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Editorials
Generally Speaking

by Suzanne Mahan

Soon the student body will have a
chance to decide how they want to be
represented by their school government.
This decision will come in the form of an
election which will determine whether
or not the bill on the new election pro-
cedures will pass.

The procedure will go as follows:

In the January election all officers
will be elected and will serve for the
next fall term. All officers elected in the
spring election will serve for the next
spring term. This would be efficient be-
cause both sets of officers would be able
to work together.

Other schools have this system in ef-
feet now and have found it satisfactory.

However, the democratic process
would be violated since the incoming
freshmen would be unable to vote for
fall officers, therefore would be gov-
erned by officers they had no voice in
selecting.

This bill has been passed by the Gen-
eral Council and will soon be voted on
by the student body.

19 or 212 Students, teachers debate voting age

by Kelly Slocum

“Are you for or against the 19-year-
old vote?” This was the question asked a
number of students and faculty.

“A good part of today’s youth see need
for change and want to do something
about it. If people must wait until age
21, many good opinions and ideas are
stifled simply because they lack the right
to mark a ballot. These kids must be giv-
en the right to express themselves as
adults, because they are adults.”—Bonnie
Olson, senior.

it “Up to ages 18 and
19, the majority of the
students have led very
sheltered lives. Their
opinions and decisions
have been swayed by
their parents and en-
vironment. I think
there should be a pe-
riod of time to learn to
. cope with and experi-
Joan West ence responsibilities in-
stead of jumping from their sheltered
surroundings right into governing our
country.”’—Joan West, senior.

“I believe that the best interests of the
state and nation are served when the
maximum amount of the citizenry takes
an active interest . . . allowing 19-year-
olds to vote will encourage and nurture
the spirit of involvement. I believe that
this age group will provide a good bal-
ance. . . . We adults . . . weigh those

Vietnam war veteran LaMont Stott:
People in U.S. not well informed

by Kelly Slocum

“The people here in the United States
are not well informed about Vietnam,”
stated LaMont Stott, army specialist
fourth class, a Grant graduate, returned

home from Vietnam last week.
LaMont was awarded three Bronze
Stars during his 12-month tour of

duty in Vietnam.

Last March, he was on a patrol that
came upon a North Vietnamese base
camp. Two men were seriously wounded
during the fighting. The patrol took care
of and evacuated these men. Bronze Stars
were awarded to the five patrol members
for this action.

LaMont’s second Bronze Star was
awarded when his patrol found am-
munition and equipment in a North
Vietnamese batallion-size base camp.
Because of meritorious service for non-
commissioned officer activity, LaMont
was awarded the third Bronze Star.

He was assigned to the 73rd Air

Borne Brigade and was a member
of the 75th Infantry Rangers. This
special unit of company size had an
assignment of recennaisance mis-
sions to observe enémy activity.
When an enemy was spotted, they
came back and reported to intelli-
gence who in turn sent out larger
patrols to attack the enemy,

“I feel that the Moratorium has been
holding up the peace talks,” LaMont ex-
plained. “I've been completely against it
because it’s as if the protestors are on the
other side.” He went on to say that if
people in the United States would pro-
test against tk North Vietnamese being
in South Vietnam, he would approve of
the demonstrations instead of the way he
feels now. “I am against all protests of
this war, because we -in South Vietnam
want to feel like we’'re doing something
over there instead of wasting our time

.. for everybody over here.”

Relating to the recent trials on ei-
vilian slaughtering, LaMont empha-
sized that many South Vietnamese
“givilians,” who were on the side of
North Vietnam, have killed many
American soldiers.

As to President Richard Nixon’s poli-
cies on the war, LaMont stated that he
agreed with a slow withdrawal. “I think

LaMont Stott

this Vietnamization as he (President
Nixon) calls it, is a good program, but it
will take a long time for the Vietnamese
to be as well trained as the allied forces
over there.”

LaMont believes as long as we use
ineffective strategy, the U.S, is wast-
ing its time in Vietnam. “At the
peace talks, North Vietnam asked us
to stop bombing Ho Chi Minh Trail,”
said LaMont. “We stopped bombing
it and they didn’t want to talk peace
after that.”

On the other hand, his belief is if we
pull out now, the fighting will continue
between the Vietnamese.

When asked if his opinion toward his
country had changed after 12 months at
war, he said, “I feel that I am more pa-
triotic because of it.”

LaMont has six months left in the
service and his plans are to start college.
He is presently considering Brigham
Young University or the Church College
of Hawaii where he will major in busi-
ness.

He had a word of advice to all draf-
tees. “Try not to be in the infantry, that's
all I can say. The infantry are the guys
that go out into the field all the time and
do most of the fighting.”

things that will directly benefit us: prof-
its, security, ete. . . . the young often
base their decisions on what is best for
everyone, not individual interests. A
criticism of the adult world is often
made by the young, that the adults made
the mess. I want the voting age lowered
so that these people can feel that they
had a hand in the direction of our na-
tional and regional aims.”—Mr. Leonard
Whitlow, faculty member.

“I am in favor of the 19-year-old vote.
If someone can be forced to risk his life
then he has the right to have a voice in
deciding the issues he has to fight for and
may have to die for. The average 19-
year-old is mentally aware and as emo-
tionally mature as many adults are.'—
Rick LeDoux senior.

= “A person, who is 18,
is able . . . to be self
. supporting . . con-
scripted into the armed
forces . . . cannot enter
| into legal contracts or
. get married. A minor
" has many of the re-
b sponsibilities but none
of the privileges.” —
Gorden. Roberts, sen-
ior.

