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How long have you been in the
construction business?

“I actually started as a kid work-
ing for my dad at age 10. He was
building the Pacific Realty building
down in Long Beach. I couldn’t
make enough money off my lem-
onade stand so he said he could
give me a job for a buck an hour.
I rode my Stingray bike back down
the next day and started working.
I worked for him every summer
through school. Then back in 1985,
I got married and he asked me if I
wanted to be partner. [ worked with
him until 1996 and we incorporated.
That’s where the ‘R’ came from in
B.J. & R. He worked until 2003 and
semi retired. I’'ve owned B.J. & R
Inc. since 2003.”

What motivated you pursuit it
as a career?

“It’s the only thing I’ve ever
done. I started so young that I got
to be handy and could make de-
cent money compared to other high
school kids. The money, for being
a teenager, was good and then I
got to a place where I didn’t want
to do anything different. I'm super
fortunate to have a father that raised
me in an industry that I can make a
living at and I’'m blessed to have a
brother as talented as he is, and is
also my ally.”

How many employees do you
have?

“We’re generally around four
to seven not counting me and my
brother (Bob Jr.). Last year I had
more than that and it was hard to
manage. [ think they are all good
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Raymon Bonney, 53, has deep roots in the construction industry. His first job came at age 10 helping his father con-
struct the Pacific Realty building in downtown Long Beach. “I worked with him until 1996 and we incorporated,”
Bonney said. “That’s where the ‘R’ came from in B.J. & R.”

human beings with a good work
ethic, and they truly care about the
product.

What’s been the biggest lesson
you’ve learned through experi-
ence?

“Patience and perseverance.”

Is there any particular wisdom
you’ve obtained that you wish
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you knew when you started?
“Some of the better building
practices that have developed have
changed since I started. When I
started, it was 2x4 construction and
insulboard sheeting on the wall.
Now things are different. Know-
ing the superior way to do things
with products, like anything else, is

evolving.”

How does your business today
compare to 10 years ago?

“We’re at kind of a boom now.
The variety of jobs I stay in are
pretty much new construction. Ten
years ago, it wasn’t quite as strong
and we were doing different things.
My crew size would vary before,
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but now it’s steadied and I’ve had
guys working for me several years.
I’ll do whatever it takes to keep
them going.”

How is the industry overall
since the recession?

“I think the industry overall is
strong. The recession was a big
hit. I was one of those people that
barely made it. I think we’re smart-
er now than what we were then.
It’s been steady growth since then.
Now I probably get one or two new
calls a week on a new house. On the
Peninsula, we’re really a retirement
industry. Most of the homes — 90
percent — are for people that are
either going to retire or are retired.
We do very few homes for new doc-
tors or schoolteachers. The retire-
ment industry is always going to be
there, it’s just whether we can build
affordably for what people have
saved up for.”

What are the unique challeng-
es or obstacles to building on the
coast?

“The weather is number one,
it’s the hardest thing to deal with.
The weather has a huge impact on
production and moral. It’s hard. We
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ARCADIA OCEANFRONT
80622 Highway 101, Cannon Beach
This extraordinary home delivers
the upmost in quality, luxury, crafts-
manship & beauty with panoramic
ocean views from every window.
CMLS#18-253 $2,145,000
Kate Merrell 503-739-2324

TRULY UNIQUE ESTATE

1799 Pacific Way, Gearhart

An incredible one and only 2 acre
property that will take you away

with its fenced and gated privacy,
charming updated cottage, fountains,
manicured gardens and landscaping.
CMLS#18-343 $1,100,000
Katy Walstra Smith 503-309-3306

UPDATED, CONTEMPORARY FLARE
89610 Sea Breeze Dr, Surf Pines
Filled with custom tile work & bold,
beautiful accents, this 4 bd, 3 bath
home is an artistis delight stun-
ningly set on .60 acres with ocean
and pond views.

CMLS#18-356 $775,000
Barbara Maltman 503-717-2154

WALK TO THE BEACH & PROM
970 S Edgewood St, Seaside
Very well maintained multi-dwelling
that could be a single family home
with mother-in-law quarters, a du-
plex, or vacation rental. R3 zoned.

CMLS#18-260 $499,900
Lindamay Woosley 503-490-4360

HIGH ON THE POINT

200 W Lexington, Astoria
Extensively updated single level
home overlooking Youngis Bay &
Saddle Mountain coast range plus
western seasonal views. Many
special features, 642 sq. ft. deck.
CMLS#18-330 $365,000
Pam Ackley 503-717-3796




