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. eraved, to get inside the covers of | got the namea of those four obseure - E—————E -y m—— v W
Atlantie, a longing which every | French rivers?'' Some are inclined to —
ne author has. In the pleasant relations believe that they were put in after . \ -
i : - s that followed while the dinry was be. | Opal attended ohy university. As the
A Weekly uxfo‘l;&mg;\:m\:lw Plenty ing pivced together in order that its idea of publication of the dinry pre
. valoe as a literary document might be | sumably never occurred to Opal until |
lishers| judged, & friendship ripened, there|it was suggested by the editor of At
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TRUTH AND POSSIBLE FICTION
STRANGELY MIXED IN STORY

(Continued from first page.)

things that took place before that
name was taken from it
Thore is s0 much in the diary that

fuet and so much that
tion that the correet
further away
mystery

is known to be
might be pure fic
solution only
the investigation wto the
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gresses, The place where the road goes
Lhree ways s still I!].rt-'.' the lane that
went to the house on the hill is still

there; the girl ** without seeing '’ is iden

tified; the Sadie MecKenzie is identi
fied, All of these events must have
taken place, if they took place at ull,
not over 16 years ago, yet the Jean
und Larry, whom God furnished

":.l-'\ on such :-}.Urt notice, ean not lu-
identified; those who hived at the time
and around the place where Jean and

Larry are supposed to have lived, can
place no such persins, the Unecle Caleb

il Rob Ryder are equally mythieal
porsons far th have
known every person who ever has lived

»0 as > \\!'li

in that wvicinity are able to reeall
Michael Angelo Banzio Raphsel, the
fir tree with an understanding soul,
can not be idemtified. Not even »
stump of such a tree can be found
near the old barn which still stands
None remember such a tree. Faet

and fiction seem strangely mixed, bat
one is told with the embellish
ments of plausibility as the others

How muoch is faet and how much is
not?

Why dees she not remember her for-
mer name, although she had arrived at
an age when it would seem that one so
precocious eould not so quiekly forget
something so important nowf?

Why is not the story of the substi
tution told in the diary, or do the ref
Crences THE mamma, THE papa,
THE grandma, THE Unele Caleb infer
that '[ht'_\' were not of her blood?

If there has been a substitution,
how remarkable that at the moment ot
the death of a daughter another of the
same age should have appeared bearning
all the characteristies of a ehild of the
family, one having the same precveity
for writing, one having the same in-
quisitiveness for exnet details of ev
ery little event that the father remem
bers in the other child.

OUn the other hand, where did those
copy books, which had sueh an influ
ence on her life, some from? Why have
they so mysteriously disappeared?
Are they and their disappearance pure
fabrication! How are we to aecount
for the faet that this fantasy, known

samo

to

to have existed several years ago, has
been earried way past the adoleseent
nge, when all other children with a

similur l'.x!l'[:n'\' have l]l’i-[-i-!'l] it
L B

Has Atlantic Monthly Been Spoofed?

We who know Opnl well, who know
the innocently wauy in which
she tells her stories, who know of her
deeply religious nature, who know of
her love for God and his great out
(oors, who have often seen the fuce to
which deeeit and hypoerisy would
seem  strange eompanions, ean easily
understand why the editor of Atlantie
wounld believe whatever may have been
told him when, as the editor himself
he drew out the foster-parent
story and the fact of the existence of
the diary an when their
author eame to see him on an -‘r|!1r|-|_v
different mission. Plainly the author
had no intent to iZ:L[-I'Il“YI'
leged incident in her life; plainly she
had never thought of using the diary

sincers

Bays,

on oeeasion

wnd
bt

was & mutual meetings of minds
souls. The stage could not have
pul‘lmewl_\ and studu .;:-1_\ better set for
the reception without gquestion by even
s0 scholarly a man, so expert a judge
ofhuman nature, as the editor of At
lantie, of the story Opal told.

The idea that \'p:l] has but rm'lllﬂ_\
invented the foster parent theory for
literary purposes is ns untennble
the 1‘h||r*:|\ that the staid and respect
able old Atlantie has done something
of that sort. No person familinr with
Atlantie thinks such a picce of deceit
eould come from it. None who knows
Opal well doubts her sincerity in her
claims. Her relatiy 08, her father, seout
such an idea

Is it not possible that Atlantie had
what it decmed lh“h' poesitive |‘r-'|'f of
the foster-parent elnim than any pre
sented in Opal’s own introduction?
Such proof might as easily be explained
AWay as some of the other statements
that seem untenable, yet it is probable
that such proof is not only such as to
explain why this faney of Opal’s, if
such it is, has remained with her past
the age when others have dropped it,
but also sufficient to convinee Atlan
tic that there was no need to investi
gute the statements made by one so
apparcently sineere as Opal and appar
ently so incapable of deceit or hypoe
risy. Perhaps the storm which has
rsen may result in the presentation of
this contributory proof of this strang
tale if there is such contributory proof

ns

Atlantie, it would seem, owes that
much to its readers. Opal, it would
seem, owes that mueh to her many
friends who maintain that what she
sftys is fact as far as her own belief
goes,

. e

Was Diary Written at Age of Six?