“I am not in favor of giving voting
privileges to 19-year-olds. The propo-
nents of this constitutional change claim
that young people have more interest

Gorden Roberts

Proposed by-law change

A special election concerning a
change in voting procedures has been
scheduled for next Friday in reg
rooms. The change states that Student
Body elections will be held semi-an-
nually with the exception of the Class
elections which will be held annually
and the rally elections which shall be
held annually. The bill is to read:

Be it enacted by the Associated Stu-
dents of Ulysses S. Grant High School,
a program of bettering student gov-
ernment by establishing a system
whereby the changing of an adminis-
tration would be a smooth process. A
system that would inevitably make
way for better planned and executed
activities.

_Section 1. A S.B. President and
vice-president elect will be elected.

Section 2. During the winter elec-
tion the Spring Administraion would
be elected and two juniors would be
elected for the positions of S.B. pres-
ident and vice president-elect to take
office the following fall.

During the Spring election, the Fall
administration would be elected and
two juniors would be elected for the
office of S.B. president and vice-pres-
ident-elect for the following spring.

Section 3. This process will be in
effect upon the next election after it
h?s been approved by the due process
of law.

Section 4. At any time, after a pe-
riod of two years, after this bill has
been in effect, if for any reason the
students feel it is unsatisfactory, it
may be vetoed by a two-thirds majori-
ty vote of both councils.

Section 5. The president and vice
president-elect are to be enrolled in
the Leadership class for an entire year
if scheduling permits.

Ad Club offers prize

for student-made films

Two $500 scholarships will be offered
to Oregon high school and college age
students by the Oregon Advertising Club
for production of black and white or
color films, President Rolf Glerum has
announced.

The competitors will be judged on
their ten-minute or shorter films on the
general topic: “This Works.” The topic
may be interpreted in any manner by
the contestant, using 8 mm, Super 8 or
16 mm film sizes, and they may be
either silent or with sound.

Entry blanks are available from the
Oregon Advertising Club, P.O. Box
14067, Portland, Oregon 97214, or phone
234-0022. High school students will be
judged in the under 19 bracket.

and would be more conscientious. If this
is true, why did only 50 per cent of our
student body register in last January's
election and only 47 per cent vote? In
the spring election every person was giv-
en a ballot in his classroom and only 64
per cent of our student body even both-
ered to vote. At Portland State, one of
the many vocal areas proposing this
change, only 36 per cent of the students
voted during the recent election for a
student body officer. If either of these
represent young people’s voting pattern,
do they really deserve the vote? I don’t
think s0.”"—Gena Wilcox, senior.

<Aebig “You can’t legally
own land until you are
21. Until a person can
}  own things 100 percent
. and pay taxes on them,
. they shouldn’t be able
“% to vote. These are the
! things kids would be
. voting on.”—John An-
derson, senior.

“The right to vote
encompasses a great
responsibility which not only affects
your own personal life but also the lives
of many other people. }’ou must be able
to weigh all the issues and decide intelli-
gently, and I believe 19-year-olds are
capable of this responsibility. This is be-
cause young people have a generally
good outlook and understanding of cur-
rent problems, most surely enough to
vote on them.”—Jeff Pittman, senior.

“I don't feel that the average 19-year-
old is either knowledgeable or mature
enough to decide the issues facing our
country. True, there are many exceptions
to this rule, but on the whole this state-
ment does apply to the average 19-year-
old.”—Joe Stilwell, senior.

“Knowledge is the basis of intelli-
gence, therefore I shall wait.” — Mark
Mumford, senior.

“I am for it. Kids are beginning to ma-
ture a lot younger than they used to.
They are _ gaining responsibility a lot
sooner. Young people are going to Viet-
nam and can’t vote. People get married
younger and still cant vote. It's about
time the people opened their eyes.” —
Bruce Hovett, senior.

“I am 111 favor of the 19-year-old vote

g ! because students are
. more fully informed
. or have the capacity
" to be informed than
. most voters. The per-
sons who are not capa-
ble of voting at this age
will probably not vote
- anyway or be as in-
. capable two years lat-
er.””—Mr. Richard Ire-
land, faculty member.

“I support lowering the voting age to
19. It is important to extend the franchise
at this time to include our youth if we
want to encourage them to work within
the framework of our society rather than
be forced to express political concern
outside that framework. However, if the
voting age is lowered to 19, the age of
responsibility should also be established
at that age.”—Mrs. Pamela Hall, faculty
member.

jﬁe granfonian

Published weekly by the advanced
journalism class of Ulysses S. Grant
high school, room 203, 2245 N.E. 36th
Avenue, Portland, Ore. 97212. Phone
288-5975 or 288-3839. Printed by Mod-
ern Typesetting company with a cir-
culation of 2600. Second class postage
paid at Portland, Oregon. Subscription
cost $2.00 per year.

John Anderson

Mr. Rich Ireland

Vol. 76, No. 12 — December 12, 1969

Editor ... ..Martha Ojard
Page 1 Editor .. Margaret Hadden
Page 2 Editor .. ,.Mary Ann Hutton
Page 3 Editor A.A.AM._.A.......Gary Cogill

Page 4 Editor ................._....Jenni Raies

Reporters ..............Sue Gottsch, Chris
Hawes, Steve Johnson, Kathi Rob-
inson, Jean Taylor.

Entertainment

Bolor Mary Ann Hutton
Advertising Manager ........ Sue Gottsch
Business Manager .............. Sue Gottsch
Circulation Neil d’Autremont
Advisor ............................Willard Mohn




