writing, is an excellent 
text that can be used in the

classroom or studio. His book 
is available at J.K. Gills, 
Grahams Stationary in 
Milwaukie and the Clackamas 
Community College 
bookstore.

Having an artistic inclination 
need not be a prerequisite for 
beginning calligraphy. Prac­
ticing between 10 and 20 
minutes daily is all that is 
needed to become proficient. 
Classes are also available at the

Portland
Marylhurst Education Ce 
and Moss Junior High SchoJ 

If you are into the arts yo 
find great improvement in y 
work as a result of calligrad 
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Calligraphy can, at its 
be one of the most enjoy 
and profitable hobbies arou 
you apply calligraphy wim 
desire, you’ll find pe 
beginning to call you for i 
ding announcements, 
tificates, poetry, 1 
quotations they’d like yd 
duplicate in the medium. I 
of them may want you’re 
vices for free. If they’re 
friends it’s usually desirab 
they’re not, however, get) 
shake in dolllars and cen 
what your work is really wi 
After a time, you may,! 
myself, be able to includei 
profits and purchases as a 
deduction.

Besides the monetary aj 
of calligraphy, it can be a 
hobby. It’s also a desirable 
to spend a spare moire» 
two.