While there are many to seoff at the
elaim that so much of the diary as has
been printed is the literary effort of a

child of six, there are many incidents
to make this claim seem much more
than l‘l'v]':tl-lt'.

It would seem unlikely that a child
of that age could spend so much time
in writing and still keep her literary

efforts hidden from her parents; it
wounld seem unlikely that a child of
that age would be so seeretive; but

parent, relatives and friends remember
that Opal was not an ordinary child;
thero are those who knew her in her
babyhood who say she was a very odd
yvoungster; that at the age of six she
talked like a grownup; that she had
few companions.
I have found
the diary, but
the child spent much time
words and in writing. Even at the age
of three the one whom may posi
?U--'E.\ call the real IJ]-..| could tell most
of tho letters and could form words
from a copy book. As she other chil
dren grew older they learned that Opal
kept n diary, but none were permitted
to see it exeept as the author read to
them from it, There is, therefore, no
positive proof that the diary being
printed is the one written by six-year
old Opal, but Atlantic Monthly's ed

who ever saw
that

unga
remembered

no
it 18

in forming

We

itor should be a good judge and he
has accepted it as such., That page
of the diary of which a facsimile has

been [-ulnljsin--i s-vr!:nlr.i'\-' indiestes the
work of a child of very tender years.
lt--u.g lll'JI'lTllt n \L‘l.‘l!.’il letters would
indieate that it was written before the
ehild learned to make pot hooks, and
she started to sehool at six. Any who
believe that “[1.‘{' in lnter yYears, during

thoe time she was ernmming her head
with her lore of the great outdoors,
took time to wnte 150,000 words
(which Atlantie says the diary eon

tnins) and in llﬂlnl,: S0 to imitate the
[-fnnflll and labored ]-Tlht of a child,
to imitate the oddly misspelled words
and peeuliarly twisted English, proba
bly are wasting their time in some pro
sais occupation when they should be
writing the best sellers in fietion

If the diary was polished up in later
yvears, why such words still remaining
'* ‘‘mew monia,’’

as ‘‘screwtineyes,

““rownd,’’ ‘““wood’’ for would, ‘‘dus’’
for does, and *“wus’’ for was, while
such words as ‘"untangle’’ and **silk

en '’

are correctly spelled.
Even after reading Opal's introdue
tion, in which she says that she got

this ul-|the names for her pets from the two
leopy books ‘‘given her by her angel

ull . still nek ‘*Where did she
words?’’ ** Where did

parénts,”’’
get those

she

to gain the literary fame which she
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lantie, there seems to bo no objoct for
the ulleged interjections into the diary,

before Opal became a
dent.,

Many here advance the theory that
the spelling was necidental, but if not
.’ll't‘l-ll'lltlll. sho refers to her friends
Jean wnd Larry, evidently names of
French derivation, it is not impossible
that one or the other h|‘l|u'.| her with
her spelling.  Agnin, Opal sayvs in her
linry that she got many things out of
ghe two mysterious eopybooks, If they
tontained so many of the things which
she used in her dinry, why may they
hot have contained X French
words? The author admits that high
sounding words had for her a peculinr

university stu

these

charm “Comparer’ and *‘riviere"’
may have been found there and may
have made the same tmpresasion as Jdad

"rerewtineyes'' when used by the

school teacher, at which time The made

the mental note, ‘It does have such
an  interest sound. I think I will
have uses for it.'" That the use of

French words came to her boenuse of
French ancestry is thought here to be
hardly tenable,

It is easy to that had thq
|[|:|r_\ been written in later years, with
the idea of giwving it publicity, things
that might doubt upon its pr
cocious authorship would bhave been
omitted,

lu‘rll'\ (b
cnst

Fhe preeociousness indieatod through
the diary, if really written at the ten
der age of six, is not
out of th" ordinary
ean write intelligently at that age, let
alone print. Many ean form words and
know their n, b, ¢'s before that tender
age. IProdigies there been, nnd
many of them, attained,
other .'l']t'-_ the lgence that must
be given the six-year-old Opal if we
eoneede the diary to have been started
nt that age Her diary, supposed to
have been written at the age of six,
no morg wonderful than her book,
““The F:\'.r_\]!uui Around Us,'' known
to have been written by her before
the age of 20, & book which has won
the wondering admiration of kings and
queens, presidents, statesmen, seholars,
church dignitaries of the highest rank,
great editors who hesitated not
to express their appreciation in writ
Ing.

This diary, if written at the age of

s particularly

\l.l]:_\ t'l'l[-{ru I

have
who have

intell

in

1%

have

almost by the barrel and chrysale by
the thousands.

The wonder eaused by such a d::r_\.
written such

at an age is no greater
than the astonishment of bald pated
professors when this little outdoor

f'lllr'v knoeked nt the doors of the pi

versity of Oregon and was almost re
fused admission beeause she had not
the necessary texthook learning A
newspaper story printed at the time

eontained the following:

““Tutored by nature, a tinv 17.venr
old mountaincer girl, her hair down
her baek, has opened the eves of the
Eungene teaching profession and left it
gasping for breath. Edueated by her
self in the forests of the Oy de
mountains, she has made a eollege odu
appear artificial and gnifi
eant, |:ni\|'r-.:l:,' professors admit In
three dayvs she beeame the talk of the

nti
ention insi

faeulties of three eduecational institu
tions. Entranee rules have heen enst
aside; seholarships are proposed; =

home was found for her in Eugene
everything has been done to keep her
here,

““This experience happens to a uni
versity but anee in a generation, '’ de
elared Warren D Bmith, head of the
university geologienl department. She
knows more about geology than do
many students that have grudunted
from my department. She may become
one of the greatest minds Oregon has
ever produced. She will be an invest
ment for the university.”’

““Bhe is a travesty on our edueation
nl system,”’ explained A. R, Sweetser,
hend of the botany department. ‘' Is
all our great wystem wasted: is it hin
dering normal development?’’

It is not the presumption that at six
years Opal was able to form sentences
and record her thoughts that eauses
wonder, Many who never will he re
corded in history as prodigies have
done that. The wonderful part of the
diary is the simple and fascinating
manner in which trivial events are
given an inferest far beyond that to
which they seem entitled and in the
revealing of an understanding soul in
t child of such tender years.

Opal’s Sincerity.

One of the most inexplieahle phases
of the odd story of Opal is how ome
who loved God's great out-of doors,
one in whom a phrenologie reading a
number of years ago showed a super-
development of the spiritual and mor-
nl, as well as the same super-dey clop
ment of the mental and love of liter-
ature, one of a marked affeetionate
disposition, one who is known to have
felt her filial responsibility to  the
Whiteleys, regardless of how ghe may
have regarded her parentage, one who
loved art, musie, poetry, drama, bi-
ography, zoology, astronomy and all
the nobler, better and higher things of
life, one who has dediented her life
to bringing joy and gladness to others,
eould do anything to bring pain and
sorrow to those whom she must love
and who love her,

That she has done this despite n
mental development that would turn
her from doing a wrong or the slight-
est injury to God’s most lowly erea
ture, despite a mental development
that would foree her to turn from in
tentionnl defaming of one whose life
| on earth meant muoch to her, is the
best possible proof that Opal s sin-
cere in her elaims. Her nature, ns we
have come in eontnet with that na

| ture, would make it impossible for her
to sell her soul even for the literary
| fame that her story has brought ha.
It is my opinion that she belioves that
those held dear already know the story
she tells and that she does not realize

famouwus For Its Marvelous Motor

but aside from this it is pretty eortain |
that the dinry had been torn into bits |
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six, 18 no more wonderful than her eol
leetion of 20,000 or more specimens of |
rocks, flowers, ferns, moths, heotles,
butterflies, birds, bird homes, sea
shells, ot known to have attained
that proportion at the age of 17, to- |
gether with her apparent familinrity
with the history of eceh one of her
specimend.  Caterpillars were colleeted

' Chandler Leads Because of .
is easy to boast and make claims and to so magnify mere
incidents that they may appear as mighty events. It is easy

to paint in the colors of exaggeration,

Chandler advertising has never carried boasts or unfounded
assertions to the public, It has never extolled some single per-
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sales purposes does not need the support of exaggeration,
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famous Chandler motor developed throughout seven years of
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with refinements and developments which have kept it long
strides ahead of any other six,

This isn't a claim. It's a fact, and over sixty thousand A
Chandler owners would tell you so if you could ask them.

Six handsome bodics, splendidly built and finished, are
mounted on the one standard Chandler chassis,

Other cars of some similarity are
listed at hundreds of dollars more
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(Al Pricon f o b Cloveland, [hbis)
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that she has eaused broken hearts 1!--il?, friendship, 7; inhabitiveness lowe : LT conaclence, 6, hops LLH
~|.---_I1.r4,: of tears | of """'.' "' : itiag, & iqnntunlu!y 7. wveneration, 6; kind

From the newspaper nccounts so I.”I ATEOSNSION, 05 SNCaanss, @1 Fwm ness, 6!
l'”l'“'h“!‘ those inelined to believe the .l-t an, U eontinuily, O constructivens 2 & @
Whiteley parentage, may remain doubt. | 67 ideality, 7; sublimity, 7; imitatio ! att 81 s
ers b ...H. unnble to ;\i-'il"l the 5; mirthfulness, 5; agreonbleness, 6; | ot 1 } WmAke no dedustions
culinr tulents of the child. If we doubt | human  sature, §; individuality, 7;|from the facts presented, but 1 think
that the One who made the heavens | form, 6; sz pereept 1 of magnitud thee elnim muy  be P f mnd
and the earth, the waters and all that [ete.) 7; weight (perecption of law of [ that any solution of the ry of
in them is, if we doubt that the *IHI'IL’"‘HT‘-. ote.) 7; eolor pereeption of Opal, her  poarontog nd her diary
whe |-|:||'|-1] the planets in the firma-;6%;: order, §; ealeulation, 6; "locality | would be an strange and almost as un
ment and made them to demonstrate | (percgption and memory of places), 7; | believnble a it sould | o find
their varions revolutions; if we doubt | memory of events, 7. time, 6; tune, 0, Opal’s story proved by neontrovert
that the One who eonceived man and |:|Hu:|'|;"’l'_ 0% ;: easunlity, 0; power to|ible faect
gave him woman, would not evade the
laws of his own making and give n
child of this kind to parents ent rely DIBTRIBUTORS
dissimilar in nature, whieh the news

paper neeounts so far |-'|H:-h--| would

indicate hns been the ecase, we need
not despnir, for the mother wns n
woman of refinement, a gradunte of, n
normal sehool, and the father not

by any menns the baekwoodsmnn that
it pleases the newspapers (o muke him

npenr.

If this peeulinr talent must come
from heredity, we find in n newspaper
story under date of March 10, 1915,
the -1".11--\«”.;; statement: ‘‘Bhe (Opal)
attributes much of her interest in nn
ture to an uncle, Henry Pearson, n
pioneer  miner, who died last  yenr
‘He used to tell me of nnture and
now, though he's dead, his thoughts

ean live on, beenuse I'm learning thos
things he wanted me to learn.’ The
unele referred to, who possibly may be
“the unele Caleb'' of the diary, was
a brother of the Grandmother Seott,
mother of Mrs, Whiteley

Btanley, the second of Opal's given
names, is that of a grandparent
through the Whiteleys, Tt is not known
that this name is in any way eonneeted
with that of the great English ex
plorer, but it would not be surprising
to find such to be the eanse,

If we ean not believe that
mind ean come from purents such as
have been deseribed we may find thaot
those parents have been misrepresent
ed. If we ean not believe that the
apirit of the unele who is gone is di
reeting the footateps and mind of the
niees he loft behind, it is possible that
the exponents of the Whiteley parent
age ean find heredity even closer than
that of the unele and grandparents.

Phrenologic Reading.

The following phrenclogie reading
was made for Miss Opal Whiteley Hep
tember 3, 1015, by Mrs. Jenn Morrin
Ellis, noted eharneter annlyst and now
engaged in the edueationnl work of
the Y. M, C. A::

Adaptation in business: Assayer, hot
anist, chemist, geologist, artistie lee
turer, sculptor, anuthor, lingnist, noavel
ist, orator, poet, seientist, All  of
these are under the genernl heads of
seientifie, artistie and literary,

Degrees of strength considered in
the seale of 7 (7 being the highest mark
obtainable):  Organie  quality, 6%;
henlth, A; motive tempernment, 4%;
vital tempernment, O; cirenlntory pow
er, B; breathing power, 6; mental tem
perament, f; aetivity, 7; exeitability,
6i; mize of brain, 6 (21 6-8xl4); vita
tiveness, 6; conrnge, 0; exeeutiveness,
i Illlll"'i“‘, 1" hllml‘ii_\." A nequis
itiveness, 5; seerctiveness, §; amntive

wuch n

ness, 6; conjugality, 7; paremntal love,
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